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External Liaison
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In the past year, the Business Council and its Sub-groups
had frequent exchanges with the Hong Kong and Guangdong
Governments, the Guangdong’s Association for Promotion of
Cooperation between Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao, and
relevant organisations on issues related to Hong Kong/Guangdong
cooperation. It also worked closely with major chambers of
commerce, professional bodies as well as organisations involved
in fostering Hong Kong/Guangdong cooperation. The Business
Council would like to thank these organisations for their support.

Liaison with Hong Kong and Guangdong
Governments

As an organisation set up under the framework of the Hong
Kong/Guangdong Cooperation Joint Conference, the Business
Council was a steadfast supporter of activities promoting
bilateral cooperation organised by the Hong Kong and
Guangdong Governments. It also had meetings with their
relevant departments to facilitate the timely exchange of views
on policy implementation and to maintain close contact and
communication.

In April 2012, the Business Council had exchange of views
with representatives of the Hong Kong Government on the
latest development of Hong Kong/Guangdong economic and
trade cooperation, and explored possible areas for fostering
communication and cooperation between the two places.

CEPA has been an important institutional platform for deepening
the cooperation of service industries between the Guangdong
and Hong Kong since its signing in 2003. The Business Council
had paid close attention to the implementation of CEPA, and
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timely reflected the views of the trade to the governments. In
May 2012, the Ministry of Commerce and the Governments of
Guangdong and Hong Kong hosted a seminar for the trade on the
latest implementation of CEPA, including the liberalisation of trade
in services, and trade and investment facilitation for Hong Kong
and pilot measures to be introduced in Guangdong. The seminar
was attended by Members of the Business Council in support,
and provided an opportunity for the Business Council to relay the
views of the trade on the enhancement of economic cooperation
between Hong Kong and the Mainland to the governments.

;

In June 2012, the Ministry of Commerce and the Hong Kong
Government signed Supplement IX to CEPA (CEPA 9) with
further liberalisation measures rolled out to open up the services
industries and facilitation of investment for Hong Kong. The
Business Council welcomed the move and invited a representative
of the Hong Kong Government to give a presentation on the
contents of CEPA 9 in July 2012, and put up suggestions for
encouraging the trade to capture the opportunities to explore the
Mainland market, and enhancing communication amongst the
sectors.

Promoting the development of modern services industries is
of strategic importance to the economic development of the
country. In July 2012, the Business Council invited a Mainland
expert to give a presentation on the “12t Five-Year Plan for the
Development of Services Industry of Guangdong”, and share
views with Members on the direction and areas in which Hong
Kong service sector could deepen economic cooperation with
Guangdong.

In September 2012, the Council reported in writing the work
progress of the Business Council and its future work plan at the
15th Plenary of the Hong Kong/Guangdong Cooperation Joint
Conference.
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In November 2012, Council Chairman Dr Victor Fung attended
the “Symposium on Internationalization of Shenzhen” as a guest
speaker to share his views on the possible areas for deepening
cooperation between Shenzhen and Hong Kong, with a view to
enhancing the regional competitiveness of the two places.

The Business Council attended a tea gathering at the Government
House in December 2012 and exchanged views with the Chief
Executive on issues surrounding Hong Kong/Guangdong
cooperation and the economic development of the Greater Pearl
River Delta region, and expressed the views of the trade on the
latest developments of Qianhai and Nansha.
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Liaison with CCPIT Sub-Council and
Guangdong’s Association for Promotion of
Cooperation between Guangdong, Hong
Kong and Macao

The Business Council and the CCPIT Sub-Council and the
Guangdong’s Association for Promotion of Cooperation
between Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao, its Guangdong
counterparts under the framework of the Joint Conference, stayed
in close contact and worked together to take forward practical
cooperation.




B E R & B TR Exchange with the Government of
Guangdong Province
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m Eﬁaﬁi?%é f Rﬁ_gﬁ RS i Fa:[ Business Council sent a delegation to Guangzhou in January 2013

At EREN%RZ At EIRITEEE to meet with officials of Guangdong Environmental Protection

R LB HERHAIRREGE © Department to exchange views on the environmental issues of the
Pearl River Delta region. The delegation also had a tour of some
related facilities in the city.
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External Liaison of the Sub-groups

The Sub-groups of the Business Council met with relevant
departments of the Hong Kong and Guangdong Governments,
business stakeholders and experts from time to time to exchange
views on cooperation proposals in a number of areas, including
investment promotion, facilitating people and cargo flows,
sustainable development, as well as the development of services
industries and human resources.

