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Executive Summary
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The fifth term of the Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council
ran from March 2012 to February 2013. The Business Council
was chaired by Dr Victor Fung and comprised 40 Members. In
this term, four Sub-groups had been formed under the Business
Council to study the major issues surrounding Hong Kong/
Guangdong cooperation. The four Sub-groups were:

1. Cross-boundary Passenger and Cargo Flow Sub-group
2. Joint Investment and Trade Promotion Sub-group

3. Sustainable Development Sub-group

4. Services Industry Development and Human Resources Sub-
group
The Business Council also set up a Task Group to conduct a study

on “Tapping the Domestic Market of the Pearl River Delta Region
by Leveraging the Strengths of Hong Kong”.
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Work of the Sub-groups

1. Cross-boundary Passenger and Cargo Flow Sub-group:
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The Sub-group was concerned about improving the efficiency
of cross-boundary passenger, vehicle and cargo flows, and
the hardware and software coordination. In the past year, the
Sub-group discussed a number of issues, including enhancing
cross-boundary infrastructures and facilities, fostering smooth
and efficient cross-boundary passenger, vehicle and cargo
flows between Guangdong and Hong Kong, and enhancing
Hong Kong’s status as a global aviation and shipping centre,
etc. The Sub-group also visited the Shenzhen Bay Port to
examine the facilities and operation, and exchanged views
with the authorities on the improvement of cross-boundary
passenger and vehicle flow.
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2. Joint Investment and Trade Promotion Sub-group:

Through study visits and seminars, the Sub-group aimed to
give Hong Kong enterprises a deeper understanding of the
business environment of Guangdong and to enhance business
collaboration between the two places. During this term, the
Sub-group co-organised a seminar entitled “Hong Kong -
Qianhai: Innovation and Cooperation” with the Services
Industry Development and Human Resources Sub-group
and the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce. The
seminar provided a platform for the trade to explore business
opportunities arising from the development of Qianhai.

. Sustainable Development Sub-group:

The Sub-group focused on three main tasks: Vessel Emission
Reduction, Air Quality Improvement and Enhancing Exchange
and Cooperation with Guangdong. The Sub-group had
engaged stakeholders and relevant government departments
in the discussion of the first two issues. The Sub-group also
met with the representatives of Guangdong Environmental
Protection Department, followed by a visit to the related
environmental facilities in Guangzhou, to exchange views on
improving the environment of the Pearl River Delta region and
strengthening cooperation.

. Services Industry Development and Human Resources Sub-

group:

Assisting Hong Kong’s service industries to open up the
Guangdong market was the main objective of the Sub-
group. During the period, the Sub-group joined hands with
the Joint Investment and Trade Promotion Sub-group and
the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce in organising
the seminar entitled “Hong Kong — Qianhai: Innovation
and Cooperation”, during which guest speakers and
representatives from the business sectors exchanged views on
how Hong Kong enterprises could take part in and contribute
to the development of Qianhai. At a forum jointly organised
with the Bauhinia Foundation Research Centre, the Sub-group
shared views with the trade on the business opportunities
available to Hong Kong medical professionals in the Pearl
River Delta cities.
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Task Group on “Tapping the Domestic
Market of the Pearl River Delta Region by
Leveraging the Strengths of Hong Kong”

Riding on the Mainland's policy to expand domestic consumption
demand, it would be beneficial to the economic development of
both Hong Kong and Guangdong if Hong Kong enterprises could
leverage their strengths and experience to open up the domestic
market of the Pearl River Delta region, thereby making Hong
Kong and the Pearl River Delta region the production, logistics,
distribution and retail centre of the country as well as the Asia
Pacific region. The Business Council set up a task group in July
2012, and in collaboration with the Hong Kong Government
Central Policy Unit, carried out a research into this area. Through
interviews with Hong Kong enterprises and industry support
organisations, and case analysis, the task group drew up practical
and workable recommendations for the reference of stakeholders
and the Governments of Hong Kong and Guangdong.

External Liaison of the Business Council

In the past year, the Business Council and its Sub-groups
maintained close liaison with the Governments of Hong Kong
and Guangdong, the Guangdong’s Association for Promotion
of Cooperation between Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao,
as well as the trade, relevant business organisations, academia,
professional bodies and think-tanks. Major liaison activities
included:

* In April 2012, the Business Council had exchange of views
with representatives of the Hong Kong Government on the
latest development of Hong Kong/Guangdong economic and
trade cooperation, and explored possible areas for fostering
communication and cooperation between the two places.

* In May 2012, the Business Council attended the CEPA seminar
jointly organised by the Ministry of Commerce, Guangdong
Provincial Government and Hong Kong Government, and
conveyed the concerns and views of the trade on the
implementation of CEPA and its Supplementary Agreements,
liberalisation of trade in services, trade and investment
facilitation and CEPA early and pilot implementation measures
in Guangdong.
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In July 2012, the Business Council invited a representative
from the Hong Kong Government to give a presentation on
the measures under Supplement IX to CEPA. The Business
Council reflected the views of the trade and urged the
government to enhance communication with the trade on the
implementation of CEPA.

The Business Council invited a Mainland expert to present
the “12th Five-Year Plan for the Development of Services
Industry of Guangdong” in July 2012, and shared views with
Members on the future direction for deepening cooperation
with Guangdong.

At the 15t Plenary of the Hong Kong/Guangdong Cooperation
Joint Conference held in September 2012, the Business
Council provided a written report on work progress of the
Business Council.

In October 2012, the Joint Investment and Trade Promotion
Sub-group and the Services Industry Development and Human
Resources Sub-group joined hands with the Hong Kong
General Chamber of Commerce in hosting a seminar entitled
“Hong Kong - Qianhai: Innovation and Cooperation”. The
event provided a platform for discussion with representatives
from the business sector on the relevant policies and business
opportunities available.
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In November 2012, Council Chairman Dr Victor Fung attended
the “Symposium on Internationalization of Shenzhen” as a
guest speaker to share his views on the possible areas for
deepening cooperation between Shenzhen and Hong Kong,
with a view to enhancing regional competitiveness.

In December 2012, the Business Council invited a
representative from the Tourism Commission to give a
presentation on the latest development of the Kai Tak Cruise
Terminal and the future of cruise tourism in Hong Kong, and
exchanged views on ways to enhance the status of Hong Kong
as a cruise hub, and to foster cooperation with adjacent areas.

In December 2012, the Cross-boundary Passenger and Cargo
Flow Sub-group visited the Shenzhen Bay Port and exchanged
views with the Governments of Hong Kong and Shenzhen on
the related work and progress of development.

In January 2013, the Business Council sent a delegation to
Guangzhou to meet with the representatives of Guangdong
Environmental Protection Department, and exchanged views
on environmental issues of mutual concern.

In February 2013, the Business Council joined hands with
Bauhinia Foundation Research Centre in hosting a forum on
primary care services of the Pearl River Delta, and exchanged
views with participants on the business opportunities for Hong
Kong medical professions in the area.



