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Recommendation of the Committee
�
on the Rights of the Child



			The implementation of the principles and provisions of the Convention requires that priority be given to children�s issues, particularly in the light of the principle of the �best interests of the child� and of the fact that Governments have, in international forums, agreed to the principle of �First call for children�, including in the final document adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights.  It is recommended, therefore, that in the formulation of policy options and proposals there should be an accompanying assessment of its impact on children so that decision makers can be better advised when formulating policy as to its effect on the rights of the child.  It is also suggested that steps be taken to reflect and duly take into account in national legislation the holistic and comprehensive approach to the implementation of the rights of the child recommended by the Committee.  The Committee recommends the establishment of an independent mechanism specifically to monitor the implementation of government policy in relation to the rights of the child.  It is noted that an independent mechanism could also play an important role in informing the public and legislature of the action being taken for the rights of the child.  The Committee also recommends that children�s rights be fully integrated into the discussions on issues concerning the transfer of sovereignty over Hong Kong and be accorded high priority in the dialogue on these and related matters in the Joint Liaison Group.
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