In the past year, the Cross-boundary Passenger and Cargo Flow
Sub-group met with representatives from the Security Bureau and
Development Bureau to look into the latest development of Hong
Kong and the Mainland in terms of passenger flow, vehicle flow
and cross-boundary infrastructure. In December 2012, the Sub-
group visited the Shenzhen Bay Port and had a tour of the co-
located boundary crossing facilities, and exchanged views with
the relevant departments of the Governments of Hong Kong and
Shenzhen on possible areas for further collaboration between the
two places in enhancing smooth and efficient cross-boundary
passenger, vehicle and cargo flow.
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The Sustainable Development Sub-group engaged the trade
in discussion on the implementation and effectiveness of the
Fair Wind Charter, an initiative taken by the trade in 2011 for
the ocean-going vessels to switch to cleaner fuel while berthing
at Hong Kong. The Sub-group also exchanged views with the
Environmental Protection Department on the possible areas for
forging cooperation with the Guangdong Government in improving
air quality of the Pearl River Delta region, promoting the use of
cleaner fuel by ocean-going vessels while at berth in Hong Kong,
and the promotion of the use of electric vehicles.

While in support of the setting up of the Dedicated Fund on
Branding, Upgrading and Domestic Sales (BUD Fund) by the
Hong Kong Government to assist Hong Kong enterprises to
explore and develop the Mainland market, the Joint Investment
and Promotion Sub-group also conveyed the views of the trade
on the implementation of the BUD Fund to the Commerce and
Economic Development Bureau. The Sub-group also joined
hands with the Services Industry Development and Human
Resources Sub-group and the Hong Kong General Chamber of
Commerce in hosting a seminar entitled “Hong Kong - Qianhai:
Innovation and Cooperation” in October 2012 for the business
sectors to identify business and investment opportunities and
share views with the guest speakers.
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Study on Major Issues

In view of the stagnant traditional export markets and the boosting
consumer market of the Mainland, it would be beneficial to the
economic cooperation and sustainable development of both
Guangdong and Hong Kong if Hong Kong enterprises could
leverage their strengths and experience to open up the domestic
market of the Pearl River Delta region.

In light of these developments, the Business Council set up a
task group in July 2012 to carry out a study on “Tapping the
Domestic Market of the Pearl River Delta Region by Leveraging
the Strengths of Hong Kong”. During the study, the task group
had exchange of views with the Hong Kong Trade Development
Council, major chambers of commerce, Mainland experts and the
Hong Kong Government Central Policy Unit on the latest state
of the global and Mainland economy, arising opportunities and
challenges, and the objective, scope and methodology of the
study. With information and views collected from government
policy bureau, business association, industry support organisation
and Hong Kong enterprises, the task group examined the issue in
depth and put up practical recommendations for the reference of
the trade and the Governments of Hong Kong and Guangdong.

The subject report was released in March 2013. The details are at
pages 52 - 57.
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Development of Qianhai and Nansha

Qianhai is one of the major Hong Kong/Guangdong cooperation
initiatives laid down in the 12th Five-Year Plan. In June 2012,
the Central Government rolled out a series of policies to support
the development of finance, modern logistics, information and
technology, education, medical services and other professional
services sectors in Qianhai.

In view of the development potential of Qianhai and the active
role that Hong Kong might play in deepening cooperation with
the Mainland, the Business Council invited the Director General
of the Authority of Qianhai Shenzhen-Hong Kong Modern
Service Industry Cooperation Zone of Shenzhen to a meeting in
September 2012 to talk about the latest development of Qianhai
and to share views with the trade on the arising business and
investment opportunities.

In October 2012, the Joint Investment and Trade Promotion
Sub-group and the Services Industry Development and Human
Resources Sub-group joined hands with the Hong Kong General
Chamber of Commerce in hosting a seminar entitled “Hong Kong
- Qianhai: Innovation and Cooperation” for representatives from
the business sector to exchange views with guest speakers from
different professions on the related policies and possible areas
for promoting economic cooperation and integration with the new
district.
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