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Sustainable Development Sub-group

Objectives

2 LY

u ?
broad strategic direction is to promote environmental
protection and energy conservation. To tie in with this

direction, Hong Kong and GPRD cities should proactively
deploy our existing economic resources to lay a solid

the 11™ Five-Year Plan period, the State's

foundation for our country's sustainable development. In
this connection, the Sustainable Development Sub-group
held that, on top of the vigorous efforts in forging closer
Hong Kong/GPRD cooperation, we should also promote our
sustainability measures in Hong Kong to have the concept
of sustainable development further built into our social and
economic fabric, thereby fueling continuous economic growth
and creating a more well-connected and favourable business
and living environment for GPRD cities.

The Sub-group was highly concerned about regional air
pollution and growth in cross-boundary people flow, and
considered it necessary to raise awareness in the region of
clean production, improve the regional air quality, intensify
multi-disciplinary exchanges between Hong Kong and GPRD,
and strengthen cross-boundary social support services.

Work Plan and Suggestions

To achieve the above objectives, three meetings were held
in 2006-07, to which representatives from government
departments, research institutions and business associations
were invited to provide input on air quality improvement.
Among them, representatives of the Environmental Protection
Department (EPD) were invited to brief Members on the
implementation framework of the Emissions Trading Pilot
Scheme for Thermal Power Plants in the Pearl River Delta
Region announced officially in early 2007 as well as the
progress of existing air quality improvement measures in
Hong Kong. The purpose was to gain an understanding of
the feasibility and progress of achieving the 2010 emission
reduction targets in Hong Kong and Guangdong.
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The Sub-group also visited Guangzhou in June last year for
a working conference with its Guangdong counterpart to
discuss preparatory arrangements and exchange views on
issues such as the Project CLEAN AIR and clean production.
In 2006-07, the Sub-group focused its efforts on the following
areas:

Reducing regional air pollution

The Sub-group considered that environmental pollution in
the GPRD, especially air pollution, remained serious and
agreed that improvement of regional air quality should top
the list of their agenda. In view of the exponential growth
of population and industries in the GPRD, Hong Kong must,
in its drive to improve regional air quality, strengthen its
communication with Guangdong, build up a tripartite
cooperation among government, business sector and the
general public, and take the lead in implementing exemplary
measures. Through the concerted internal and external
efforts, we should endeavour to proactively promote and
regulate clean production and improve air quality in order
to achieve an early success in the reduction of emissions
and pollution.

1. Clean Air Charter

The Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council (the Business
Council), Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce
(HKGCC), Hong Kong Business Coalition on the Environment
(HKBCE), CCPIT Guangdong Sub-Council and the
Guangdong Environmental Protection Industries Association
joined hands to encourage GPRD enterprises into signing
the Clean Air Charter last year. In addition, at the "Business
for Clean Air" Joint Conference co-organised in November
2006 by HKGCC, HKBCE and Action Blue Sky with the
Business Council as a strategic partner, Chief Executive
Donald Tsang signed the Clean Air Charter on behalf of the
HKSAR to underline its determination to combat air pollution.

The HKGCC and CCPIT Guangdong Sub-Council will
continue their efforts to distribute the Charter to enterprises
in GPRD cities and work vigorously to urge both Hong Kong
and local manufacturers there to set a good example by
joining this voluntary scheme of clean production to reduce
emissions and pollution, improve overall air quality and make
GPRD a better place to do business and live.
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2. Study visit to a clean production enterprise

In March 2007, the Sub-group and HKGCC paid a joint study
visit to a Hong Kong-invested enterprise in Gaoming of
Foshan City, Guangdong Province to see its clean production
facilities, including its production lines, thermal power plant
and wastewater treatment plant. The visit was arranged to
facilitate an understanding of how environmental friendly
and clean production technology and management model
were employed by PRD manufacturers to control the
emissions of polluting sources like exhaust and wastewater
generated in the course of production. This clean production
enterprise was a testimony to the fact that a well-designed
business model was not only possible for environmental
conservation and efficient production but also instrumental
in boosting profits and brand value. The Sub-group hoped
that the success of this enterprise could serve as an example
to set extensively in the region a new trend of clean
production.

Future Work

Looking forward, the Sub-group would continue to work
closely with the governments and professional agencies of
both places and facilitate constructive exchanges on policies
and technologies pertaining to emissions and pollution
reduction with the aim of promoting environmental friendly
and clean production in the GPRD region through multi-
dimensional measures on the basis of a tripartite partnership
among government, business sector and the general public.
The Sub-group would also strive to encourage different
sectors in both places to approach the planning of long-
term regional development more from a panoramic social
policy perspective with a view to laying a more solid
foundation for the sustainable development in GPRD cities.
The Sub-group would also focus its attention on other areas
including:
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Seminar on clean production in Guangdong and
Hong Kong

The Sub-group would co-organise a seminar in Guangzhou
with the CCPIT Guangdong Sub-Council and the Guangdong
Environmental Protection Industries Association. The seminar,
tentatively named "Seminar on Clean Production”, sought to
foster technological exchanges in clean production adopted
by Hong Kong and Guangdong enterprises. The seminar was
scheduled in June 2007.

Clean Air Charter signature campaign

On top of the continued efforts to promote the Clean Air
Charter signature campaign in the GPRD region, new
initiatives would be introduced to take the Clean Air Charter
forward in the next phase. In this connection, the HKGCC
was working on a plan under which a Clean Air Certification
Scheme would be launched in second half of 2007, a
voluntary scheme aimed at encouraging Charter signatories
to take active measures to implement and meet the targets
of clean production or operation.

Cross-border social support services

For better social inclusion of the two places, the Sub-group
would continue to maintain close communication with the
governments and non-governmental organisations of the
two places and incentivise different sectors in both places
to collate more information on cross-boundary floating
population with a view to making more comprehensive and
practical policy recommendations for long-term regional
development and planning, hence laying a more solid
foundation for sustainable development and social inclusion
of both places.

=

Tyt
"



