


Annex 24


Responses to the Committee�s List of Issues�(Extract)


Q30.	Para. 176 of the report states that after serious consideration of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights� recommendation of embodying the right to housing into domestic law, the Hong Kong Government has concluded that further legislation on the matter is unnecessary because the existing legislation relating to housing is adequate.  Please discuss in great detail how such existing legislation protects the right to housing as enshrined in the Covenant.


A30.5	Bedspace Apartments Ordinance.  The Bedspace Apartments Ordinance, enacted in 1994, requires bedspace apartments to comply with the necessary standards, the fire and building safety and in sanitation, for their licensed operation.  An exemption period, up to June 1998, is provided in order to allow bedspace apartment operators to undertake upgrading works necessary to meet the licensing standards.


30.6	The Hong Kong Government envisages that the implementation of the licensing scheme may result in some bedspace apartments having to close down, while others may have to reduce the number of bedspaces in order to comply with the fire and building safety requirements.  Some bedspace apartment lodgers will be displaced as a consequence.


�
30.7	There are, however, adequate ways in which these displaced bedspace apartment lodgers can be rehoused.  They can register on the public housing Waiting List or apply for a place in the singleton hostels operated by the Home Affairs Department.  Lodgers aged 60 and above with social and medical difficulties may be offered compassionate rehousing or admission to welfare institutions/elderly institutions.


30.8	When the Bedspace Apartments Ordinance is fully implemented, in mid-1998, the housing rights of bedspace apartment lodgers will be adequately protected, since they will then have accommodation which meets the appropriate fire safety and building standards, whilst displaced lodgers will be provided with suitable alternative accommodation.  See also the reply to question 36, below.


Q36.	Para. 216 of the report discusses the licensing requirements for bedspace apartments, which may result in displacing about fifty percent of the current number of lodgers.  Discuss the measures undertaken by the Government to assist these displaced lodgers, and to ensure that their economic, social and cultural rights are protected under any and all circumstances that may prevail.


A36.1	It is the Hong Kong Government�s top priority that the living conditions of bedspace apartments must satisfy proper fire and building safety standards.  It is now intended that the stringent licensing scheme provided for by the Bedspace Apartments Ordinance should be fully implemented in mid-1998.  This will allow sufficient time for operators of bedspace apartments to upgrade their premises to meet the licensing requirement.


36.2	The third period periodic report discussed the steps that were being taken to fulfil the commitment that no one will become homeless as a result of the implementation of the licensing scheme.  The Hong Kong Government stands by this commitment.  It is working on several fronts to provide the greatest amount possible of alternative accommodation for displaced lodgers.  In addition to the rehousing measures outlined in paragraph 217 of the third periodic report, the Hong Kong Government will build one singleton hostel and has planned to build another, in easily accessible urban areas, which will provide a considerable number of places to rehouse displaced lodgers.  The first of these two hostels will be completed in mid-1998, to tie in with the full implementation of the licensing scheme.  These purpose-built hostels, which together will be able to accommodate about 600 singletons, will be fitted with a wide range of modern living and recreational facilities.


36.3	The licensing scheme is a vital step in achieving the goal of providing bedspace lodgers with decent, even if basic, accommodation.  When it is fully implemented, by mid-1998, bedspace apartments will be free of the fire and building hazards to which they have been exposed in past years.
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