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Reports of the Sub-groups
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Cross-boundary Passenger
and Cargo Flow Sub-group

Objective and Scope of Work

Tﬁ advise on measures to improve clearance arrangements
for smoother passenger and cargo flows between Hong Kong
and Guangdong, with a view to enhancing the overall efficiency
in business operation of the GPRD as an economic entity.

Issues Covered by the Sub-group during the
Year

1. Arrangements on the use of the Hong Kong-Shenzhen
Western Corridor:

In view of the commissioning of the Hong Kong-Shenzhen
Western Corridor in mid-2007, the Sub-group met with the
relevant bureaux and departments of the HKSAR Government
to obtain an idea about the feeder roads in Shenzhen and Hong
Kong connecting to the Corridor and the customs clearance
arrangements of the new control point at Shenzhen Bay. The
Sub-group also expressed its view that vehicles with Closed
Road Permits of the Sha Tau Kok and Man Kam To Control
Points should be allowed to use the Corridor.

In addition, the Sub-group proposed the Immigration Department
to consider introducing measures, such as self-service
immigration clearance, to facilitate customs clearance for
businessmen with foreign passports travelling frequently between
Hong Kong and the Mainland.
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2. Vehicle clearance at the Lok Ma Chau Control Point

The Sub-group suggested assigning dedicated corridors at
land boundary crossings for vehicles with no passengers and
streamlining immigration and customs clearance, having regard
to the substantial growth in the cross-boundary private vehicle
flow.

3. Visa related issues

The Sub-group also made a proposal for removing the
restrictions on Mainland residents visiting Macao with a "Macao
only" permit prohibiting them from visiting Hong Kong on the
same trip. In addition, overseas visitors who used "point-to-
point" tickets to travel into the Mainland were required to apply
for a multiple-entry visa if they wanted to visit Hong Kong as
part of their China trip, and the fee was double that of a single
entry visa. The Sub-group therefore proposed a reduction in
the fee of multiple-entry visa in order to encourage more
overseas visitors to the Mainland to make a side trip to Hong
Kong.
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Other Work

In May 2006, the Sub-group met with Ms Zhao Yufang, Deputy
Director-General of the Department of Foreign Trade and
Economic Cooperation of Guangdong Province and Director
General of the Port Administration Office of Guangdong Province.
At the meeting, the Sub-group put forward a number of concrete
proposals for enhancing the efficiency of cross-boundary
passenger and cargo flow, including full implementation of co-
location clearance progressively at all boundary control points
for the HKSAR and Guangdong Governments' consideration;
introduction of cross-boundary passenger helicopter service;
and replacing the existing licensing arrangements with a "cross-
boundary toll" to control cross-boundary traffic. The Sub-group
also proposed that additional customs clearance lanes be
opened at the 24-hour Huanggang Control Point between
10 pm to 2 am to accommodate truck traffic and relieve
congestion during that period of time.

In May 2006, the Sub-group met with the study group on
"Coordination and Development Plan of the Greater Pearl River
Delta City Cluster", set up under the Expert Group on Hong
Kong/Guangdong Town Planning and Development, and put
forward its views on the scope of the study and the issues to
be covered.

Future Work Focus

The Sub-group would continue to keep a close watch on cross-
boundary passenger and cargo flow, e.g., the cross-boundary
measures and the operation of feeder transport service upon
the commissioning of the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western
Corridor in July this year.

Conclusion

With the closer economic and trade relations between Hong
Kong and Guangdong, and the introduction of more Mainland
cities of which residents are allowed to visit Hong Kong under
the Individual Visit Scheme, the cross-boundary passenger and
cargo traffic between Hong Kong and Shenzhen would be
getting heavier. It is therefore important to enhance customs
clearance efficiency and build additional boundary control points
to meet the growing needs. Collaboration between the HKSAR
and Guangdong Governments in lobbying for streamlined and
comprehensive policies on cross-boundary clearance and their
joint efforts in developing customs clearance infrastructure
would enhance GPRD competitiveness and promote its
prosperity and economic growth.
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