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Cross-boundary Passenger and Cargo Flow Sub-group
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As a result of the closer ties between the two places in economic
and other activities, cross-boundary passenger, vehicle and cargo
flow between Guangdong and Hong Kong has been increasing
steadily. Liantang/Heung Yuen Wai Boundary Control Point
is one of the seven major infrastructure projects stated in the
National 12th Five-Year Plan for deepening cooperation between
Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao. It will also be the seventh
boundary crossing point between Hong Kong and Shenzhen,
connecting Hong Kong to the Eastern Corridor of Shenzhen. The
new boundary crossing point will shorten the travelling distance
between Hong Kong and eastern Guangdong and enhance the
total handling capacity of boundary control points, supporting
the further strengthening of regional cooperation between Hong
Kong and the Mainland. The Sub-group engaged relevant
government departments in discussion and exchange of views on
the subject, including the planning and progress of construction of
the boundary control point, design handling capacity, supporting
transport infrastructure and impact on the environment, etc. The
Sub-group suggested that the Hong Kong Government reserve
land for further development to meet future growth in passenger
and traffic volume, and development in the adjacent area.

The Sub-group was also concerned about the smooth and
efficient flow of Mainland frequent visitors. In June 2012, the Sub-
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group invited the relevant government departments to give an
update on the usage and future development of the e-Channel,
and progress of the plan to allow Mainland visitors holding
electronic Exit-Entry Permits to complete immigration clearance
through e-Channel. The Sub-group suggested the Hong Kong
Government join hands with airline companies to promote the
service to visitors, thereby shortening the queuing time for
passenger clearance at the ports, including the Hong Kong
International Airport.

In December 2012, the Sub-group visited Shenzhen Bay Port to
better understand the operation of the boundary control point.
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The relevant authorities of Hong Kong and Shenzhen respectively
briefed the group of the operation of the boundary control point,
including boundary crossing facilities for passenger and vehicular
traffic between the two places, and showed the group around the
passenger terminal building. Members observed that the peak
passenger and vehicle flow had already exceeded the design
handling capacity, resulting in long queuing time for clearance
particularly during long holidays. The Sub-group suggested
the Hong Kong Government work out improvement measures,
including the possibility of setting up a pick-up area at the Hong
Kong Port, thereby providing passengers with an option to get off
the vehicle at the boundary and proceed to the Joint Inspection
Building for clearance during the peak hours, hence shortening
the processing time for vehicles. The Sub-group also visited
the cargo clearance area to have a better understanding of the
operation of the Road Cargo System (ROCARS) at the Hong Kong
Port, and the electronic system for receiving road cargo manifests
at the Shenzhen Port and how the two systems had contributed
considerably to the smooth and efficient cargo flow between the
two places.






