Article 7 - Measures to combat prejudice


 		"States Parties undertake to adopt immediate and effective measures, particularly in the fields of teaching, education, culture and information, with a view to combating prejudices which lead to racial discrimination and to promoting understanding, tolerance and friendship among nations and racial or ethnical groups, as well as to propagating the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and this Convention."


Educational and promotional measures


The schools


170.	The school curricula seek to teach respect for persons of all races, nationalities and origins.  Race-related issues are addressed - at both the primary and secondary level - through such subjects as Economic and Public Affairs, History, Social Studies and Civic Education.  Additionally, the schools disseminate the anti-discrimination message through extra-curricular activities.  To support these endeavours, the Education Department has made various teaching and learning resources available to teachers.  Inter alia, these include Education Television programmes, reading materials and teaching kits.  And, to ensure that teachers' knowledge of human rights issues remains current, the Department regularly organises seminars and training programmes on human rights and global citizenship.  Additionally, the schools make use of Government publications such as the story books 'The Young Detectives' and 'This is How Stars Should Really Be' that were specially commissioned with a view to fostering in our children a culture of tolerance and mutual respect.


171.	Many tertiary institutions offer programmes on history and culture of different countries, either for specific humanities discipline or as general education programmes for all their students.  These programmes will enable students to gain a better understanding of people of different races and ethnic origins.  Many institutions have established arrangements to foster student exchange with non-local institutions, to widen the students� exposure and enhance their appreciation of different culture.


Public education


172. 	In paragraph 56 of the 13th report, we said that the Committee on the Promotion of Civic Education (CPCE) was the major actor in promoting human rights education among the general public.  This remains the case and the Committee organises a wide range of programmes designed for that purpose�.  It has also established a full-time education unit to develop human rights education materials and programmes.


Other activities


173.	Commentators have said that the Government should do more to educate people to accept minority groups.  That is our intention and, in the two years 1998 and 1999, we spent some $6 million specifically for this purpose.  The activities so funded are described in Annex 5.  


174.	A commentator has suggested that our homepage should include a discrete site consolidating concerns expressed in relation to racial discrimination.  We are in fact doing this, though indirectly, as the present report - which will be uploaded on the Internet - addresses the concerns that �
were expressed in the course of the consultations conducted prior to its drafting (see paragraph 177 below).  


175.	It was also suggested that Government should fund research in this area. In principle, we do.  Academics and others wishing to conduct research in this area can compete for funding provided by the Research Grants Council.  The criteria that the Council applies in assessing such bids are academic quality, intellectual content, relevance to the needs of Hong Kong and the potential for social, cultural or economic application.


Publication of the Convention and the present report


176.	We have published booklets containing the full text (in Chinese  and English) of the six human rights treaties that apply to Hong Kong (including our reservations and declarations).  These are available to the public free of charge, as are our reports to the Treaty Monitoring Bodies.  We also upload the texts on our homepage.


177.	In compiling this report, the Government sought the views of legislators, NGOs, minority groups and interested members of the public.  Our approach was to publish an article-by-article outline of the topics that we proposed to cover.  This outline included the Convention itself and the Committee's concluding observations on the 13th and 14th periodic reports.  Respondents were asked to comment on the implementation of the Convention in relation to these topics and to draw attention to any additional issues that they considered we should include.  We did not undertake to address every comment received (inevitably, some do not relate to the matters within the scope of the Convention).  But, inspired by the Canadian practice cited in the 'Manual on Human Rights Reporting', we undertook to submit the original texts of all such comments to the Committee under separate cover.


178.	The consultations took place between October and December 1999 over a period of six weeks.  During that period, the Government drafting team met NGOs and others to discuss the issues and to exchange views on the issues.  We will publish the report � in bound, bilingual format � after its submission to the Committee. And, as we indicate in paragraph 174 above, the report will be uploaded on the Internet.





� 	Between 1995 and 1998, the Committee's programmes cost a total of about $20 million (US$2.56 million).
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