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Services Industry Development Sub-group
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Objectives

WM more CEPA measures on facilitation of trade in

services implemented, the Sub-group continued to explore
ways to step up the promotion of CEPA, suggest possible
solutions to problems and risks encountered and look for
more innovative ways to translate the CEPA measures into
high treasure values for the professionals as well as the
community in the GPRD region including Hong Kong.

The sub-group also took the attitude that it is important for
Hong Kong/Mainland cooperation be a two-way traffic and
that Hong Kong is taking its role in contributing to the
development of the whole country ahead.

Work progress

The sub-group has continued to work upon the difficulties

for the Hong Kong services industry to enter the Mainland

market as identified in the past. Those difficulties include:

e the complex procedures in obtaining the necessary
approval/licences to start operation;

¢ the high barriers of entry such as the high entry threshold
and the need to obtain professional qualification in the
Mainland; and

e the different modes of operation for professional practice
in Hong Kong and the Mainland.

The Sub-group was happy to see that the HKSAR and
Guangdong governments have forged closer cooperation
to enhance the transparency of relevant policies and
regulations. Some of the application procedures for setting
up professional practice in the Mainland have also been
streamlined. Frequent exchanges between chambers of
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commerce and professional bodies in both places have
become a norm rather than an exception. On some difficult
issues, it was appreciated that there were constraints on
what a provincial government could do and hence the
problems had to be addressed at a higher level. However,
the great effort put in to help figure out a possible solution
was commended.

The Sub-group was also very happy to work closely together
with Technology, Education & Human Resources Sub-group
to turn Hong Kong into a knowledge hub for the GPRD
region. Further development of the region required upgrading
of our educational/professional standards to those widely
adopted in many other parts of the world. The two Sub-
groups identified this as a long-term need of the region and
efforts had to be put in to bring out the benefits which would
also be useful for generations to come. The very first step
towards this goal was to create an electronic platform where
different universities, professional institutes, Trade
Development Council and other interested parties could
pool together information on the training programmes they
run for professional services. The main purpose of this
exercise was to minimise duplications of resources. An
additional purpose was to provide for cross-discipline and
cross-institute experience sharing in organising such training
courses.

Way forward

The Sub-group would continue to explore ways and means
to facilitate professional practice in Guangdong under CEPA.
Moreover, the Sub-group would try all sorts of way to make
Hong Kong a knowledge hub of the region.



