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27" May, 2004

To:  Mr. Hu Jintao, President of the People’s Republic of China
Mr. Wen Jiabao, Premier of the People's Republic of China
Mr. Tung Chi-hua, Chief Executive, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region,
the People’s Republic of China

We are agroup of Hong Kong people with permanent resident status. Though we live in
Canada, we have a deep affection for Hong Kong. We feel deeply concerned about the
recent political and social situation there, and have decided to write to the govemment of
the People’s Republic of China and the government of the Hong Kong SAR, to express
our concerns and worries.

1) We believe that Hong Kong people’s demand for universal suffrage is for the long-
term benefit of Hong Kong. Such a demand is in accordance with the Basic Law’s
stipulation, specifically “the principle of gradual and orderly progress™ and “the
ultimate aim (of) ... universal suffrage” in the election of the Chief Executive and the
Legislative Councillors. Ever since the establishment of the SAR, the preseat system
of ruling by a clique has given rise to serious problems of leadership and structure.
HongKong citizens feel that a leader and a Legislative Council accepted by the
citizens at large will better understand and deal with the problems besetting Hong
Kong

Hong Kong’s educational standard, economic achievement and strength of character
displayed during the SARS crisis are recognized by the whole world. The march
staged by half a million people on July 1st last year demonstrated the rational and
peaceful character of citizenry. We cannot agree with the opinion that “Hong Kong
still does not have the ripe conditions for direct election™. The demand for democracy
in Hong Kong is not a movement for independence; nor is Hong Kong working at
loggerheads with the central government.

2) We are greatly disappointed by the two rulings of the National People’s Congress on
Hong Kong citizens® request for popular direct elections. The decisions not only go
against the rule by law and against the Basic Law, they are also against the promise
made to the people of Hong Kong and the world, the “one country, two systems”
arrangement.

The “interpretation™ of the Basic Law by the National People’s Congress on April 6th
is not an clarification of the relevant article; it is in fact an addition grafted onto the
Basic Law and therefore has modified it.

On April 26" the National People’s Congress vetoed the direct election of the Chief
Executive in 2007 and decreed that only half the Legislative Councillors could be
directly elected in 2008. This decision is in violation of the role and powers of the
NPC s stated in the Basic Law. Also it is in violation of what the premier Wen




Jiabao said about following “gradual and orderly progress to achieve the ultimate aim
of universal suffrage™,

The fact is, there are clear existing provisions in the Basic Law for the central
govemment to follow in dealing with Hong Kong's political progression, Instead, the
Chinese government departed from the law and quashed Hong Kong people’s
demand for democracy with brute force. Such measures are inexplicable and bring
about serious consequences: China’s image in the international community has been
tarnished; the political leaders in China have bad to utter untruths; Hong Kong people
feel oppression by and dissatisfaction with the central government; the society is
deeply divided and becomes unstable; Hong Kong is adversely affected; so is China.

The National People’s Congress made a show of an illegal process and damaged
Hong Kong. This cast a negative shadow on what the leaders said about
respecting the rule of law in their governing of the country. With Hong Kong’s
example, how can the legal profession, the intellectuals, the bureaucracy and the
people in China have faith in the declared policy of respecting the rule of law?

3) We are also deeply concerned about the political ecology of Hong Kong and its
freedom of expression. Three well-known current affairs commentators resigned one
after another in recent months. Black and white are no longer distinguishable;
irrationality and “white terror” pervaded Hong Kong society. We cannot but feel
depressed by the situation. If this continues, the most open, progressive and energelic
international city in the history of China will crumble. We believe that the Chinese
leaders realize that freedom of speech directly affects the values, morality, ethics,
creativity and energy of a place. A society that is deprived of the freedom of
expression and that has its mora) values distorted, its rights and wrongs confused, is a
society where resources are not propetly utilized, practices are corrupt, government
and businesscs are one; business moguls rule, and the great majority of citizens are
exploited and oppressed.

The central government crushes the freedor of expression in order to gain votes for
the political parties in Hong Kong that lean towards China. It is action that will bring
adverse reactions and will eventually cause irreparable wrongs and damages.

We sincerely ask that the leaders in China and Hong Kong take the long-term interest
of the Hong Kong citizens to heart and follow the spirit of the “one country, two
systems” principle with rationality, objectivity and respect of law in dealing with the
affairs of Hong Kong.
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