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Main Tasks

The Sub-group focused on three main tasks in 2012: Vessel
Emission Control, Air Quality Improvement and Further
Cooperation with the Environment Authorities of Guangdong. The
Sub-group had exchange of views on major issues of concern
with various stakeholders, with a view to joining hands in the
pursuit of sustainable development in the Pearl River Delta region.

Major Issues of Concern

1. Vessel Emission Control

The Sub-group had looked into the feasibility of requiring ocean-
going vessels to switch to cleaner fuels while berthing at Hong
Kong. The Environmental Protection Department pointed out that
if ocean-going vessels switched to low-sulphur fuel at berth, the
percentage of the sulphur dioxide emission attributed to ocean-
going vessels at berth in Hong Kong waters could be reduced
from about 40 % to 30%. In fact, some ocean-going vessels
had already switched to cleaner fuels while berthing at European
ports as required by law. The Sub-group therefore suggested the
Hong Kong Government step up efforts towards controlling vessel
emission.
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The Sub-group noticed that the industry was generally supportive
of the government’s decision to adopt the emission reduction
timetable drawn up by the International Maritime Organisation, to
work towards introducing mandatory requirement for fuel switch at
berth, and to strengthen cooperation with the Mainland authorities
to improve air quality in the Pearl River Delta region. The Sub-
group suggested the government further assess the impacts of
fuel switch at berth policy on the relative competitiveness of ports
in the Pearl River Delta region.

The Sub-group also welcomed the launching of the incentive
scheme by the government in September 2012, under which
ocean-going vessels using cleaner fuel while berthing in Hong
Kong waters would enjoy a 50 % reduction in port facility and light
dues.

The Sub-group noted that if local vessels including ferries were
to switch to cleaner fuel, the technical feasibility of upgrading the
quality of local fuels, and impact on their operating costs would
be issues of concern to the trade. The Sub-group supported the
government to continue with on-going studies in this area and to
actively liaise with the industry to address their concerns.
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2. Air Quality Improvement

The Sub-group had been paying close attention to the air quality in
Hong Kong and the Pearl River Delta region. The Sub-group had
exchanged views with the Environmental Protection Department
on the use of LPG vehicles, diesel vehicles and electric vehicles in
Hong Kong. The limited availability of space for the provision of
LPG filling stations was an obstacle to promoting the use of LPG
vehicles. On the other hand, the new generation of diesel vehicles
would require regular replacement of emission control parts to
ensure emission standards are met. Although electrical vehicles
could effectively reduce roadside air pollution, their use was not
popular due to the long battery charging time and car owners’
concern about limited battery life.

The Sub-group noted that between 2006 and 2011, the
concentrations of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and respirable
suspended particulates in the Pearl River Delta region had
decreased by about 50%, 13% and 14% respectively, whereas
the concentration of ozone (which was produced by factories
and other sources) had increased by 21%. Although on-line
monitoring had been put in place in the Mainland, emissions
from some power plants remained serious and non-compliance
was still hard to curb. The Sub-group further noted that some
operators had continued to emit flue gas in breach of the rules
in order to lower operating costs; and air pollution was also
aggravated by the use of in-house generators powered by fuels of
poor quality in some factories due to the shortage of power supply
and quality fuels.
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3. Further cooperation with the Environment
Authorities of Guangdong

In view of the efforts made by the Guangdong authorities in
improving the environment in the Pearl River Delta region, the
Sub-group sent a delegation to meet with the representatives
of Guangdong Environmental Protection Department in January
2013. The visit provided a platform for exchange of views
on environmental issues of mutual concern, and sharing of
experience and ideas on cleaner production technologies. The
delegation also visited the Guangdong Environmental Monitoring
Centre and Liede Waste Water Treatment Plant. The visit
enhanced mutual understanding of the environmental work of the
region, and also paved the way for future cooperation between the
two places.
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