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TAI.S year, the Hong Kong Guangdong
Cooperation Joint Conference (Joint
Conference) will hold its Tenth Plenary. Over
the past ten years, the economic and social
integration between Hong Kong and
Guangdong has been gaining momentum. As
a business committee established under the
framework of the Joint Conference, the Greater
Pearl River Delta Business Council (Business
Council) has made enormous efforts in the
past three years to promote private sector
exchanges and cooperation between Hong
Kong and the Mainland, putting forward a
number of concrete and constructive proposals
in a wide spectrum of areas of Hong
Kong/Guangdong cooperation.

The Business Council brings together
talents representing various major sectors of
Hong Kong to carry out studies on issues
related to Hong Kong/Guangdong cooperation.
These include enhancing efficiency in handling
cross-boundary passenger and cargo flows,
attracting Guangdong's privately-owned
enterprises to set up business in Hong Kong,
assisting Hong Kong's professional services
sector to gain access to the Mainland market
and fostering sustainable development. Last
year, the Business Council was also actively
engaged in exploring the direction for
Guangdong's future economic development,
in particular its latest developments under the
11™ Five-Year Plan and their implications for
Hong Kong, as well as the impact of the
Mainland's processing trade policy on Hong
Kong. These issues are of significant

importance to Hong Kong's future
development.

As a bridge between the Government and
the business community, the Business Council
has been successful in liaising with Hong
Kong's business sector and bringing their
concerns and concrete recommendations to
the Hong Kong and Guangdong Governments.
The Business Council has also worked in active
collaboration with the China Council for the
Promotion of International Trade Guangdong
Sub-Council to encourage Hong
Kong/Guangdong enterprises to adopt clean
production technology to reduce emissions,
with a view to improving air quality in the
Greater Pearl River Delta region. Furthermore,
the two Councils have made impressive
achievements in attracting Guangdong's
privately-owned enterprises to set up business
in Hong Kong.

To tie in with the opening-up policy of China
after its accession to the World Trade
Organisation and the latest developments in
Guangdong under the 11t Five-Year Plan, |
look forward to the Business Council's
continued efforts in supporting and promoting
Hong Kong/Guangdong cooperation through
the display of resilience and innovation, the
legendary traits of the business community in

Hong Kong.
T

Mr Henry Tang
Chief Secretary for Administration of HKSAR
July 2007
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Sa key player in fostering private sector
cooperation between Guangdong and Hong
Kong, the Greater Pearl River Delta Business
Council has, since its inception, made
tremendous contribution to facilitate
cooperation and development between both
places. In 2006, the Business Council has,
building on the consensus and key areas of
cooperation between the two places, strived
to promote Guangdong/Hong Kong
cooperation under CEPA, to foster the
integration between Hong Kong's producer
professional services and Guangdong's
manufacturing industries and to promote the
collaboration of research on the regional
economic integration of Greater Pearl River
Delta (GPRD) as a whole. The Business Council
also provided advice and made proposals on
various agendas, such as strengthening
Guangdong/Hong Kong collaboration in taking
forward the clean air initiatives, facilitating
Guangdong enterprises' "go global" process,
and assisting the relocation of Hong Kong's
manufacturing enterprises in Guangdong. lts
significant contributions had gone a long way
towards enhancing Guangdong/Hong Kong
cooperation. The total value of imports and
exports between Guangdong and Hong Kong
in 2006 reached an all-time high of more than
US$350 billion after successive growths in
recent years. Guangdong/Hong Kong
cooperation is also moving forward in various
areas including services industry, tourism,
major infrastructural development, technology

Guangdong Province

and culture. These outstanding achievements
are attributable in no small part to the Business
Council's work. On behalf of the People's
Government of Guangdong Province, | wish
to extend our warmest congratulations on the
publication of the 2006-07 Annual Report of
the Business Council. | would also like to take
this opportunity to express our heartfelt
appreciation of the dedication and contribution
of the Business Council in strengthening
cooperation between the two places.

It is a consensus between the governments
and people of both places that Guangdong
and Hong Kong should move ahead hand in
hand on the basis of enhanced collaboration.
This year marks the 10" anniversary of the
reunification of Hong Kong with our Motherland.
This is a momentous and golden time to
enhance the cooperation between the two
places, in view of the immense business
opportunities and the promising future. | hope
the Business Council, under the leadership of
the HKSAR Government, will play an even
greater role in "enhancing mutual
communication, engaging dialogues, making
recommendations and conducting facilitation"
with a view to achieving new successes in
promoting the cooperation, prosperity and
development of Guangdong and Hong Kong.
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Mr Tang Bingquan

Executive Vice-Governor

People's Government of Guangdong Province
June 2007




