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Objectives

The Sustainable Development Sub-group focused on three main
tasks during 2010-2012, they were: Air Quality Improvement
(including the promotion of electric vehicle), Water Resources
Improvement and Solid Waste Treatment. The Sub-group
exchanged opinions on major issues of concerns with various
stakeholders to explore the related business opportunities and
jointly monitor the progress of sustainable development.

Maijor Issues of Concerns

1. Pearl River Delta Regional Air Quality Improvement

The Sub-group concerned about objective and aggregate
indicators to measure the air quality in Hong Kong. The
Environmental Protection Department (EPD) pointed out that
the Air Pollution Index which were publicised daily on-line at
the EPD’s webpage had directly reflected the air quality in Hong
Kong. It also served to inform residents of the local air pollution
information and provide the necessary health advisory. The
Hong Kong Observatory also regularly released on its webpage
the number of hours of reduced visibility which might also serve
as an indirect indicator to reflect the variation of air pollutant
levels. In addition, the Sub-group referenced the study done by
Hong Kong Polytechnic University and Harvard University.

The Sub-group also discussed the increase of cross-boundary
vehicles running between Hong Kong and Guangdong had
worsened the air pollution in Hong Kong. The EPD pointed out
that all those vehicles had to comply with the prevailing emission
standards set for Hong Kong before they were issued with the
necessary license and allowed to run in the territory.

The Sub-group welcomed the significant reduction in pollutant
concentration since the establishment of the Pearl River Delta
Regional Air Quality Monitoring Network in November 2005.
Apart from pollutant concentration, the Sub-group suggested
that there should be monitoring on the total emission which was
affected by the level of economic activities. Hong Kong should
also be mindful of the pollutants from across the boundary.
Hong Kong and Guangdong would cooperate to sustain efforts
in reducing total emission in the region. The undertaking of a
joint study on the post-2010 arrangements for the reduction of
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air pollutant emission in the Pearl River Delta region was a major
initiative.

2. Development of Regional Green Energy and
Promoting the Use of Electric Vehicles

On promoting electric vehicles (EV), the Sub-group noted the
lack of charging facility at both private and commercial property.
Property developers believed it would be easier to provide EV
charging facility at private premises of undivided share; on the
other hand, for premises with different landlords, installing these
facilities would involve many technical hurdles such as trunking,
power supply and consent from different owners and owners’
organisations, etc.

The Sub-group advised the Government to offer incentives
to property developers and users for providing EV charging
facilities and using EVs respectively. It was noted that a working
group had been formed under the Steering Committee on the
Promotion of Electric Vehicle in August 2010 to promote the
expansion of the EV charging network. The Government was
also encouraging the property development and management
sectors to set up EV charging points in their commercial and
residential developments. Moreover, the Government had
waived the first registration tax on EVs and set up the Pilot
Green Transport Fund for public transport operators to test out
green and low carbon transport technology including promoting
the wider adoption of EVs.

The Sub-group further suggested the Government to consider
further facilitate left-hand drive EVs to trial run in Hong
Kong. Cooperation with the Mainland on development of an
efficient and standardised EV charging system, especially on
quick charging to commercial vehicles, could be a business
opportunity within the Greater Pearl River Delta region. Building
energy efficiency should be emphasised as a long-term
environment protection strategy in the Greater Pearl River Delta
region.

The Sub-group believed the Government should also regulate
the emission from vessels entering Hong Kong waters and
encourage ferry operators to switch to using cleaner fuel, such
as ultra low sulphur diesel. Government should consider helping
owners of diesel light goods vehicles to replace their vehicles
with more environmental friendly models. This would, oﬁ the
one hand, enhance the efficiency of the sector, and on the;other
hand, help reduce air pollution. \
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3. Management of Water Resources

On water resources management, the Sub-group suggested
monitoring the fresh water supplied from Dongjiang water, Hong
Kong'’s water consumption and quality, as well as Government’s
effort in promoting water conservation and the use of
environmental friendly and energy efficient equipment. Water
Supplies Department (WSD) encouraged commercial users to
install sensor type water taps with flow restrictors and would
conduct study on the use of grey water for cooling purposes.
The Sub-group also discussed on increasing water charges,
which had remained unchanged since 1995, to encourage
water conservation. WSD was of the view that there should be
adequate public discussion before implementation of relevant
measures.

The Sub-group noticed some local enterprises intending to use
reclaimed water, but the assessment procedures required under
the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Ordinance were so
complicated, which would undermine the willingness of those
interested in using reclaimed water. The Sub-group suggested
the WSD and the EPD to consider streamlining the said
procedures or exempting enterprises with low reclaimed water
consumption from the EIA procedures. A member put forward
the proposal that Hong Kong could consider drawing reference
from the water reclamation project currently implemented by
Singapore, which was conceptually similar to the recycling of
treated sewage effluent. However, WSD expressed that given
the current water supply situation in Hong Kong, there was no
pressing need to use reclaimed water for potable purposes.

