CONTENT





Report of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People�s Republic of China in the light of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights�
�
�
�
�
Paragraph


�
�
Preface


�
�
1-5�
�
Part I�
General Profile of the HKSAR


�
�
�
�
LAND AND PEOPLE


�
1�
�
�
GENERAL POLITICAL STRUCTURE�
�
�
�
Constitutional document�
2-4�
�
�
System of Government�
�
�
�
General structure�
5�
�
�
Chief Executive�
6-8�
�
�
Executive Council�
9-10�
�
�
Legislative Council�
11-13�
�
�
Municipal Councils�
14�
�
�
District Boards�
15�
�
�
Provisional Legislative Council, Provisional Municipal Councils and Provisional District Boards�
16-19�
�
�
The structure of the Administration�
20-22�
�
�
The judicial system of the HKSAR


�
23-28�
�
�
GENERAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH HUMAN RIGHTS ARE PROTECTED�
�
�
�
Rule of law�
29�
�
�
Human rights guarantees in the Basic Law�
30-31�
�
�
Effect of other human rights instruments in HKSAR law�
32-33�
�
�
Bill of Rights Ordinance (BORO)�
34�
�
�
Adoption of laws: effect on the BORO�
35-36�
�
�
Legal aid�
37-38�
�
�
The Duty Lawyer Service�
39�
�
�
Office of the Ombudsman�
40-43�
�
�
Complaints and investigations�
�
�
�
The Police�
44�
�
�
The ICAC�
45�
�
�
Other disciplined services


�
46-47�
�
�
INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY�
�
�
�
Promotion of public awareness of the human rights treaties�
48�
�
�
Government publications �
49�
�
�
Reports of the HKSAR in the light of the ICCPR and the ICESCR


�
50


�
�
Part II�
Report on Implementation of Parts I, II and III and Article 16 of the Covenant


�
�
�
Article 1�
Progress and development of democracy�
1�
�
�
�
�
�
Article 2�
State Parties to take steps to achieve progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in the Covenant�
�
�
�
Human rights provisions in the Basic Law and the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance�
2-3�
�
�
Equal Opportunities Commission�
4-12�
�
�
Discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation and race�
13-17�
�
�
Protection for disabled persons�
18-27�
�
�
Discrimination against the mentally ill�
28-32�
�
�
Human Rights Commission�
33-34�
�
�
�
�
�
Article 3�
Equal rights of men and women�
�
�
�
CEDAW�
35-38�
�
�
�
�
�
Article 4�
Permissible limitation of Covenant rights�
39�
�
�
�
�
�
Article 5�
Prohibition on destruction of any rights and freedoms recognized in the Covenant�
40�
�
�
�
�
�
Article 6�
Choice of occupation and labour rights�
41-42�
�
�
International Labour Conventions (ILCs): Article 39 of the Basic Law�
43-44�
�
�
Employment statistics�
45-49�
�
�
Employment services�
50-52�
�
�
Protection to employees against unreasonable dismissal�
53-55�
�
�
New arrivals from Mainland China�
56-57�
�
�
Employees retraining�
58-60�
�
�
Action against illegal workers�
61-63�
�
�
Prohibition of employment of children�
64�
�
�
Importation of labour�
65-66�
�
�
Task Force on Employment�
67�
�
�
Right to work: concerns about discrimination


�
68-77�
�
Article 7�
Right to enjoy just and favourable conditions of work�
�
�
�
List of reports on relevant ILCs�
78�
�
�
Fair remuneration�
79-83�
�
�
Employees rights and benefits�
84-85�
�
�
Observations by the Committee�
86-87�
�
�
Imported workers and foreign domestic helpers�
88-97�
�
�
Safe and healthy working conditions�
98-101�
�
�
Prevention of accidents and diseases in the workplace: legal protections�
102-111�
�
�
Employment protection�
112-117�
�
�
�
�
�
Article 8�
Right to trade union membership�
118�
�
�
The ILCs�
119�
�
�
Trade Unions Ordinance�
120-126�
�
�
Number and membership of trade unions�
127�
�
�
Legislative protection against anti-union discrimination under the Employment Ordinance (Chapter 57)�
128-130�
�
�
Provision for cooling-off period in the Labour Relations Ordinance (Chapter 55)


�
131-132�
�
Article 9�
Right to social security�
133�
�
�
Overall objective�
134�
�
�
Government expenditure on social security�
135-136�
�
�
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance Scheme�
137-155�
�
�
Social Security Allowance Scheme�
156-160�
�
�
Government�s general policy on medical care�
161�
�
�
Entitlement to sickness days and sickness allowance�
162-164�
�
�
Entitlement to long service payment�
165-167�
�
�
Protection of wage payments�
168-169�
�
�
The ILCs�
170-171�
�
�
Employees� compensation�
172-177�
�
�
Retirement benefits�
178-182�
�
�
Retirement protection�
183-196�
�
�
�
�
�
Article 10�
Protection of the family�
197�
�
�
The family�
198�
�
�
Definition of �family��
199-200�
�
�
Single parent families and split families�
201-204�
�
�
New arrivals from the Mainland�
205-215�
�
�
Certificate of Entitlement (C of E) Scheme�
216-219�
�
�
Mainland children adopted by Hong Kong residents�
220-222�
�
�
Welfare services to families�
223-228�
�
�
After-school care�
229-230�
�
�
Domestic violence�
231-237�
�
�
Establishing a family: marriage�
238�
�
�
Maternity protection�
239-247�
�
�
Protection of children and juveniles�
�
�
�
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)�
248�
�
�
Multi-disciplinary measures against child abuse�
249-250�
�
�
Institutional co-ordination�
251-252�
�
�
Working Group on Child Abuse�
253�
�
�
Measures against child abuse�
254-257�
�
�
The Child Care Services Ordinance�
258�
�
�
Child abuse as crime: the legal framework�
259-260�
�
�
Child pornography and child sex tourism�
261�
�
�
Protection of Children and Juveniles Ordinance (Chapter 213)�
262-264�
�
�
Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction�
265�
�
�
Working Group on Services for Youth at Risk�
266-269�
�
�
Training and rehabilitation of young offenders and delinquents�
270�
�
�
Commission on Youth�
271-272�
�
�
Child suicide�
273-277�
�
�
Employment of children and young persons�
278�
�
�
Drug abuse�
279-298�
�
�
Care for the elderly�
�
�
�
Elderly Commission�
299-301�
�
�
Supporting family carers�
302-306�
�
�
Services for elderly people living in the community�
307�
�
�
Health care services for elderly living in the community�
308-309�
�
�
Enabling the elderly to lead an active and productive life�
310-315�
�
�
Financial assistance to the elderly in need�
316�
�
�
Residential care services for the elderly�
317-321�
�
�
Housing for the elderly


