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Objectives And Scope Of Work

The Sub-group has arranged a number of joint investment and
trade promotion seminars and missions for Guangdong enterprises
to learn about Hong Kong's business environment. In addition,
it also helped to improve communications and gave Hong Kong
enterprises a clearer understanding of the business environment in
the province. This will further facilitate and improve co-operation

between the two places.

In January 2009, the State Council announced the “Outline of
the Plan for the Reform and Development of the Pearl River
Delta” (“Outline”). Shortly after, the Sub-group directed its focus
on strengthening non-governmental exchanges between the
two places; promoting regional economic cooperation; helping
Guangdong Province enterprises to “go out”; and helping
enterprises upgrade their technologies.

Work Progress
Facilitating Mainland Investment in Hong Kong

A key function of the Sub-group is to help Mainland enterprises,
especially small and medium enterprises, to gain a better

understanding of Hong Kong’s business environment, and to

enhance their confidence to invest in the territory.
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In June 2008, the Sub-group and its Guangdong counterpart,
together with Invest Hong Kong, jointly organised a delegation for
privately-owned Guangdong enterprises to visit Hong Kong. The
60 participating entrepreneurs gained a first-hand understanding
of the approval procedures for setting up a business in Hong
Kong. They also learned about the operation of relevant HKSAR
Government departments, as well as support offered by local
professional bodies and chambers of commerce. The mission’s
focus was on how they could make full use of the creative
industry here to help Guangdong move up the value chain and for

companies to build their brands.

In September 2008 and November 2009, the second and third
missions for privately-owned Guangdong enterprises were
arranged respectively with an aim to briefing the delegates on
procedures and regulations on setting up in Hong Kong, as well as
product and services promotion via the Hong Kong platform. The
business owners were also given suggestions on how they could
leverage Hong Kong in their business expansion strategies, as well
as what funding schemes are available for SMEs, and how they
can broaden collaboration in advanced industries. As regards the
mission held in September 2008, the delegates’ focus was more
on promoting cooperation in industrial design and the creative
industries; for the mission organized in November 2009, the latest
development and support to the cyber and information technology
industry was specifically introduced to the delegates.

Seminars on Economic Cooperation

Together with the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce, the

Sub-group has organised two seminars. The first, “Prospects for
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Hong Kong-Shenzhen Economic Cooperation,” discussed urban
planning in Shenzhen, and how the development of Hong Kong’s
high-end service industries. A second seminar that the Sub-group
organised focused on “Prospects for Cooperation between Hong
Kong and Guangdong, under the Planning of the Pearl River Delta.”

In January 2008, the first “Prospects for Hong Kong-Shenzhen
Economic Cooperation Seminar” took place. The seminar explored
cooperation at governmental level, as well as possible cooperation
models for businesses. Two key elements that emerged from
the seminar were the facilitation of the flow of goods and people
between Shenzhen and Hong Kong, and expanding economic,

social and cultural integration.

In September 2008, a second workshop reviewed and updated
topics that were raised in the first seminar. The workshop also
discussed high-end service industries cooperation, and also
examined how Shenzhen’s Urban Planning Scheme might impact
Hong Kong service providers comtemplating to enter the market.

In March 2009, the Sub-Group organized a seminar to help

business communities understand “the Outline”, with government

representatives, businessmen, and academics analysing issues
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from different perspectives. The exercise helped to paint a clearer
picture of how future cooperation between the Pearl River Delta
and Hong Kong might develop. More importantly, it helped
enterprises learn about potential investment opportunities.

Facilitating Movement of Businesspeople

The Sub-group has been pursuing further simplification of
immigration procedures for Guangdong investors to travel to
Hong Kong, and has, through formal and informal discussions
with relevant Hong Kong Government departments, studied the
effectiveness of immigration arrangements including the “Capital

Investment Entrant Scheme” and “Admission Scheme for Mainland
Talents and Professionals.” The government responded that the Sub-
group's recommendations would be considered.

Conclusion

Continued economic integration with the Pearl River Delta is
broadening prospects for wider two-way trade and investment
between Guangdong and Hong Kong. The Council and the Sub-

group will continue to pursue ongoing issues and projects to help

facilitate this closer economic relationship.
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