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Objectives and Scope of Work

7ée Sub-group aimed to:

1. advise on policies and strategies;

2. forge closer cooperation between the private sectors of both
places; and

3. establish closer ties with the Guangdong Province and its major
cities

for the promotion of Hong Kong/Guangdong cooperation in technology,

education and human resources development.

Work Progress and Suggestions

Education and human resources training

In the past year, the Sub-group studied in detail the current cooperation
between Hong Kong and Guangdong in technology, education and
human resources development.

After discussions and exchange of views with relevant departments
of HKSAR Government, the Sub-group developed a proposal on the
inclusion of education services into Closer Economic Partnership
Arrangement (CEPA) Ill. The proposal was submitted to the Education
and Manpower Bureau and the Commerce, Industry and Technology
Bureau was fully briefed as well. However, the proposal had not been
incorporated into CEPA Il as the Central Government had yet to open
up education services in the Mainland.

There was progress in manpower training cooperation between Hong
Kong and Guangdong last year. Thanks to the joint efforts of various
parties, an industrial/academic cooperation agreement was signed
between the Federation of Hong Kong Industries and the Huizhou
Business School on the provision of vocational training for the industrial
and commercial sectors. This marked an important step in the
development of vocational training in the GPRD.
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Design and technological cooperation

Through arrangement by the Guangzhou, Dongguan and Shenzhen
governments, a host of talented designers in the Mainland came to
Hong Kong in November 2005 to attend Business of Design Week
2005: Lifestyle Asia, a major international conference organised by
the Hong Kong Design Centre, featuring world-class designers as
speakers. They had useful exchanges with other participants in the
areas of branding and design education. In this connection, the
Sub-group suggested enhancing communication and exchanges of
human resources between the design sectors in Hong Kong and
Guangdong.

On 21 March 2006, the Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks
Corporation, the Shenzhen Hi-Tech Industrial Park and the Xi'an Hi-
Tech Industrial Development Zone signed a memorandum of
understanding on cross-regional collaboration and development in
innovation and technology. Under the memorandum, a joint service
platform would be set up to facilitate exchange of information and
extend the radiating influence of their technological resources and
services. The Sub-group believed that the joint initiative would be
conducive to the development of Hong Kong and Guangdong. To
enhance technological cooperation, the Sub-group considered that
more researches should be conducted on similar collaboration projects
so that lessons could be drawn in terms of their achievements and
problems encountered.

Future Work

The Sub-group would continue to explore and promote cooperation
with the GPRD in professional and vocational training, including Hong
Kong/Shenzhen technological cooperation and Hong Kong/Guangdong
cooperation in education, technology and creative industries.



