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Right to housing: legislative framework



The “framework” comprises the laws described below.

Housing Ordinance (Chapter 283)

2.
The Ordinance provides for the establishment of a Housing Authority to deliver public housing programmes.  It covers the finance, disposal of property, control of estates and powers of the Authority in carrying out its functions.  The Authority is financially autonomous.  But the Ordinance requires it to seek the Chief Executive’s approval for its programmes of proposed activities and its estimates of income and expenditure.

Landlord and Tenant (Consolidation) Ordinance (Chapter 7)

3.
About 75% of private residential housing in Hong Kong is owner-occupied.  Most of the remaining 25% is leased out and is subject to the provisions of the Ordinance.  Part IV of the Ordinance provides tenants of domestic tenancies with security of tenure, and permits landlords to repossess the leased premises only on specified grounds.  Tenants are also protected from unlawful eviction and harassment.  Most applications for repossession are handled by the Lands Tribunal.

4.
In 2001, we introduced the Landlord and Tenant (Consolidation) (Amendment) Bill into the Legislative Council.  The Bill aims to simplify the tenancy renewal procedures, shorten the statutory procedures for repossession of premises, increase penalties for unlawful eviction and harassment of tenants, and enhance re‑development compensation.  The Bill is now under scrutiny of a Bills Committee of the Legislative Council.  The HKSAR Government will conduct a further review of the Ordinance with a view to removing outdated and excessive tenancy controls.

Estate Agents Ordinance (Chapter 511)
5.
This Ordinance was enacted in May 1997 to protect home buyers and to raise the standard of service provided by estate agents.  In November 1997, a statutory body – the Estate Agents Authority – was established to implement the associated licensing and regulatory system.  There had been a smooth three‑year transitional period which enabled the trade to meet full licensing requirements by the end of 2001.
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