The Constitutional Development Task Force is gathering public views orla the
issues of principle and leqisiative process relating to constitytional
development as laid down in the Basic Law. The principies gnd legisiative
process have been set out in a paper tabled at the meeting ¢f the Legislative
Council Panel on Constitutional Affairs on 14 January 2004. The Chief
Secretary also briefed the Legislative Council on 11 February 2004 on the

Task Force's first visit to Beijing.

To facilitate members of the public to give their views on the|principles And
legisiative process, we have presented them in the form of questions. You are
welcome to give us your views on these issues by clicking op the questipns.

We also welcome your views via the following methods: '

E-mail: views@cab-review.gov.hk
Fax: 2523 3207

Postal address: Constitutional Development Task Force Segretariat
Constitutional Affairs Bureau
3/F, Main Wing
Central Government Offices
Lower Albert Road, Central
Hong Kang

We intend to publish your views in future. If you wish to remain anonymaous
when your views are published, please state so in your submission.

In the course of our discussion with the Central Authorities, pther issues which
require examination might come up. Various sectors of the gommunity in
Hong Kong might aiso raise certain legal issues which requite consideration.
The Task Force will keep the public abreast of these and lisien to views|via

this webpage and all other avenues.
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Administrative Region (HKSAR)
comes directly under the Central

People's Government (CPG), the the relevant Basic Law
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Central Authorities and the
HKSAR.

. Articles 45 and 68 of the Basic

Law stipuiate that the methods
for selecting the CE and for
forming the Legistative Council
(Leg€o) must be specified-in the
light of the "actual situation” in
the HKSAR and in accordance
with the "principle of gradual and
orderty progress”. The ultimate
aim is the selaction of the CE by
universal suffrage upen
nomination by a broadly
reprasantative nominating
committee in accordance with
democratic procedures, and the
elattion of all the members of the
LegCo by universal suffrage.

When submitting the Basic Law
(Draft) and its relevant
documents fo the Seventh
National People's Congress on
28 March 1990, Mr Ji Pengfei,’
Chairman of the Drafting

Law) 7
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appointed by the CPG. Ha s

. n the principla of "actual
situation” and "gradual and
orderly progress":
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A3. Based on Mr Ji's explanation in
1990, how could the
developmant of fHong Kong'
political structure:

(1) Mest "the interests of tha
different sectorslof society”?

£|21 "Facilitate the develo me% \fg 5

the capitalist economy"?

accountable to both the CPG and |
the HKSAR (Arficles 43 and 45 [
ofthe Basiclaw)? .| |
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the part of the existing political
structure proven to be effective
will be maintained, a democratic
system that suits Hong Kong's
reaiity should gradually be

81 Annex l to the Basuc Law
stipulates that "If there is a need
to amend the methed for
selecting the Chief Executive for
the terms subsequent to the year
2007, such amendments must be

two-thirds majority of all the
members of the Legislative
Council and the consant of the
Chief Executive, and they shall
be reported to the Standing
Committee of the National
People's Congress for approval.”

Annex { stipulates that "With
regard to the method for forming
the Legislative Council of the
Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region and its
proceduras for voting on bills and
motions after 2007, if there'is a
need to amend the provisions of
this Annex, such amandments
must be made with the
endorsement of a two-thirds
majority of all the members of the
Council and the consent of the
CE, and they shall be reparted to
the Standing Committee of the
National Peopla’s Congress for
the record "

provides that

"The power of amendmaent of this
Law shall be vested in the
National Peopie’s Congress.

The power to propose bills for

lssuas on Lnlslativa Process _

made with the endorsement of a -

[B2 Artice 159 of the Basic Law

81 What is t the mos't appropriate

legisiative proce: eHure for
amending the methods for
selecting the CE and formin

LegCo set out in Annexes |

and It and local legisiation;

(b) Local legisiation only?
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the methods for selecting th

(a) Amendments to Anneer i
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or forming the LegCo as
specified in Annexes | and |

the Basic Law?
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of Chlna regardmg Hong Kong

amendments to this-Law shall be
vested in the Standing
Committee of the National
People's Gongress, the State
Council and the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region.
Amendment bills frorn the Hong
Korg Special Administrative
Region shaill be submitted to the
National People’s Congress by
the delegation of the Region to
the National People’s Congress
after obtaining the consent of
two-thirds of the deputies of the
Region to the National People’s
Congress, two-thirds of aii the -
members of the Legislative
Council of the Region, and the
Chief Executive of the Region.

Before a bill for amendment to
this Law ig put on the agenda of
the National People's Congress,
the Committee for the Basic Law
of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region shall study
it and submit its views.

No amendmaent to this Law shall
contravene the established basic
policies of the People's Republic

lnmat:on of amendments relatmg
to the methods for selecting the
CE and for forming the LegCo

Annex Il to the

prescribes the method for
forming the first, second and
third terms of the LegCo.
Howaver, Annex if does not
prescribe explicitly the method
for forming the LegCo for the
fourth and subsequent terms.

Annex | to the Basic Law
stipufates that "If there is a need
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. Whether tha me ’__
formation_of the third term LegCo | Ao
could be used far the fourth term 464’“ j
LegCo, if no consensus we HE a &
reached on whether to amend » " & ¥,
the method for forming the %'7- q-‘o
LegCo after 20077 Eg:
Whether the phrase "subseguent
to the year 20077 should be ‘\165
understood te intlude 20071



