Article 5: Prohibition on the destruction of any rights and freedoms recognised in the Covenant

63.
The position is as explained in paragraph 93 of the initial report.  But a commentator has said that proposals to enact legislation to give effect to Article 23 of the Basic Law (BL23) would amount to the destruction of rights and freedoms recognised in the Covenant, particularly those in articles 4, 14, 17 to 19, 21 and 22.  

64.
For the reasons in paragraph 62 above in relation to Article 4, this concern - and others that have been expressed in regard to the BL23 proposals - are addressed in the special chapter referred to in paragraph 62.  However, we take this opportunity to advise the Committee that, for the reasons explained in chapter 28, the proposals do not destroy, diminish, or compromise any of the rights in the Covenant.  Were they to do so to any extent whatever, they would be unlawful and in breach of the Basic Law.  
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