Annex 13F

Definitions of the various forms of disability

(A)
General definitions of disabilities
 -

(a)
physical handicap:  a physically handicapped person is a person who has a disability of locomotor and neurological origin which constitutes a disadvantage or restriction in one or more aspect(s) of daily living, including work.

(b)
visual impairment -

Total blindness: a person with no visual function (that is, with  no light perception).

Low vision: comprises three categories -

(i)
severe low vision: visual acuity of 6/120 or worse or  with constricted visual field in which the widest visual field diameter subtends an angular subtense of 20 degrees or less, irrespective of the visual acuity;

(ii)
moderate low vision: visual acuity from 6/60 to better than 6/120;

(iii)
mild low vision: visual acuity from 6/18 to better than 6/60;    

(c)
hearing impairment -

	Degree of hearing impairment
	Definition

	Profound
	Hearing loss greater than 90dB 

	Severe
	Hearing loss 71 to 90dB

	Moderately severe
	Hearing loss 56 to 70dB

	Moderate
	Hearing loss 41 to 55dB

	Mild
	Hearing loss 26 to 40dB

	Normal
	Hearing loss up to 25dB


(B)
Definitions used for educational purposes - 

deaf: deaf pupils are pupils with impaired hearing and who require education by methods suitable for pupils with little or no naturally acquired speech or language.

partially hearing: partially hearing pupils are pupils with impaired hearing whose development of speech and language, even if impaired, is following a normal pattern, and who require for their education special arrangements or facilities though not necessarily all the educational methods used for deaf pupils
.  

mental handicapped: mental handicap (retardation) refers to significantly sub-average general intellectual functioning existing concurrently with deficits in adaptive behaviour and manifested during the developmental period
.  Persons who are mentally handicapped do not develop in childhood as quickly as other children nor attain the full mental capacities of normal adults.  The handicap may be slight or severe.  In the most severe cases, development does not progress in adult life beyond the mental capacity of a young child; such severe handicap is much less common than milder degrees of handicap covering a wide spectrum ranging up to and merging into the 
.
normal
maladjusted:  a maladjusted child is one whose behavioural and emotional difficulties, however caused, have prevented the child from benefiting from the ordinary social and educational experiences of home and school, and whose difficulties will persist unless help is given by those with appropriate skills - a child for whom failure in learning and in socially approved situations is more probable than success
.  The term 'maladjustment’ is not a clinical term indicating a precise diagnosis.  It is generally recognised as a descriptive term for a child who is developing in ways that have a bad effect on himself or his fellows and cannot without help be remedied by his parents, teachers and other adults in ordinary contact with them
.  Maladjustment is often a temporary state that can be helped by treatment.  It is not necessarily a permanent state.
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