Annex 8


Laws amended to conform with the Sex Discrimination Ordinance


			Amendments effected as at 30 June 1998 included -


(a)	Marriage Ordinance: previously the father�s consent was required for the marriage of a person of or over 16 years but under 21 years of age.  The mother�s consent was only sought if the father was either dead or insane.  The Ordinance was amended in 1997: now, consent may be given by either mothers or fathers;


(b)	Matrimonial Causes Ordinance: certain gender-biased provisions were rectified in relation to -


grounds for jurisdiction in matrimonial proceedings - in respect of the court�s jurisdiction in matrimonial proceedings, special grounds that only apply to proceedings brought by a wife were removed;


petition for divorce citing adultery - in a petition for divorce citing adultery brought by a wife, the discretionary power of the court to direct the alleged adulteress to be made a respondent was removed; instead, irrespective of whether such a petition is brought by a wife or a husband, the adulteress/adulterer will be made a party to the proceeding unless excused by the court; and


the definition of �dependent children� - the definition of �dependent� in the Ordinance treated sons and daughters differently.  It provided for an unmarried daughter of any age to be a dependent.  However, an unmarried son was only regarded as a dependent if he was an infant.  The law has been amended to apply the criteria for sons to equally apply to daughters in defining �dependent� for the purpose of the Ordinance;


(c)	Separation and Maintenance Orders Ordinance: provisions for differential treatment as between husbands and wives were repealed;


(d)	Bankruptcy Ordinance and Bankruptcy Rules and the Companies (Winding Up) Rules: gender-biased provisions have been rectified.;


(e)	Merchant Shipping Ordinance: gender-biased provisions were repealed in September 1996;


(f)	changes in the pipeline include -


Partnership Ordinance;


Merchant Shipping (Seafarers) Ordinance: Paragraph 28 of Schedule 1 of the Merchant Shipping (Seafarers) (Official Log Books) Regulation; and


Shipping and Port Control Ordinance: Regulation 45 of Merchant Shipping (Launches and Ferry Vessels) Regulations and Regulation 29(1) of the Merchant Shipping (Miscellaneous Craft) Regulations.
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