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The National 12th Five-Year Plan, promulgated in 2011, includes
a full chapter dedicated to Hong Kong and Macao. The chapter
makes it an official national development strategy to maintain
Hong Kong’s long-term prosperity and stability and to deepen
economic cooperation between Hong Kong and the Mainland.

Through strong collaboration and policies aligned with the
national development strategy, Hong Kong and Guangdong
are making significant contribution to the nation’s long-term
economic growth. By complementing each other’s strengths,
both places can help to maintain the nation’s robust economic
growth and increasing prosperity.

Businesses and enterprises in the Greater Pearl River Delta are
well poised to take advantage of the opportunities arising from
these developments for their upgrading and transformation,
hence contributing to the sustained development of Hong Kong
and Guangdong and, in turn, of the nation as a whole.

The Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council has closely
monitored the progress of Hong Kong-Guangdong cooperation
and other developments in the Mainland over the past two
years. The Business Council has commissioned two studies,
namely “Hong Kong’s Roles and Positioning in the Economic
Development of the Nation” and “Policy Recommendations for
Further Liberalisation and Deepening of CEPA during the 12-5
Period”. Views and suggestions from the industrial, business
and professional sectors on the National 12th Five-Year Plan and
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on policy measures under CEPA were collated for reference by
relevant authorities. It is encouraging to note that the National
12th Five-Year Plan takes account of a number of the Business
Council’s recommendations, and the study report on CEPA has
been well received in the wider community.

| thank Members for their contributions to, and support for
the Business Council’s work. This has enabled the Council to
play an effective role in converging opinions on Hong Kong-
Guangdong cooperation from the business sector, professional
bodies and the community.

As cross-boundary collaboration broadens and deepens more
issues will arise that draw on the collective wisdom of the
Government and the community. | look forward to the continued
input and support from the Business Council.
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