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tainable Development

Sub-group

Objective and Scope of Work

74@ Sustainable Development Sub-group aimed to proactively
promote closer cooperation between Hong Kong and Guangdong in
order to achieve sustainable development in GPRD in tandem with
its rapid economic growth. This would provide a solid foundation
for the long-term and comprehensive development of the two places.

The Sub-group was highly concerned about regional air pollution and
growth in people flow between the two places, and considered it
necessary to improve the air quality in the region and keep a close
watch on the support services for Hong Kong people living/working
in GPRD cities.

Work Plan and Suggestions

To achieve the above objectives, four meetings were held in the past
year, to which representatives from government departments, research
institutions and business associations were invited to provide input
on means to improve air quality. The Sub-group also visited Guangzhou
in July last year and had a meeting with its Guangdong counterpart
to exchange views on issues of common interest. In the past year,
the Sub-group focused its efforts on the following areas:

1. Reducing regional air pollution

The Sub-group considered that environmental pollution in the
GPRD, especially air pollution, was worsening and agreed that
improvement of regional air quality should top the list of working
priorities. In view of the exponential growth of population and
industries in the GPRD, Hong Kong must strengthen its
communication with Guangdong and build up a tripartite
cooperation among government, business sector and the general
public in its drive to improve regional air quality.

i Clean Air Charter
The Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council, Hong Kong
General Chamber of Commerce (HKGCC), Hong Kong Business
Coalition on the Environment, CCPIT Guangdong Sub-Council
and the Guangdong Environmental Protection Industries
Association jointly launched the Clean Air Charter on the Clean
Air Day on 20 November 2005. The HKGCC and the CCPIT
Guangdong Sub-Council also assisted in distributing the Charter
to enterprises in GPRD cities and encouraged both Hong Kong
and local manufacturers there to set a good example by taking
emission reduction measures voluntarily to improve air quality.
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ii Clean Production Demonstration Scheme

The Sub-group was exploring technology demonstration
projects with the Environmental Protection Department (EPD)
in order to raise the awareness of Hong Kong manufacturers
in Guangdong on energy saving, emission reduction and
application of clean production technology. The Sub-group
also intended to familiarise GPRD enterprises with clean
production practices. The objective was to strengthen their
sense of social responsibilities for sustainable development
and environmental protection in GPRD.

iii Reduction of vehicle emissions and control of fuel quality
Vehicle fuels and emissions were one of the major sources of
pollution in GPRD cities. The HKSAR Government has already
introduced Euro IV emission standard to all newly registered
vehicles from 2006. While the Guangdong Province is
geographically larger than Hong Kong, its government is still
seeking to advance the implementation of the National IlI
(equivalent to Euro Ill) emission standard in PRD cities. In this
connection, as part of an effort to promote Hong
Kong/Guangdong cooperation on air quality improvement, the
Sub-group was taking vigorous action to reflect the situation
to the Guangdong Provincial Government in the hope that it
would raise its emission standard to National IV (equivalent
to Euro IV) as soon as possible and upgrade the quality standard
of vehicle fuels.

2. Facilitating social inclusion

To better understand the current situation of Hong Kong people
living in the Mainland, relevant government departments were
invited to give a briefing to the Sub-group on the characteristics
of Hong Kong people living/staying substantially in the Mainland
and their utilisation of the social services of Hong Kong. The Sub-
group acknowledged the difficulties in assessing the number of
and conducting survey on Hong Kong people staying substantially
in the Mainland. Nevertheless, in order to maintain a closer linkage
with Hong Kong people living in the Mainland and gain a better
understanding on their needs, the Sub-group considered it
necessary for the governments and relevant organisations to carry
out in-depth studies.

Future Work

The Sub-group would continue to exchange views with government
departments and professional bodies on the elimination of regional
environmental pollution. It would explore how to secure professional
technical input, strengthen cooperation between the governments
of both sides and enlist support from the business sector, in order
to achieve clean production and strengthen control of vehicle
emissions/vehicle fuels in GPRD cities.

For promoting social inclusion of the two places, the Sub-group
suggested the HKSAR Government to conduct detailed analysis on
relevant available data. The Sub-group also suggested a joint survey
by Hong Kong and the Mainland on Hong Kong people who stayed
substantially in the Mainland without returning to Hong Kong, in order
to better understand their needs.
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