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the past two years, the Business Council and the Sub-groups

had numerous exchanges with the HKSAR and Guangdong
Governments, CCPIT Guangdong Sub-Council, and relevant
business organisations as well as academia of the two places on
issues of Hong Kong/Guangdong cooperation. It also worked
closely with major chambers of commerce, professional bodies
and universities in Hong Kong as well as the organisations
involved in forging cooperation between the two places. The
Business Council would like to thank these organisations for their

suppott.

As an organisation set up under the framework of the Hong Kong/
Guangdong Cooperation Joint Conference (the Joint Conference),
the Business Council and its Sub-groups met with relevant
government departments of both places from time to time to
exchange views on cooperation proposals in a number of areas,
including investment promotion, facilitating people and cargo
flows, sustainable development, as well as the development of

services industry and human resources.

The Business Council also reported its progress of work and
relayed the concerns of business sector to senior officials of
both governments. At the 11th and 12th plenary meetings of the
Joint Conference held in August 2008 and August 2009, Council
Chairman Dr Victor Fung reported respectively in person and
writing work progress of the Business Council and its future work

plan to the HKSAR and Guangdong Governments.
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In December 2008, at the invitation of the Planning Department
of the HKSAR Government, the Business Council attended
the second consultation forum on the “Planning Study on the
Co-ordinated Development of the Greater Pearl River Delta
Townships” and shared its views and ideas with representatives
of the Planning Department, Peking University and Guangdong
Urban and Regional Planning and Design Institute.

“The Outline of the Plan for the Reform and Development of the
Pearl River Delta (2008-2020) (“Outline”) was officially released
in January 2009. To fully explore and leverage the important
opportunities arising from the “Outline”, the Business Council set
up an ad hoc group in April 2009 to conduct studies on two major
areas, namely industries and livelihood matters. In September
2009, a study report was released by the Business Council and
submitted to the Hong Kong and Guangdong Governments.
Both governments responded positively to the report with high
recognition. In January 2010, Mr Huang Huahua, the Governor
of Guangdong, had a meeting with Council Chairman Dr Victor
Fung and some Members to exchange views on Hong Kong /
Guangdong cooperation matters, including the recommendations

as set out in the study report.

The Business Council and the CCPIT Guangdong Sub-Council,
its Guangdong counterpart under the framework of the Joint
Conference, have stayed in close contact and worked in concerted
efforts to take forward practical cooperation work.

In April 2008, Mr Si Qingwei, the Vice-President of CCPIT
Guangdong Sub-Council, met with representatives of the Business
Council Secretariat to discuss the way forward for furthering
cooperation among non-official trade organisations in Guangdong,
Hong Kong and Macao with a view to enhancing economic

development within the region.
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In September 2009, Guangdong set up the Guangdong’s
Association for Promotion of Cooperation between Guangdong,
Hong Kong and Macao (the Association) and invited Council
Chairman Dr Victor Fung and a number of Council Members
to be Honorary Presidents and Honorary Vice-Presidents of
the Association. The Association was tasked to facilitate the
implementation of the “Outline”, deepen cooperation among
Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao, and foster system and
mechanism innovation by means of non-official exchange and
collaboration. Its aim was to uphold the principle of “One Country,
Two Systems” and promote the economic, social and cultural
cooperation and development among the three places. The
Business Council would maintain close liaison with the Association
to jointly promote deeper private sector cooperation among
Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao and implementation of the
“Outline”.

In June and September 2008 and November 2009, the Business
Council’s Joint Investment and Trade Promotion Sub-Group,
the CCPIT Guangdong Sub-Council and Invest Hong Kong
(InvestHK) co-organised study visits to Hong Kong for delegations
of Guangdong privately-owned enterprises (POE) under the
“Hong Kong-Your Platform to Go Global” programme. Some 200
POE representatives met with people from Hong Kong’s major
chambers of commerce, Hong Kong Trade Development Council
and InvestHK, etc. during the visit to gain a deeper understanding
of the business-starting procedures and the investment

environment in Hong Kong.

In 2008, the Business Council’s Sustainable Development Sub-
group had discussions with representatives of business sector and
academia on various issues concerning, inter alia, environmental
protection, improvement of air quality in PRD and development of

alternative energy.
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In August 2008, Council Chairman Dr Victor Fung met with
Mr Lu Yixian, Deputy Secretary of CPC Guangzhou Municipal
Committee, Mr Tang Hanghao, Deputy Secretary of Guangzhou
Municipal Government, and other departmental leaders of
Guangzhou Municipal Government, to exchange views on
“internationalisation of business standards and regulations”,
in particular the meaning of “standards” and “regulations”,
and promotion of “regulation cooperation” between the two
places. Discussions were also made with reference to the World
Competitiveness Index compiled by the International Management

Development Institute of Lausanne, Switzerland.

To arouse public awareness and enhance public recognition of the
“Outline” through extensive coverage by different media, a press
luncheon was organised in September 2009 for the release of
the Business Council’s study report in response to the “Outline”.
At the luncheon, Council Chairman Dr Victor Fung, together with
the convenors of the Industries and Livelihood Matters Sub-
groups, explained the report’s recommendations in detail to senior
representatives of media organisations in Hong Kong and the
Mainland and responded to relevant enquiries.

In July 2009, the Forum on the Implementation of “the Outline
of the Plan for the Reform and Development of the Pearl
River Delta Region” by Hong Kong and Nine Pearl River Delta
Municipalities (the Forum) was held in Hong Kong. Council
Chairman Dr Victor Fung hosted the Forum at the invitation of
the HKSAR Government. The attendees included the Chief
Executive, the Chief Secretary for Administration, the Vice-
Governor of Guangdong, heads of the nine PRD municipalities
and their delegations, as well as members from the business,
financial, innovation and technology, and tourism sectors. The
Forum was to give members of Hong Kong’s relevant sectors a
better understanding of the progress of “Outline” implementation
in the nine PRD municipalities. It also offered an opportunity for

direct exchanges with the Guangdong Government and the nine
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municipalities for strengthening cooperation on the basis of the

“Outline” and long years of Hong Kong/Guangdong cooperation.

Before the financial tsunami which swept the entire world in
early 2009, the Business Council convened a special meeting
in November 2008, inviting representatives from the HKSAR
Government and local business sector to jointly analyse the state
of the economy and explore effective measures to help Hong
Kong enterprises turn crisis into opportunity. Council Chairman Dr
Victor Fung held a press conference immediately after the meeting
to announce feasible proposals in a hope to offer timely assistance

for Hong Kong enterprises to ride out the financial turmoil.

In September 2008, the Business Council and Hong Kong General
Chamber of Commerce co-organised the “Second Seminar on
Prospects of Hong Kong/Shenzhen Economic Cooperation”,
inviting representatives of the HKSAR Government, the Shenzhen
Municipal Government and local business sector to have a
timely review of Hong Kong/Shenzhen cooperation in economic,
social and cultural aspects and explore the direction for future

cooperation.

In March 2009, the Business Council and Hong Kong General
Chamber of Commerce co-organised a seminar entitled “Hong
Kong/Guangdong Cooperation under the Pearl River Delta
Regional Plan”. Representatives from the governments, business
sectors and academics of both places were invited to the
seminar to jointly explore the possibilities of fully leveraging the
favourable policies of the “Outline” for the benefit of the economic

development of Hong Kong and Guangdong.

)
o Ié

75