�
322�
�
Article 11�
Right to an adequate standard of living�
�
�
�
Economic indicators�
323-328�
�
�
Income distribution�
329-332�
�
�
Economic restructuring�
333-334�
�
�
Supply of food�
335-343�
�
�
Housing�
�
�
�
The need�
344�
�
�
Housing policy - Government�s commitment�
345�
�
�
Long Term Housing Strategy�
346-347�
�
�
Housing legislation�
348�
�
�
Co-ordinating housing policy�
349�
�
�
Public housing�
350-363�
�
�
Subsidised home ownership schemes and loan schemes�
364-372�
�
�
Groups in special need�
373-382�
�
�
Squatters�
383-385�
�
�
Bedspace apartments�
386-393�
�
�
Street sleepers�
394-395�
�
�
Private housing�
396-397�
�
�
Urban renewal�
398-402�
�
�
Town planning�
403-405�
�
�
Territorial Development Strategy Review�
406-409�
�
�
The �Small House Policy��
410-411�
�
�
�
�
�
Article 12�
The right to health�
412�
�
�
Policy�
413-414�
�
�
General health of Hong Kong�s population�
415�
�
�
Control of communicable diseases�
416-423�
�
�
Avian flu�
424-429�
�
�
Provision of services and facilities for disabled persons�
430-432�
�
�
The Disability Discrimination Ordinance and its implementation�
433�
�
�
Provision of services and facilities for the mentally disabled�
434-441�
�
�
Different forms of specific health/medical care�
442-450�
�
�
Health education�
451�
�
�
Provision of hospital services�
452-457�
�
�
Hospital manpower requirements�
458-459�
�
�
Deaths and injuries in hospital�
460-464�
�
�
Traditional Chinese medicine�
465�
�
�
International cooperation�
466�
�
�
Environment and industrial hygiene�
�
�
�
Environment protection strategy�
467�
�
�
Control of water pollution�
468-472�
�
�
Disposal of solid wastes�
473�
�
�
Disposal of special wastes�
474�
�
�
Waste reduction�
475�
�
�
Control of air pollution�
476-487�
�
�
Control of noise pollution�
488�
�
�
Environmental education�
489-490�
�
�
Environmental impact assessment�
491�
�
�
Occupational health


�
492-496�
�
Article 13�
Right to education�
497�
�
�
Access to education and educational attainment�
498-504�
�
�
Expenditure on education as percentage of GDP�
505�
�
�
Profile of educational attainment�
506�
�
�
Pre-primary education�
507�
�
�
Primary and secondary education�
508-511�
�
�
Teachers�
512-514�
�
�
Quality Education Fund�
515-516�
�
�
Language policy - biliteracy and trilingualism�
517-518�
�
�
Medium of instruction�
519-527�
�
�
Higher education�
528-533�
�
�
Adult education�
534-539�
�
�
Vocational training and re-training�
540-543�
�
�
Education for students with disabilities�
544-554�
�
�
Education of prisons inmates�
555-556�
�
�
Education for children of Vietnamese asylum seekers�
557-559�
�
�
Education of Mainland children pending verification of residential status�
560�
�
�
Education for newly arrived children/young people from Mainland China�
561-566�
�
�
Civic education, human rights education and education against discrimination�
567-575�
�
�
Basic Law Promotion Steering Committee: public education on the Basic Law�
576-579�
�
�
�
�
�
Article 14�
Free and compulsory primary education�
580�
�
�
�
�
�
Article 15�
Right to cultural life, scientific progress and its application�
581�
�
�
Policy on culture�
582-583�
�
�
Hong Kong Arts Development Council�
584-585�
�
�
Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts�
586�
�
�
Antiquities and Monuments Office�
587-590�
�
�
Archives�
591-593�
�
�
The Provisional Municipal Councils�
594-601�
�
�
Processing of applications to use venues of the Provisional Municipal Councils�
602-604�
�
�
Science and technology�
�
�
�
Policy on promotion of science and technology�
605-609�
�
�
Prevention of the use of scientific/technological developments for the purposes contrary to the enjoyment of human rights�
610-612�
�
�
Protection of intellectual property rights�
613-617�
�
�
Establishment of the Information Technology and Broadcasting Bureau�
618�
�
�
Country parks and conservation areas


�
619�
�
Article 16�
Submission of report�
620-622�
�
�
Circulation of Concluding Observations of the Committee


�
623�
�
Annexes�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



�PAGE  �








�PAGE  �6�

















