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the past year, the Business Council exchanged
views on various issues concerning Hong
Kong/Guangdong cooperation with the HKSAR and
Guangdong governments, CCPIT Guangdong Sub-
Council and relevant business organisations as well
as the academic community in the two places. It also
worked closely with the major chambers of commerce,
professional bodies and universities in Hong Kong as
well as the organisations involved in forging
cooperation between the two places. The Business
Council would like to thank these organisations for
their support.

Liaison with HKSAR and Guangdong
Governments

As an organisation set up under the framework of the
Hong Kong/Guangdong Cooperation Joint Conference
(the Joint Conference), the Business Council and its
Sub-groups met relevant government departments of
both places from time to time to exchange views on
cooperation proposals in a number of areas, including
investment promotion, facilitating people and cargo
flows, environmental protection, as well as technology
and education.

The Business Council also reported its progress of
work and relayed the concerns of business sector to
senior officials of both governments. At the ninth
plenary meeting of the Joint Conference held in August
2006, Council Chairman Dr Victor Fung reported work
progress to HKSAR and Guangdong governments and
gave a briefing on the Council's work plan.
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In May 2006, the Business Council's Cross-boundary
Passenger and Cargo Flow Sub-group met Ms Zhao
Yufang, the Director General of the Port Administration
Office of Guangdong Province in Guangzhou. At the
meeting, Hon Andrew Leung, the Convenor of the
Sub-group, and other group members put forward
their views on ways to enhance operational efficiency
at boundary crossings, particularly on matters relating
to customs clearance of cross-boundary container
trucks, and received positive response from Ms Zhao.

Liaison with CCPIT Guangdong Sub-
council

The Business Council and the CCPIT Guangdong
Sub-Council, its Guangdong counterpart under the
framework of the Joint Conference, had stayed in
close contact and worked in concerted efforts to take
forward substantive cooperation items.

In June 2006, Mr Ye Yao, the President of CCPIT
Guangdong Sub-Council, met Council Chairman
Dr Victor Fung to exchange views on the cooperation
of the two Councils.
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Liaison between Hong Kong and
Guangdong Sub-groups

The Business Council's Joint Investment and Trade
Promotion Sub-Group held a number of meetings with
Guangdong's GPRD Investment and Trade Promotion
Sub-group last year. In May 2006, they co-organised
a study visit for the first delegation of Guangdong
privately-owned enterprises (POE) to Hong Kong.
Representatives from more than 20 Guangdong POEs
joined the two-day investment tour to explore how
Hong Kong could be leveraged as a springboard for
them to go global and the opportunities for setting up
business in Hong Kong. In August 2006, the two sub-
groups collaborated again and organised in Foshan
the second Hong Kong Investment Promotion Seminar,
attracting more than 200 POE representatives from
Foshan and others areas in Guangdong. The
participants were briefed on the setting up procedures
and the investment environment in Hong Kong.
Subsequent to the event, those interested in
establishing a presence in Hong Kong joined the
second study programme entitled "Hong Kong -

Platform for Guangdong Enterprises to Go Global"
organised in Hong Kong in December 2006.
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The Business Council's Sustainable Development
Sub-group continued to work with its Guangdong
counterpart last year to explore cooperation in
improvement of air quality in the GPRD region. In
March 2007, the two sub-groups co-organised a clean
production visit to a Hong Kong-invested enterprise
in Foshan in collaboration with the Hong Kong General
Chamber of Commerce and the Hong Kong Business
Coalition on the Environment to see its production
lines, thermal power plant and wastewater treatment
plant.
understanding of how environmental friendly and clean

The visit was arranged to facilitate an

production technology and management model were
employed by PRD manufacturers to control the
emissions of polluting sources like exhaust and
waste*\/ater generated in the course of production.
The two sub-groups would continue to deepen their
cooperation. As part of the efforts in this direction,
they were planning a Clean Production Seminar to
explore with Guangdong enterprises on how to further
promote clean production for improvement of the
regional air quality.

Briefing by the Department of Justice:
Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments
in Commercial Matters between
HKSAR and the Mainland

In July 2006, the Business Council and the Mainland
Affairs Liaison Office of the Constitutional Affairs
Bureau, HKSAR Government invited the acting Law
Officer of the Department of Justice to give a briefing
to representatives of the business community on the
Arrangement on Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments
in Civil and Commercial Matters by the Courts of the
Mainland and of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region pursuant to Choice of Court Agreements
between Parties Concerned, which had been signed
by the two places. More than 50 Members of the
Business Council and representatives of chambers of
commerce attended the briefing to gain an
understanding of the new arrangement.
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Seminar on Guangdong's Economic
Restructuring and Development of
Western Pearl River Delta - Opportunities
and Challenges for Hong Kong

In 2005-06, the Business Council conducted two major
studies, namely, "Guangdong's Economic
Restructuring - Opportunities and Challenges for Hong
Kong" and "The Development of Western Pearl River
Delta and its Prospects of Cooperation with Hong
Kong", and the reports of both studies were completed
in the middle of last year. In November 2006, a seminar
was organised by the Business Council, the Hong
Kong Trade Development Council, major chambers
of commerce of Hong Kong and the CCPIT Guangdong
Sub-Council. Among the participants were
representatives from the HKSAR Government and
various sectors of Hong Kong as well as Mainland
academics. They were invited to explore, from the
perspectives of their respective sectors, what
preparatory measures the governments and enterprises
of the two places should take in face of the new
challenges. More than 200 business representatives
attended the seminar and engaged in lively discussion.

Exchanges with Mainland Academics
and Organisations/Institutions in Hong
Kong

Guangdong's 11* Five-year Plan and Hong Kong
At its meeting in June 2006, the Business Council
invited Professor Feng Xiaoyun of Jinan University to
give a briefing on Guangdong's developments under
its 11 Five Year Plan, particularly on its infrastructure
planning and the directions of economic developments
in order for Hong Kong to grasp the province's
developments and to prepare for the opportunities
and challenges ahead.

Exchange with professional bodies, academic

institutions and related organisations in Hong Kong
The Business Council's sub-groups held meetings
and exchange sessions on issues of respective
concerns with various organisations in Hong Kong,
including professional bodies, universities, training
institutions and chambers of commerce.
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