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Guangdong and Hong Kong are close
brothers, as shown by their ever increasing
exchanges, cooperation and joint phenomenal
achievements. As an important promoter of
Guangdong/Hong Kong cooperation and a leading
organisation in steering private sector cooperation
between the two places, the Greater Pearl River
Delta Business Council has, since its inception,
played its role fully in fostering such collaboration
and developments. In a pragmatic manner, the
Business Council has facilitated exchanges and
cooperation between Guangdong and Hong Kong
in vast areas including trading and tourism, and
has done a lot that have effectively contributed to
the prosperous development of the two places.
Particularly, against the impacts of the global
financial crisis that swept the world since 2008, the
Business Council has helped Hong Kong enterprises
to stand together with confidence and determination,
tackling difficulties head on and endeavouring
to ride out the storm. The Business Council has
also actively facilitated the implementation of the
Outline of the Plan for the Reform and Development
of the Pearl River Delta, conducting in-depth
publicity about government policies and relaying
the industries’ concerns to the authorities. It has
vigorously promoted CEPA implementation and the
policy of “early and pilot implementation” for opening
up the service sector, and relentlessly assisted
Hong Kong enterprises in Guangdong, particularly
processing trade enterprises, to accomplish
restructuring and upgrading. Indeed, the Business
Council has made positive contributions in assisting
Hong Kong and Guangdong to overcome difficulties
and attain economic stability and recovery. This
year, despite the many difficulties, total value of
imports and exports between Guangdong and Hong
Kong have still maintained a magnitude of around
US$350 billion. Hong Kong’s direct investment in

Guangdong, in particular the service industry, has
even grown rapidly against the general downward
trend. Cooperation between the two places in
various areas including trading, tourism, major
infrastructural development, technology, culture and
livelihood are all moving forward. These remarkable
achievements are attributable in no small part to
the efforts of the Greater Pearl River Delta Business
Council. On occasion of the publication of its 2008-
2010 Term Report, | wish to extend, on behalf of the
People’s Government of Guangdong Province, our
warmest congratulations to the Business Council. |
would also like to express our heartfelt appreciation
for the dedication and contribution of the Business
Council in promoting cooperation between
Guangdong and Hong Kong.

Looking back, we have tided over difficulties together
and reaped fruitful results. Looking forward, we
will work together to embrace a promising future. |
hope the Business Council, under the leadership
of the HKSAR Government, will fully leverage the
opportunities arising from closer Guangdong/
Hong Kong cooperation and play an important role
in “enhancing mutual communication, engaging
dialogues, making recommendations and conducting
facilitation” with a view to furthering unity among
enterprises, strengthening cooperation and
development, and thus making new contributions for
the prosperity of the two places.

Mr Wan Qingliang

Vice-Governor

People’s Government of Guangdong Province
December 2009

15

R



