Article 40: Submission of report

340.
In compiling this report, the Government sought the views of legislators, NGOs and interested members of the public.

341.
In accordance with established practice, the method of consultation was to publish an article-by-article outline of topics that we proposed to cover.  Respondents were asked to comment on the implementation of the Covenant in relation to these topics and to draw attention to any additional issues that they considered we should include.  We have addressed their comments as appropriate in the sections relating to the relevant Articles.

342.
During the consultations, in the first half of 2003, the Government drafting team met NGOs and others to discuss the issues and to exchange views on the consultation process.  Again, in accordance with the established practice, the report will be published - in bound, bilingual format - after its submission to the Committee.  We have also introduced the practice of issuing CD-ROM editions, also free of charge.

343.
Also in accordance with established practice, copies of the Concluding Observations on the initial report were sent to the Judiciary as well as to legislators, NGOs and other interested parties after the hearing in November 1999.  We also uploaded them onto the Internet.  
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