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Tourism, Culture

and Sports Sub-group

Objectives and Scope of Work
0% eczcaeé of the Sub-group were to advise on policies

and strateg|es pertaining to the enhancement of cooperation between
Hong Kong and Guangdong in the areas of tourism, culture and sports
S0 as to:

1. promote visitor flow between Guangdong and Hong Kong; and

2. promote development and cooperation between Hong Kong and
Guangdong in the area of arts, culture and creative design, and
to enhance integration of human resources, local economic
development and cultural innovation in both places.

Scope of work

1. For tourism, the scope of work was to promote enhancement in
relevant infrastructure, transport facilities, entry/exit procedures
and cross-boundary facilities to better connect various parts of
Guangdong and facilitate passenger flow both into Hong Kong
and via it to other key overseas destinations; and

2. For culture, the scope of work was to promote cooperation and
exchanges in performing arts and culture, and facilitate the
clustering for creative industries in Hong Kong and Guangdong.

Work Plan and Progress to Date

Tourism

Hong Kong's tourism industry continued to gain momentum in 2005,
as visitor arrivals reached 23 million, representing a 7.1% growth
compared with the previous year. With the extension of the Individual
Visit Scheme (IVS) to the remaining six Pan-PRD provincial cities,
Hong Kong had benefited from the increase in traveller flow under
the expansion of the IVS to 44 cities from 1 May 2006.

To further boost tourism traffic, the Sub-group focused on visa-related
issues including:

1. to tackle the negative impact of higher cost of multiple entry visa
for overseas visitors/business visitors in the Mainland, who wish
to visit Hong Kong as part of a trip to the Mainland;

2. to facilitate entry of Mainland visitors holding valid Macao permits
to visit Hong Kong on the same trip.
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In addition, the Sub-group continued to lobby for support from
respective authorities to permit Hong Kong travel agencies to operate
both inbound and outbound tours in the Mainland, in particular in
Guangdong, under the CEPA arrangements.

Work progress

The Sub-group raised the issues with relevant Government Bureaux,
and also pursued with the Guangdong Provincial Tourism Bureau on
the negative impact of higher cost of multiple visas on visitors
conducting side trips to Hong Kong. The Guangdong Provincial
Tourism Bureau indicated initial support to review the visa fees with
a view to encouraging overseas visitors holding valid passport to
travel to Hong Kong on the same trip.

The subject of permitting Mainland visitors with valid IVS permits to
visit Macao to also visit Hong Kong was raised with the relevant
authorities and a reply is pending.

Under CEPA Il agreement, the required paid up capital and annual
turnover for Hong Kong's travel agencies and operators were lowered.
The new arrangement would facilitate the expansion of business
operation by Hong Kong operators in the Mainland. The operation
of both inbound and outbound tours in the Mainland would continue
to be reviewed and discussed under CEPA IV.

Culture

The Home Affairs Bureau of the HKSAR Government, through the
GPRD Cultural Summit, continued its effort in working very closely
with the GPRD authorities in enhancing cooperation in cultural
exchange particularly in the area of performing arts and setting up
of a Cantonese Opera information centre.

Work progress

The Sub-group complemented the works of the Government, and
hoped that more efforts could be invested in promoting cultural
exchange of community-led arts/cultural groups (non-government
groups). With respect to the proposal to pursue a garment industry
cluster in Cheung Sha Wan as a pilot project, in view of the demolition
of the Cheung Sha Wan Flatted Factories completed by end 2006,
the Sub-group agreed that the Business Council should further pursue
how to maintain Hong Kong's leading edge in the creative / design
sector in the region.
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SiE Conclusion

HBZZEATAFARBRITTRETEANTHE In April 2006, the Business Council reviewed the future scope of work

PMARARKIETE - 281G - BEBHK of various Sub-groups, and agreed that the initiatives of the Tourism,

W S RAEE TN TS BImER Culture and Sports Sub-group would be followed up by the Cross-
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AFAIRTAENME - RS LRRE TR boundary Passenger & Cargo Flow Sub-group, Service Industry

N N 2 SR M-
B ABRAZ R TR MR - Development Sub-group and the Technology, Education & Human

Resources Sub-group, respectively:
1. EEARMREIENA group, respectively

i BHABXRSIENSEUMEHAR -
1. Cross-boundary Passenger & Cargo Flow Sub-group

RIHTR ;
i E{EEHE%%E%%IXE’J?@?I\BE% i. visa related issues with a view to facilitating people flow and
SR = A A A B = B Eo At cultural exchange;
wER ii. facilitating overseas visitors travelling to GPRD to conduct
ii. FEEEERSIENN T ER K E side trips to Hong Kong or to other GPRD areas; and
B © iii. facilitating Mainland visitors holding valid visas to travel to >

Hong Kong.
2. RBZLARRIENA
i B (ERBERRRARH) EHH 2. Service Industry Development Sub-group
BIDUA » SRSHRAIERR i. continue to pursue with relevant authorities on CEPA IV
agreement.
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3. Technology, Education & Human Resources Sub-group

N2 -
i E%%ER/QU%IM R EES i. Enhancing cultural exchange of GPRD 'non-government'
. =2 ! A )i

fERR IS TR ERET groups; and

A o ii. Promoting cultural/creative industries and reinforcing Hong

Kong's status as the regional centre of high value-add industries
such as creative industries.




