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Dear Mr Tsang

The Ministerial Session of The Methodist Church, Hong Kong, has made a declaration expressing
our views on the political development of Hong Kong and it has been printed in Ming Pao and Apple
Daily on Thursday, 1st April 2004. The English version of the same has been printed (with
modifications made by SCMP) in "Letters to the Editor" in the SCMP on Sunday, 4th April 2004.
We are enclosing our ariginal versions for your easy reference.

Please rest assured that we will pray earnestly for you and for your importaat task,

For and on behalf of
The Methodist Churck, Hong Kong

Katherine NG (Ms)
Executive Secretary
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Our Opinions Concerning Political Reform

Dear Editor,

At a time when the direction and pace.for political reform are under pubiic
discussion, the Central Government has announced that the Standing Committee of
the NPC will make known its interpretation of certain provisions in the Basic Law of
HKSAR with respect to the method for the selection of the Chief Executive and the
method for the formation of the Legislative Council. The Ministerial Session of The

Methodist Church, Hong Kong, submits the following opinions.

1. Before Hong Kong society reaches any consensus in regard to political reform,
with the citizens still expressing their opimions, it is announced by the Central
Government that the Standing Committee of the NPC will make its interpretation of
the relevant provisions in the Basic Law. Such an approach comes as a surprise to a
great many people, and it Jeads them to suspect that the Central Government does not
trust the Hong Kong people. We recognise that the Standing Committee has the right
to interpret the Basic Law but question the reasonableness and urgency of doing so at
this time. By intervening in this way, there is a disruption to the SAR Govermnrment’s
original plan to consult the people, and this high profile approach has the effect of
potentially riding roughshod over people’s views.

2. Since returning to China for the past seven years, the SAR govemment's
governance is a great worry to the people, accumulating deep dissatisfaction, and
there is a lack of effective channels for fair expression of people’s opinions as well as
avenues for positive participation in public affairs. For the sake of SAR’s effective
governance in the long term and the real peace of mind of the people, it is essential to
have a political structure which enables the people to participate actively and
responsibly in public affairs for the common good. Thus only if the Chief Exeoutive
and the Legislative Councilors are elected by universal suffrage will the government’s
acceptability and authority be enhanced. Hong Kong society already has the economic,
legal, and educational levels of development, and the quality of democratic culture is
already developed enough to make the SAR ready for greater democratization. We
hope that when the Standing Committes interprets the Basic Law, the possibility of
unjversal suffrage in 2007 and 2008 will be considered,

3. In our opinion, progress in political reform in the direction of greater
democratization will definitely contribute toward the stability, prosperity, justice, and
effective governance in Hong Kong. Furthermore, it will be conducive to better
relations between the SAR and the Central Government in the long run. It is our belief
that the Hong Kong citizens should exercise their civil responsibility to express their
opinion by words and by deeds on such important matters as political reform.

4. We are optimistic about Hong Kong's future. Although the Standing Committee’s

decision to interpret the Basic Law at this point is not the best approach to
deliberations on political reform, we can only hope that what interpretations will be
made will be in line with the principles of democracy, rule of law, and social stability,
30 as (o promote better governance in Hong Kong and for the sake of the interest of
all. Hong Kong people and the Central Government should progress to the point that




they trust cach other, and it is our hope and belief that Hong Kong people are united
in their effort to build up Hong Kong and to make their contributions to the country.

We appeal to every citizen to take responsibility and to actively participatc in making
Hong Kong a city full of faith, hope.and love, and a society where democracy, justice,
freedom and stability will reign.

The Ministerial Session

The Methodist Church, Hong Kong
9/F Methodist House

36 Hennessy Road

Wan Chai

Hong Kong

2% April, 2004




