Preface


			On 1 July 1997, the Government of the People�s Republic of China resumed the exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong and established the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (the HKSAR).  Article 12 of �The Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People�s Republic of China� - Hong Kong�s constitutional document - provides that �The HKSAR shall be a local administrative region of the People�s Republic of China, which shall enjoy a high degree of autonomy and come directly under the Central People�s Government�.  Under the principle of �One country, Two systems�, the socialist system and policies are not to be practised in Hong Kong and the previous capitalist system and way of life shall remain unchanged for 50 years.


2.			In accordance with the provisions of the �Sino-British Joint Declaration on the question of Hong Kong� and the Basic Law, and taking into account the fact that the People�s Republic of China is not yet a state party to both the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Chinese Government notified the United Nations Secretary General on 4 December 1997 of the arrangements for the HKSAR to report to the United Nations in the light of the relevant provisions of the two Covenants.


3.			In early 1998, the Chinese Government notified the United Nations that the HKSAR was prepared to submit its first reports in the light of the relevant provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in 1998.


4.			The present report is the first report on the implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in the HKSAR in the light of Article 40 of the Covenant.  It reports on the period from 1 July 1997 to 30 June 1998.


5.			The report is compiled in accordance with the �Consolidated Guidelines for the Initial Part of State Party Reports� (UN Doc.HRI/1991/1) and the �Guidelines regarding the form and contents of Initial Reports from States Parties� (UN Doc.CCPR/C/5 Rev.2).  It is in two parts.  Part I is a �General Profile of the HKSAR�.  Part II provides specific information in relation to the different provisions of the Covenant.
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