�SOCIETIES ORDINANCE

Pre-1992�1992�Amendments made in 1997��

(A)	Formalities



	Registration System



	1.	Within 14 days an established or deemed to be established society must apply to the Registrar (the Commissioner of Police) for registration or for exemption from registration (s.5(1)).�





Notification System



1.	Within 1 month an established or deemed to be established society must send to the Societies Officer (the Commissioner of Police) a notification in writing setting out the specified particulars (s.5).�









1.	Within 1 month of the establishment or deemed establishment of a society or a branch of a society, the society must apply to the Societies Officer (the Commissioner of Police) for registration or for exemption from registration.  The society or the branch may operate and continue to operate until the society is notified that the Societies Officer has refused its application for registration or exemption from registration (s.5).

��	2.	The Registrar may register the society or if he is satisfied that the society is established solely for religious, charitable, social or recreational purposes or as a rural committee or as a federation or other association of rural committee, he may exempt the society from registration (s.5(2)).��2.	The Societies Officer may register the society or the branch or if he is satisfied that the society or the branch is established solely for religious, charitable, social or recreational purposes or as a rural committee or as a federation or other association of rural committees, he may exempt the society or the branch from registration (s.5A).���
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��	3.	The Registrar may refuse to register or to exempt from registration a society on the following grounds (s.6 - s.8):-



		(a)	the society is a branch of any society whose registration has been cancelled;



		(b)	the society is unlawful by virtue of any other enactment;



		(c)	any group of members or office-bearers of the society have participated in or supported the commission of an offence under the Societies Ordinance, or any office-bearer of the society has been convicted of an offence under any other Ordinance which renders him unfit to hold office in the society;��3.	The Societies Officer may, after consultation with the Secretary for Security, refuse to register or to exempt from registration on a society or a branch on the following grounds:-



	(a)	he reasonably believes that the refusal is necessary in the interests of national security or public safety, public order or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others; or



	(b)	the society or the branch is a political body that has a connection with a foreign political organisation or a political organisation of Taiwan.



	In this regard, �connection� includes the following situations:-



	(a)	if the society or the branch solicits or accept financial contributions, financial sponsorships or financial support of any kind or loans, directly or indirectly, from a foreign political organisation or a political organisation of Taiwan;



	(b)	if the society or the branch is affiliated directly or indirectly with a foreign��Pre-1992�1992�Amendments made in 1997

��		(d)	the society is a branch of or is affiliated to or is connected with any organisation or group of a political nature established outside Hong Kong;



		(e)	the society exercises or intends to exercise influence over the conduct or management of any school and that such influence is of a political nature or prejudicial to the conduct or management of such school;



		(f)	the society is likely to be used for any purpose prejudicial to peace, welfare or good order in Hong Kong;



		(g)	the use of a misleading name (s.7); and��		political organisation or a political organisation of Taiwan;



	(c)	if the society�s or the branch�s policies or any of them are determined directly or indirectly by a foreign political organisation or a political organisation of Taiwan; or



	(d)	if a foreign political organisation or a political organisation of Taiwan directs, dictates, controls or participates, directly or indirectly, in the decision making process of the society or the branch.



	�Political body� means:-



	(a)	a political party or an organisation that purports to be a political party; or



	(b)	an organisation whose principal function or main object is to promote or prepare a candidate for an election.



	�Foreign political organisation� includes:-



	(a)	a foreign government or a political subdivision of a foreign government;���

Pre-1992�1992�Amendments made in 1997

��		(h)	the constitution or rules of the society do not contain the matters as required by the Registrar (s.8).��	(b)	an agent of a foreign government or an agent of a political subdivision of the foreign government; or



	(c)	a political party in a foreign country or its agent.

		(s.5)

��	4.	The Registrar may cancel the registration or exemption of a society on specified grounds similar to those in respect of the refusal of registration or exemption and also upon its failure to comply with certain provisions in the Societies Ordinance.  The Registrar must afford the society an opportunity to be heard before cancellation (s.10).

��4.	The Societies Officer may, after consultation with the Secretary for Security, cancel the registration or exemption from registration of a society or a branch on specified grounds similar to those in respect of the refusal of registration or exemption.  The Societies Officer must afford the society an opportunity to be heard before cancellation (s.5).



���
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���5.	Where the Societies Officer reasonably believes that the operation or continued operation of a society may be prejudicial to the security of Hong Kong or to public safety or public order, the Societies Officer shall notify the�5.	The Societies Officer may recommend to the Secretary for Security to make an order prohibiting the operation or continued operation of the society or the branch if:-



	(a)	he reasonably believes that the prohibition of the operation or

���Secretary for Security who may by order published in the Gazette prohibit the operation of the society (s.8).�continued operation of a society or a branch is necessary in the interests of national security or public safety, public order or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others; or



	(b)	the society or the branch is a political body that has a connection with a foreign political organisation or a political organisation of Taiwan.

		(s.8)

���6.	There are restrictions on the names of societies and changes of the particulars of a society (s.9 & s.10).�6.	Restrictions on the names of societies and changes of the particulars of a society under the 1992 Amendment Ordinance apply to both societies and their branches (s.9 & s.10)
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(B)	Appeals



	Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Registrar may appeal to the Governor in Council who may reverse or confirm the decision (s.12).�





Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Secretary for Security may appeal to the Governor in Council who may revoke or confirm the decision (s.8(7)).�





Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Societies Officer or the Secretary for Security may appeal to the Chief Executive in Council who may reverse, vary or confirm the decision (s.5 & s.8).��
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