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In 2012, we celebrated the 15t Anniversary of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region (SAR). 2012 is also a year of fruitful
cooperation between Hong Kong and Guangdong. A package of
39 policy measures was announced by the Central Government
on 30 June to strengthen Hong Kong’s cooperation with the
Mainland in trade and other areas, among which more than 20
are of direct relevance to Guangdong. At the 15th Plenary of the
Hong Kong/Guangdong Cooperation Joint Conference held on 14
September, both sides agreed to accord top priority to pursuing
early achievement of liberalisation of trade in services between
the two places, underscoring both sides’ commitment to expand
and deepen cooperation by leveraging on the country’s staunch
support for Hong Kong’s economic development.

The Business Council maintained a keen interest in developments
in the country. Through participation in forums, seminars, visits
and topical studies, the Business Council examined the progress,
opportunities and challenges of economic and trade cooperation
between Hong Kong and Guangdong and put forward valuable
views and suggestions to the Hong Kong SAR Government.

Since its inception in 2004, the Business Council, under the
leadership of Dr Victor Fung and active support of its Members,
had played a unique role in converging opinions from businesses,
professionals, academia, business support bodies and think-
tanks on the enhancement of Hong Kong’s economic ties with the
Greater Pearl River Delta region and development of the regional
economy. The Business Council also published a number of study
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reports conducive to our formulation of relevant policies, including
Hong Kong’s role and positioning in the economic development
of the country, further liberalisation and deepening of CEPA, and
tapping the domestic market of the Pearl River Delta region by
leveraging the strengths of Hong Kong.

On behalf of the SAR Government, | extend my sincere gratitude
to Dr Fung and all who have served as Members for their
dedicated contributions to the Business Council’s success.

Mrs Carrie LAM
Chief Secretary for Administration
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



