Article 20: prohibition on propaganda for war


373.			As stated in paragraphs 105 and 106 of the United Kingdom�s Initial Report on Hong Kong�, the criminal law does not specifically prohibit the distribution of propaganda for war.  But, if such propaganda, or its manner of presentation, were such as to bring the sovereign government into hatred or contempt or generally to create disorder, discontent or disaffection, it might amount to sedition under the current law, at least if there was an intention to provoke a breach of the peace.  If such propaganda were intended or tended to cause a breach of the peace, and the language used were threatening, abusive or insulting, a prosecution might proceed under the Crimes Ordinance (Chapter 200) or the Public Order Ordinance (Chapter 245). 


374.			As reported in paragraph 248 of the previous report, section 33 of the Television Ordinance and section 13M of the Telecommunication Ordinance give the Court of First Instance (formerly known as the High Court) authority to prevent the broadcast of particularly offensive material that is likely to incite hatred against any group of persons by reference to their race, sex, religion, or ethnic origin; result in a general breakdown of law and order; or gravely damage public health or morals.





� Submitted in September 1977 and examined in February 1979.
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