Preamble


In paragraph 21 of its concluding observations of 15 November 1999 on the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region's (HKSAR's) initial report in the light of the Covenant, the Human Rights Committee (the Committee) sets the date for the submission of the next (second) periodic report as 31 October 2003.  This report is submitted accordingly.

2.
The initial report contained detailed information on the laws, policies, and practices that ensure Hong Kong's compliance with the Covenant.  Many of those are of long standing and, by nature, tend to remain unchanged - or to change very little - over time.  We do not propose repeating descriptions/explanations of such matters in this report and we will frequently state that "there have been no significant developments in regard to [the topic in question] and the situation remains essentially as explained in paragraphs [x to y] of the initial report."  We have taken this approach, the purpose of which is to avoid repetition and excessive length, on the basis of the guidance in the UN Manual on Human Rights Reporting (page 67, final paragraph). 

3.
For these reasons, the present report is shorter than the initial one.  In it, we focus on -

(a)
informing the Committee of significant developments since the hearing of the initial report; and, most importantly

(b) responding to the concerns and recommendations in the Committee's concluding observations of 15 November 1999.
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