The Sub-group and Development Bureau concerned about
the water conservation facility. The Hong Kong Green Building
Council (HKGBC) had developed, on the basis of international
standards, a Building Environmental Assessment Method
Plus (BEAM Plus) Scheme, which conferred different levels of
certificates on buildings with sound environmental friendly and
energy efficient measures. To further promote the advantages of
energy and water conservation, the HKGBC was also developing
guidelines which would outline the investments required for and
possible savings achieved by environmental friendly and energy
efficient measures for reference by developers and business
operators.
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The Government was currently studying on the construction of
desalination plant. As desalination plant required a large amount
of steam during operation, the Sub-group suggested the steam
generated from Daya Bay Nuclear Power Station to be used in
the plant so to achieve energy saving purpose. The Sub-group
would continue to discuss this issue with the Government in
coming term.

4. Protecting the Source and Quality of Water
Supplied to Hong Kong

On the water supply and usage of the Pearl River Delta, the
Hong Kong Government had conducted a joined project with
the Water Resources Department of the Guangdong province.
Through scientific regulation of the water storage of their three
major reservoirs, the Gunagdong province was regulating the
flow of the Dongjiang River to ensure adequate supply. Together
with the current strategy of “containing growth of water demand
through conservation”, it was expected that the existing water
supply arrangement could cope with the projected water
demand in Hong Kong beyond 2030. If water resources were
insufficient by then, strategies such as seawater desalination,
water reclamation or grey water recycling would be considered
to increase water resources, taking into account the technology,
energy situation and cost effectiveness prevailing at that time.
On the issue of water resources in the Pearl River Delta, the
meeting noted that the Jiangxi Provincial Government had
indicated that the Central Authorities strongly supported the
supply of water to Hong Kong, and Jiangxi was instructed not to
develop the source areas of the Dongjiang to protect quality of
water supplied to Hong Kong.




66

AIFHRERT(F\E

Sustainable Development Sub-group

5. BIKEIE

(TZAHEWE) WABRREEZRT2
BERAHREREA  FBEEKEE
KERBEEREZREHHPTESRERE
MAHEE  BEHREZEH -  FER
RILMTR IS IR B R K RIFIREEIGA
A (A REERENELERZCER
RIREE) EARMTIZHERSE )\l
SREDERMEKBENSE - S
BiE T RIBREZENBE A KEERIE
AIER

6. EIREEEYEIE

THRNERRFERAB=ANESF -
ERGaRNEERENSE  SANE
ERYH RzB{ER A BERNER -
MERRIREBIE S (FRE T B ERA G
BMEORNES  DRFSHERERAK
HEHERRNBREBMAR - BE
ATNETRM RN BB AE A A6
B Bl R R SRR R E E AR
GeRBE R B L A RER{ER

TR RIS R BN R 5 B {5 PR T AR A
FRAE - LEREEEY AL I S aE
B I IETRERR BRI IR E P (PR R R
A& - RIFREZREEAL AN
AT SREZEEIRE B RIZRE %
Tk 7 AR AL LURL ARG S - TR I ABE
LBRPELELE - RIEREZ LA 2IHE
EEREREHDO - iSEERELREH
REMEMNHERES - EMERAIRATE
EHER - R ERFEAEMAERZA
BRAERENAZEHIER - LURER
5 BYMAERRENERREREER
X MR REENREENGEE
RIZEERRE

5. Sewage Treatment

“The Outline of the 12th Five-year Plan” reflected the Nation’s
emphasis on enhancement of public services. Business
opportunities would arise from application of Hong Kong’s
experiences in sewage treatment, water resources management
and monitoring in the Mainland. The environmental technology
and water supply service providers in Hong Kong could make
use of the Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (CEPA)
to gain access to the Mainland market to explore business
opportunities. The Sub-group would continue to monitor
the cooperation of Hong Kong and the Mainland on sewage
treatment. In addition, the Sub-group had invited the EPD to
talk about the sewage treatment facilities in Hong Kong.

6. Solid Waste Treatment

Using the concept of Integrated Waste Management Facilities
(IWMF), the Sub-group had explored the cooperation with
the Greater Pearl River Delta region to make good use of the
reusable materials and turn them into reusable resources.
However, the cross-boundary cooperation should comply with
the relevant national law of China on control of waste import
and be in line with the requirements of the relevant international
convention on regulating the transboundary movement of
municipal solid waste. In the meantime, Hong Kong was actively
exploring the option to turn waste into a useful energy source,
e.g. collecting the methane generated by the wastes in the
South East New Territories Landfill for conversion into energy.

At the same time, Hong Kong could also consider using the
model adopted in Singapore where solid wastes were burnt
and turned to energy, and use the leftover waste ash to create
landfill islands. The EPD was currently planning to develop the
first IWMF at an artificial island near Shek Kwu Chau. Apart
from reducing refuse volume by incineration, the facilities could
generate electricity during the incineration process. The EPD
also planned to develop organic waste treatment facilities that
could turn food waste into useful biogas and compost products.
The biogas could be used as renewable energy for electricity
generation and other energy uses. Hong Kong had now three
landfills for waste disposal. Our first priority was to reduce
waste, and as a second priority we would encourage waste
sorting for reuse or recycling purposes. Together with final
waste treatment for waste disposal, Hong Kong was pursuing an
integrated waste management solution.



