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Sustainable Development Sub-group
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Objectives of the Sub-group

Sustainable development, as defined by the United Nations
World Commission on Environment and Development, is “development
that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs.” The concept of sustainable
development and its strategic planning should go beyond environmental
and ecological protection to cover a wider scope including other equally
important issues like social development, land use and social inclusion.

Hong Kong has owed its success largely to its proximity to the
Mainland. To maintain sustainable development and achieve a “win-
win” situation, Hong Kong and the Mainland should continue to play to
their respective strengths and forge closer economic cooperation. It is
also important to take into consideration social needs when formulating
strategic development policies. To promote long-term development of
the two places, the Sustainable Development Sub-group has therefore
focused its efforts on achieving sustainable development in GPRD
through enhanced cooperation between Hong Kong and Guangdong.

The Sub-group aims to relay the views of local community on
issues like social inclusion, human resources development, provision
of necessary social services and environmental protection to the
Government, and to facilitate closer cooperation between Hong
Kong and Guangdong in order to promote mutual development and
improvements.

Work Plan and progress

In the past year, the Sub-group met officials from relevant
government departments, representatives of the social welfare sector
and environmentalists to share their views on issues relating to the
promotion of sustainable development in GPRD. On these issues, the
Sub-group made the following recommendations:
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(1) Improving air quality

The environmental pollution in GPRD has worsened recently
and has adversely affected the development of both places, directly
and indirectly. In particular, the poor air quality has become an
issue of grave concern in the community. According to a joint study
commissioned by the Environmental Protection Department and
conducted by the University of Hong Kong and the Chinese University
of Hong Kong in 2002, the annual economic loss possibly caused by air
pollution-induced respiratory and heart diseases was estimated to be as
high as HK$1.7 billion. As the PRD cities are larger in geographical and
population sizes, it could be projected that the combined economic loss
incurred by air pollution in Hong Kong and cities of Guangdong in recent
years would be much greater.

Without the cooperation of the Guangdong authorities, Hong Kong
alone cannot create a clean and healthy environment in the GPRD.
Despite Hong Kong’s effort to raise vehicle emission standard to Euro
[ll, and the plan for the progressive advancement to Euro IV standard,
the local level of respiratory suspended particulates still remains high.
The air pollution problem in the region is also serious, as evidenced by
Shenzhen’s record of 130 days being rated as poor in air condition in
the last year. In view of this, the Sub-group suggested the Guangdong
Government to put forward effective improvement measures, including
raising the vehicle emission standards to a level commensurate with that
adopted by Hong Kong as soon as possible, addressing the air pollution
issue through the use of cleaner fuel products and tightening all fuel
emission requirements.

(2) Facilitating social inclusion

The rapid economic growth in Hong Kong and Mainland cities has
engendered many social problems and rightly raised the concern of the
two places. According to a survey conducted by Hong Kong’s Census
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and Statistics Department in 2003, nearly 240 000 Hong Kong residents
were working in the Mainland. The Sub-group hoped to reflect the views
of the local community on issues like social inclusion, human resources
and provision of necessary support services, and to facilitate closer
cooperation between Hong Kong and Guangdong to identify solutions to
the problems through the introduction of relevant policies and initiatives.

The Hong Kong Council of Social Services signed a memorandum
of understanding with the Department of Civil Affairs of Guangdong
Province in August 2004. There are also other local voluntary agencies
which have set up enquiry service centres in the Mainland to provide
social support services to Hong Kong people working or living there.
The Sub-group looked forward to support from both governments to the
work of these agencies in offering suitable services for Hong Kong and
Mainland people working or living across the boundary to help promote
steady and long-term social development.

Way Forward

To take the cooperation between Hong Kong and Guangdong in
environmental protection further, the Sub-group will explore in greater
depth concrete measures to improve air quality. As a first step, the
Sub-group is working with Hong Kong’s major chambers of commerce
on promoting voluntary environmental protection work in enterprises,
such as the introduction of codes of practices. At the same time, the
Sub-group plans to work with the relevant Guangdong organisations
in conducting more research on air pollution in the GPRD in order to
identify the problems and improvement measures. Moreover, studies on
water quality improvement in both places will also be conducted.

As part of its effort to promote
social inclusion, the Sub-group will
study ways to strengthen cooperation
between the two governments, to
understand the profile, number and
needs of Hong Kong residents living
and working in the Mainland. The
findings could be used to facilitate
planning of suitable services for them.



