Article 18: freedom of thought, conscience and religion


321.			Freedom of religion is one of the fundamental rights enjoyed by Hong Kong residents.  At the constitutional level, it is enshrined in Article 32 of the Basic Law (full text as Annex 1).  Religious organizations may freely acquire property, run schools, provide religious education and other social services.  Those rights are protected under Articles 137 and 141 of the Basic Law.


322.			Additionally, Article 15 of the BOR gives domestic effect to Article 18 of the Covenant.


Religious discrimination


323.			There has been no history of religious discrimination in Hong Kong.  But - in the autumn of 1997 - we twice saw press reports of possible instances.  In one of the instances, it was reported that the complainant had applied for a teaching post at a religious school.  In the other instance, the complainant had applied for a position as a social worker with a religious NGO.  Both claimed to have been rejected because they did not subscribe to the relevant faiths.


324.			Every effort was made to contact the complainants and to establish the facts as perceived by them and by the organisations in question.  In neither case were we able to trace the parties allegedly involved (one wrote to us but did not supply a return address).


325.			Government is committed to the promotion of equal opportunities for all without distinction, including religious belief.  In the area of education, religious schools that are subsidised by the Government are expected to practise non-discriminatory recruitment and admissions procedures.  Government-subvented NGOs are expected to recruit social workers (and other staff) on the basis of open and fair competition and to select candidates on the basis of their qualifications, experience and ability.  So far, we have not received complaints of discrimination on grounds of religious belief (as stated, those discussed above came to our attention through press reports).  But - as in the cases discussed - we are always prepared to investigate such complaints with the assistance of the schools or NGOs involved.
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