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Article 1: progress and development of democracy


			The Basic Law sets out the blueprint for the development of democracy in the HKSAR.  Article 45 prescribes the principles by which the Chief Executive shall be selected.  It also states that the specific method for selecting the Chief Executive shall be as prescribed at Annex I of Basic Law�.  That is -





the Chief Executive shall be elected by a broadly representative Election Committee;


the Committee shall be composed of 800 members who shall be drawn from the sectors prescribed in paragraph 2 of the Annex; however


the Selection Committee for the first Chief Executive shall be composed of 400 members in accordance with the �Decision of the National People�s Congress on the Method for the Formation of the First Government and the First Legislative Council of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region� (text at pages 65 to 67 of Annex 1 to this report).  The first Chief Executive was accordingly elected in December 1996.


2.			Article 45 of the Basic Law provides that the �ultimate aim is the selection of the Chief Executive by universal suffrage upon nomination by a broadly representative nominating committee in accordance with democratic procedures.�


3.			Annex I to the Basic Law permits amendments to the method for selecting the Chief Executive for the terms subsequent to the year 2007.  Any such amendments would require the endorsement of a two-thirds majority of all Legislative Council members and the consent of the Chief Executive, and they must be reported to the Standing Committee of the NPC for approval.


4.			Similarly, Annex II of the Basic Law permits amendments to the method for forming the Legislative Council after 2007.  Again, such amendments would require the endorsement of a two-thirds majority of all Legislative Council members and the consent of the Chief Executive, and they would need to be reported to the Standing Committee of the NPC for the record.


5.			The first Legislative Council of the HKSAR was elected on 24 May 1998.  Twenty (one-third) of its members were elected by universal suffrage.  In accordance with Article 69 of the Basic Law, its term of office shall be two years (1998 to 2000).  From 2000 onwards, the term of subsequent Legislative Councils shall be four years.  Annex II of the Basic Law provides that the number of  directly elected Members shall increase to 24 in the second term (2000 to 2004) and to 30 for the third (2004 to 2008). Article 68 of the Basic Law provides that the ultimate aim is to elect all the members of the Legislative Council by universal suffrage.  A full discussion is at paragraphs 458 to 462 below in relation to Article 25.


� 	�Method  for the Selection of the Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region�,  paragraph 6 of which provides that the Chief Executive shall be selected in accordance with the �Decision of the National People�s Congress on the Method for the Formation of the First Government and the First Legislative Council of the HKSAR�.  That, in turn, provides that the first Chief Executive shall be selected by a broadly representative Selection Committee, composed of 400 members.
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