Article 3 - No racial segregation or apartheid


 		"States Parties particularly condemn racial segregation and apartheid and undertake to prevent, prohibit and eradicate all practices of this nature in territories under their jurisdiction."





61.		The position remains as explained in paragraph 23 of the 13th report.  That is, neither apartheid nor any form of racial segregation is practised in Hong Kong.  Nor would it be tolerated by Hong Kong's people or Government.


Pattern of settlement


62.		The commentary on Article 3, in the Manual on Human Rights Reporting (pages 278 and 279), draws attention to the possibility that racial segregation may arise as an unintended by-product of the actions of private persons.  It points out that residential patterns can be affected by differences in income and that those differences may sometimes be combined with differences of race, colour, descent and national or ethnic origin.  In these circumstances, the inhabitants may be stigmatised and individuals suffer a form of discrimination entailing both racial and other grounds.  With these possibilities in view, the Committee invites Governments to monitor trends towards that situation, to work for their eradication and to describe any such action in their periodic reports.   


63.		It is true that in Hong Kong, as elsewhere, some ethnic groups are more in evidence in some localities than in others.  For example, members of the various South Asian communities have traditionally tended to congregate in the intensely commercial urban area of Tsimshatsui.  And some members of the Nepalese community live in 'pocket settlements' in the northwestern New Territories, near the former British military bases where many of them were born.  These patterns have developed partly for economic reasons, but also for reasons of familiarity, mutual support, convenience for business or job purposes, and the human desire to live in contact with ones cultural fellows.   But none of the areas concerned are exclusively the preserve of any particular ethnic group: as in all parts of Hong Kong, the majority of the people who live in them are Chinese.  In this context, a pertinent consideration is that, in planning our new towns, our policy is to maintain a mix of public and private housing.  This contributes, to some extent, towards a more balanced community and avoids stigmatization of particular residential areas on, at least, economic and social grounds.


64.		In short, there are no marked signs of a trend towards 'ghettoisation' and it is the Government's policy increasingly to reach out to the ethnic communities with a view to their full participation and integration into the general community of the Hong Kong SAR. 
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