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Information in relation to


each of the Articles


in Part I


of the Convention





Article 1 � Definition of racial discrimination 


"1.		In this Convention, the term "racial discrimination" shall mean any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based on race, colour, descent, or national or ethnic origin which has the purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal footing, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural or any other field of public life. 


2.		This Convention shall not apply to distinctions, exclusions, restrictions or preferences made by a State Party to this Convention between citizens and non-citizens.


3.		Nothing in this Convention may be interpreted as affecting in any way the legal provisions of States Parties concerning nationality, citizenship or naturalization, provided that such provisions do not discriminate against any particular nationality. 


4.		Special measures taken for the sole purpose of securing adequate advancement of certain racial or ethnic groups or individuals requiring such protection as may be necessary in order to ensure such groups or individuals equal enjoyment or exercise of human rights and fundamental freedoms shall not be deemed racial discrimination, provided, however, that such measures do not, as a consequence, lead to the maintenance of separate rights for different racial groups and that they shall not be continued after the objectives for which they were taken have been achieved."


�
		The commentary on Article 1, in the Manual on Human Rights Reporting (pages 273 and 274), advises Parties to -


discuss their policy with regard to racial discrimination and the legal framework of such a policy: we do so in paragraphs 2 to 12 below, in relation to Article 2 and in the 'General Framework' at paragraphs 28 to 39 in Part I.  The current Part I is an updated version of the 'General Profile' submitted to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights with our report under the ICESCR (which itself updated the version submitted to the Human Rights Committee with our report under the ICCPR); 


provide information on how the Convention and the rights put forward in it become part of the domestic legal order: again, we address these matters in paragraphs 2 to 12 below, in relation to Article 2 and in paragraphs 28 to 39 in Part I; and


provide general background information on the reporting State, and make special reference to the demographic composition of the population, and to any problems confronting different ethnic groups: we have addressed this to the best of our present ability in Part I and, in relation to certain special groups, in paragraphs 23 to 60 below in relation to Article 2 of the Convention.  In this regard, we wish to draw the Committee's attention to the note in section (e) of Part I concerning the ongoing demographic study of Hong Kong's ethnic composition and the 2001 Census.  Pending the findings of those exercises, we recognise that our ability to meet the Committee's requirement for demographic information is constrained by a lack of data.  We will make the result of the study available to the Committee as soon as they are available.  And we hope to include the findings of the 2001 Census in our next report under the Convention.





� PAGE �39�














