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~ South China Morning Post
GPO Box 47,

'Hong Kong

Dcar Su

: '[hc Road to Umvcxsal Suﬁ'mgc pmposal prepmed by Anson Chan and hf.t core
group appears to be amu:d mamly at Hong Kong's polmcal mmnmtam

It was fortunously rcleascd 1o the public at thc time of the ﬁzst ever two teh:vxsmn :
debates of the two candidates for the HKSAR chu:f ::wcuhve post. . :

This was & lnndmxrk mHong Kong S dsvclopmeut towards demo-ctar:y under the
" Basic Luw of Clnnn and the One Country - 'I'wo Systcms prmcxple and the rule of law.

A

. Anson Chan's core group rcpoxt camries a positive tone in that it has Jomed the emergng
~ mainstream view to convert the Election Committee of 800 info a Nominating Committee
for the chief executive, This paves the way towards an expanding concensus which :
could give the people of Hong Kong the right to elect r_hcxr chief execunvc under uchxsal

. suﬁ"rage by 20 12

. 'Ihc core rcpart pragmauczlly rmgmzcs that L.gco my havc 0 fo!‘ow 2 longerime
. frame towards uchrsal 3ufEtage compared o that of the chxef e\(ecunve elecuon_

Most of thc core gmle s report is focusscd on the group’s. pmfermd steps foxward,
with alternative optxcms m regard to chco 5 dcvclopmcm in the process :owards

umversal stfﬁagc

In pnnmple I support thc core group's pmposal urgmg govemmr:nt to
redeﬁne corporate voting for the 2008 Legco election to encompass all members of the
Boards of Directors, Executive and/or Managment Committees of those companies,
~ associations and orgamzatxons which currently exercise a single corporate vote. I would
urge the government 1o do its level best to come up with a compromise solution acceptable
10 the corporate constituency in time for the 2008 Legco election. -
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" As regards 2012, I think it would be very difficult to take away in that year half of the
30 functional constitutions to be converted to direetly elected geographic seats,

. as recommended by the core group. A more balanced approach with the chance of

- wader ameptabxhty, would be to change in 2012 all the functiopal constituencies into

10 groups in ordex to strengthen the mandate andxtprescnmnvcncss of thosc electzd

. (coregroupsmport,pams 65 Table 2).
Itis patenﬂy an open question whcthe:r full umvexsal suﬁinge for Legeo wxll be atmined
by 2012, asracogmzcdmﬁnccoxcgmupsrcport. :

. In the ongoing prepamnon of its madmap on POhthEl reform and umvcrsal suﬁ'agc
1 would urge the government 1o examine m demh the follomng -

- 8) the pros and cons of a bicamexrsal leg;slahm: as proposcd by the Busmcss and .
Professxonals chem&ou of Hong Koug, ' 4 . ‘

‘o) vis-a-vis the existing umcamcra] Ieglslamm whcn. itis pmposod in !he core groups report that .
all functiopal seats would be phased out by 2016, to bereplanadbygeogmp}uc directly o

. elected constituency seats, and presumably the removal of the split voting system of
the fimctional seats from the legislative deliberative process. I think this would bea
crucml fax:tot overall as to whether chco could mmnumvcrsal sufﬁ*agc by thc ym2016

Smocrely,
(Signed)

Hilton Cﬁeéng—lgm
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S 20 March 2007

The Hon Donald Y K Tsang '
Chief Executive
Government House,
Hong Kong
Dear Chief Executive:

1 attach a copy ofa letter on universal suﬂiagc which T sent to thc editor ofthf:
South Chma Mormn,g post on 19 March. ' o

My purposc in writing to you is sxmply to express my co::w:uon that
a bicameral legislature for Hong Kong could be a most suitable institution for the
attainment of universal suffrage and development of the democratic process in Hong Kong,
as a Special, Axirmmstmnvc Region of the People's Rzpubhc of Chma. ' .

© The Business and mecs.:nonals Federation of Hong Kong, as you know,
bas dane some studxes in this n:prd. ' v .

Por the forﬁxoommg green paper on this sub; e:ct whxch you cxpcct to have ready by
the middle of the year for public consultation, may I urge government 1o include in the
green paper the bicameral system as one of the viable options. v

Yox_lr sincerely,

(Signed)
Hilon Choong-;Leen

Enclosure





