Annex 35


Education programmes for inmates in prisons


Programmes for young offenders


			When designing education programmes for young offenders, emphasis is placed on a suitable balance of general education and vocational training.  To that end, the programmes comprise -


	(a)	Common Core Education Programme


This comprises general academic subjects that follow the standard primary and secondary syllabuses.  Some institutions also offer commercial and computer courses, leading to public examinations (Book-keeping, Accounting, Commerce, Economics, Typewriting and Word Processing).


(b)	Vocational training


A wide choice is available.  Some programmes are geared to the attainment of external accreditation.  Certificates of competence are issued to inmates who have successfully completed a programme and passed the required trade test.


Other programmes provide introductory training to help prepare inmates for entry to a trade upon discharge.  These include hairdressing, pottery and cookery.


On the basis of recommendations made by the City University in its study entitled �Effectiveness of Rehabilitation Programmes for Young Offenders�, some courses are being replaced by new ones that more closely match the changing demands of the job market.  These include such areas as house decoration, servicing of electronic equipment, operation of office equipment, and so forth.
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Programmes for adult offenders


			Education for adult offenders is voluntary.  It comprises -


(a)	evening classes: offer a range of subjects, such as Chinese, English, Mathematics, History and Social Studies.  The emphasis is on moral education and language skills;


(b)	correspondence courses: cater for prisoners seeking higher education.  Subjects include languages, history, accounting and so forth.  Some prisoners enrol in public examinations; and


(c)	self-study programmes: provide access to courses leading to external examinations.
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