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Foreword

1.01

1.02

1.03

1.04

According to Annexes I and II to the Basic Law, any changes
to the two electoral methods require the endorsement of a
two-thirds majority of all the members of the Legislative
Council (LegCo) and the consent of the Chief Executive (CE),
and they shall be reported to the Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress for approval or for the record.

Hence, after conclusion of the public consultation on Green
Paper on Constitutional Development, based on the views
received within the public consultation period, we have
assessed whether differences in opinions have narrowed
sufficiently to provide a basis for consensus on implementation
of universal suffrage to be formed. In doing so, we have taken
into account the following two objective critera:

(i) whether the option will stand a reasonable chance of
securing the endorsement of a two-thirds majority of all
the members of LegCo (i.e. not less than 40 LegCo
Members); and

(i1) whether the option is likely to attract majority support
among Hong Kong people.

As regards whether the option will stand a reasonable chance
of securing the endorsement of a two-thirds majority of all the
members of LegCo, we have made the assessment based on
the written submissions put forth by political parties/groups in
LegCo and independent Members. Aside from the written
submissions put forth during the public consultation period, we
have also published in this Appendix those which were put
forth before the public consultation period, if this is necessary
to present the complete stance of the political parties/groups
and independent Members on the issue of universal suffrage.

As to whether the option is likely to attract majority support
among Hong Kong people, apart from making reference to the
findings of the opinion polls conducted by various academic,
non-governmental and media organizations during the
consultation period (the relevant poll results are produced at
Appendix II to this Report), we have also made reference to
the views expressed by LegCo (see above), District Councils,



1.05

as well as organizations and individuals of different sectors of
the community (public views are produced at Appendix III to
this Report).

Regarding the views of the District Councils on constitutional
development, the Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland
Affairs attended the meetings of all the 18 District Councils
during the public consultation period to listen to the views of
the District Council members direct. With the agreement of the
District Councils, the relevant extracts of the meeting notes are
produced in this Appendix. The meeting notes were prepared
by the respective District Council Secretariats and confirmed
by the respective District Councils.
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Chapter 1: Background

1.01

1.02

1.03

On July 11™ 2007, the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(“HKSAR”) government released a Green Paper on Constitutional
Development for a 3-month consultation. |

The insurance industryisa significant Iﬁart of Hong Kong society. As
business, it both dlrectly and 1nd1rectly affects other sectors in the city
and is in turn affected by the government’s economic and social policies,
Accordmg to the Office of the Commissioner of Insurance, the insurance
industry had contributed to 9.9% of Hong 'Kong’s GDP in 2005. More

" importantly, the insurance 1ndustry currently has a rep1esentat1ve in the

Leg1$lat1ve Council, who, as a member of the Functional Constituencies,

- has been contributing to the Legislative Council with unique and expert

insights.

This report tries to gather the opinions from the insurance industry on

Hong Kong’s constitutional development. .




Chapter 2: Survey Results

2.01

About 675 qtestionnaires were sent out electronically in late August to
practltloners mainly in the middle and senior levels, in the i nsurance
industry. A total of 101 valid replies were received.

In general, the findings conceming the election process for the Chief
Executive show mixed results, reflecting the diverse opmlons of the
insurance mdustry Only Question 1, Wthh 1s' concerned with the
composition of the Nomination Committee, shows a clear majority. 72%
of the respondents would like to sée the Nomination Committee

expanded both in terms of the number of seats (from the current number

. of 800) as well as the number of sectors (from the current number of 4)

(Chart 1).

Chart 1: Composition of the Nomination Comrﬁittee
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2.03 What remains controversial is the mechanism for electing the Chief
Executive. The results are split in tﬁe required support from the
. Nomination Committee for a person to become a candidate in the Chief
Ekecutfve election. 49% of the respondents would like to see 8.
candidates at most in the election, or having at leasf 12.5% of the
Nomination Committee’s support, Howevé_t_, there are also 23% of the
respondents who would like to.see more than 10 candidates, and another
27% of the respondents"woigllcll like to see only 4 candidates at most
" (Chart2). | |

Chart 2: Number of Chief Executive candidates
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2.04 As to the question of the number of rounds for electing the Chief
Executive, the majority of the respondents (73%) would like to see more
than one round of election to ensure that the elected candidate does

actually have the majority of Hong Kong people’s support (Chart 3).

Chart 3: Number of rounds for Chief Executive election
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2.05 Half of the respondents from the insurance industry feel the need to have
an election even if there is only one candidate. Another 48% of the

respondents think opposite, 2% have no comments or are uncertain to

this question (Chart 4).

Chart 4: Election in case of one candidate

2%

Yes
B No

48% 0 Others




e e mehc o sk s se b e e o e - hean

The role of the Functional Constituencies remains the key issue in the-
diséu_ssibn of the Legislative Council’s election method. Question 5 of
the questionnaire asks respondents what should be done with the
Insurance Constituency. 65% o f the respondent.é would liketo see the
Insurance Constituency retained with an enlarged electoral base"(Chért' |
5). However, 32% of respondents would_like to see the Insurance

Constituency abolished either immediately or gradually.

Chart 5: The future of the Insurance Constituehcy
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2.07 The timetable for the two universal suffrages in Hong Kong is also a big
issue in the Green Paper on Constitutional Development. QOpinions for
the election of the Chief Executive by universal suffrage are mixed: 36%
of the respondents would like to see universal suffrage implemented in
2012; 50% would like to see it in 2017; 12% would like to see it after
2017 (Chart 6).

Chart 6: Timetable for the election of the Chief
Executive by universal suffrage
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2.08 A similar mix of opinions is also found in the Legislative Council’s
election method: 40% of the respondents support universal suffrage in
2012; 41% would like to see it in 2016. Still another 17% of the
respondents would like to see universal suffrage after 2016 (Chart 7).
Some respondents suggest implementation of universal suffrage in 2024,

2026 or 2040.

Chart 7: Timetable for the election of the Legislative
Council by universal suffrage
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2.09 Finally, the respondents were asked if there should be dual universal
suffrages, and when should that be implemented. Results show no clear
majority to this question. While 27% of the respondents would like to
see dual implementation in 2012, another 45% prefer 2016/2017, 15%
favour after 2017. Some 10% of the respondents are of the opinions that

the two universal suffrages should be implemented separately (Chart ). -

Chart 8: Timetable for dual universal suffrage
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Chapter 3: Summary of Comments -

- 3.01

3.02

3.03

3.04

Comments given in this survey regarding Hong Kong’s constitutional
development from members of the insurance industry reflect a variety of
viewpoints. The following section summarizes the c omments made by
some of the respondents, -
The general consensus is that universal suffrages for both the Chief

Executive and the Legislative Council are eventual necessary. The

question is ivhen and how they should be implemented. Several p_foblems |

arise:

Is the public ready for universal suffrage?

~ Several comments wonder whether the Hong Kong public is ready for

universal suffrage. Some respondents suggest that the Hong Kong public

- may not be educated enough in terms of democracy and elections; or that

the Hong Kong public’s current concern is not in constitutional

development but in economy. Another respondent notes that Hong Kong

has years of experience in democracy and is ready for democracy,

provided that quahty candidates are willing to run for the electlon of the

| Chief Executive.

What is the relationship between the Hong Kong publzc and the Central
Authorities?

A few respondents wonder whether the Central Authorities can trust the

- Hong Kong public to elect a suitable candidate on its own. However,

11






