�Constitutional guarantee, legislative and

administrative measures implementing

the Covenant in the HKSAR

ARTICLE  2���Constitutional guarantee�Article 39 of the Basic Law��Legislative measures

�Crimes Ordinance (Cap 200)

Criminal Procedure Ordinance (Cap 221)

Disability Discrimination Ordinance (Cap 487)

Employment Ordinance (Cap 57)

Family Status Discrimination Ordinance (Cap 527)

Mental Health Ordinance (Cap 136)

Sex Discrimination Ordinance (Cap 480)

Rules of the High Court (Cap 4, subleg A)��Administrative measures�UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women

Equal Opportunities Commission (an independent statutory body) was established

a Judiciary working group made 17 recommendations on reducing trauma that mentally handicapped persons may undergo in criminal trials.  A pilot scheme is underway to implement some recommendations not requiring legislation including -

using Cantonese (the Chinese language spoken by most of the population)

adopting special procedures such as conducing trials in a setting similar to a juvenile court

using closed circuit television

using video recordings

rehabilitation facilities and public education programmes will be improved with allocation of additional resources

a sustained programme of public education, publicity and self-regulation was launched, of which practical guidelines were issued and TV advertisements were broadcast to give advice on and encourage eliminating age discrimination in employment��ARTICLE  3���Constitutional guarantee�Article 25 of the Basic Law��Legislative measures�Sex Discrimination Ordinance (Cap 480)��ARTICLE  6���Constitutional guarantee�Articles 33 and 147 of the Basic Law��Legislative measures�Employment of Children Regulations (Cap 57 subleg B) under the Employment Ordinance

Immigration Ordinance (Cap 115)

Sex Discrimination Ordinance (Cap 480)

Disability Discrimination Ordinance (Cap 487)

Family Status Discrimination Ordinance (Cap 527)

Employees� Retraining Ordinance (Cap 423)��Administrative measures�International Labour Conventions (ILC)

formation of Immigration Task Force to step up enforcement action against illegal workers

employment services of the Labour Department

Task Force on Employment

Labour importation policy

Employees� Retraining Fund established to finance the Employees� Retraining Scheme

Code of Practice on Employment (Disability Discrimination Ordinance)

Code of Practice on Employment (Sex Discrimination Ordinance)

Code of Practice on Employment (Family Status Discrimination Ordinance)

Code of Practice Against Discrimination in Employment on the Ground of Race and Code of Practice Against Discrimination in Employment on the Ground of Sexual Orientation

Practical Guidelines for Employers on Eliminating Age Discrimination in Employment��ARTICLE  7���Legislative measures�Boilers and Pressure Vessels Ordinance (Cap 56)

Builders� Lifts and Tower Working Platforms (Safety) Ordinance (Cap 470)

Dangerous Goods Ordinance (Cap 295)

Disability Discrimination Ordinance (Cap 487)

Employees� Compensation Ordinance (Cap 282)

Employment Ordinance (Cap 57)

Protection of Wages on Insolvency Ordinance (Cap 380)

Occupational Safety and Health Ordinance and a set of subsidiary legislation (Cap 509)

Factories and Industrial Undertakings Ordinance and 28 sets of subsidiary legislation (Cap 59)

Family Status Discrimination Ordinance (Cap 527)

Labour Tribunal Ordinance (Cap 25)

Mining Ordinance (Cap 285)

Minor Employment Claims Adjudication Board Ordinance (Cap 453)

Radiation Ordinance (Cap 303)

Sex Discrimination Ordinance (Cap 480)

Women and Young Persons (Industry) Regulations (Cap 57 subleg C) under Employment Ordinance (Cap 57)��Administrative measures�International Labour Conventions (ILC)

a conciliation service for resolving disputes about wage claims and a specialised unit for promoting effective communication between employers and employees

pamphlets, briefing sessions and an enquiry service to inform imported workers and foreign domestic helpers (FDHs) of their rights

a number of venues are available for FDHs to run activity centres

FDHs are eligible to vote if they fulfil certain statutory requirements

Code of Practice on Employment (Disability Discrimination Ordinance)

Code of Practice on Employment (Sex Discrimination Ordinance)

Code of Practice on Employment (Family Status Discrimination Ordinance)

Code of Practice Against Discrimination in Employment on the Grounds of Race and Code of Practice Against Discrimination in Employment on the Ground of Sexual Orientation

Practical Guidelines for Employers on Eliminating Age Discrimination in Employment��ARTICLE  8���Constitutional guarantee�Article 27 of the Basic Law��Legislative measures�Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance (BORO) (Cap 383), Article 18

Employment Ordinance (Cap 57)

Labour Relations Ordinance (Cap 55)

Trade Unions Ordinance (Cap 332)��Administrative measures�International Labour Conventions (ILC)��ARTICLE  9���Constitutional guarantee�Articles 36 and 145 of the Basic Law��Legislative measures�Employees� Compensation Ordinance (Cap 282)

Employees� Compensation Assistance Ordinance (Cap 365)

Occupational Deafness (Compensation) Ordinance (Cap 469)

Employment Ordinance (Cap 57)

Mandatory Provident Fund Schemes Ordinance (Cap 485)

Occupational Retirement Schemes Ordinance (Cap 426)

Pneumoconiosis (Compensation) Ordinance (Cap 360)��Administrative measures�International Labour Conventions (ILC)

Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) Scheme

Social Security Allowance (SSA) Scheme

free medical treatment is provided for all CSSA recipients

a video tape explains the various social security schemes

a handbook on the CSSA explains entitlements under the scheme��ARTICLE  10���Constitutional guarantee�Article 37 of the Basic Law��Protection of Family��Legislative measures�Adoption Ordinance (Cap 290)

Domestic Violence Ordinance (Cap 189)

Family Status Discrimination Ordinance (Cap 527)

BORO (Cap 383) Article 19

Employment Ordinance (Cap 57)��Administrative measures�a comprehensive range of support services for the family, including counselling and referral services for families in need of housing, employment or financial assistance

a network of 65 family services centres

family life education programme

22 Family Activities and Resource Centres, a Family Care Demonstration and Resource Centre, and six Parent Resource Centres

day nurseries, day cr(ches and occasional child care  service

home help and family aide services

family casework service, clinical psychology service and medical social service

residential care such as foster care, small group homes, children�s homes and residential nurseries and cr(ches

inter-departmental working group on battered spouses

refuge centres for battered women and children

24-hour hotline service

conditional tenancy arrangements for persons seeking divorce under the compassionate rehousing scheme

Code of Practice on Employment (Family Status Discrimination Ordinance)��Right in Respect of Marriage��Legislative measures�Age of Majority (Related Provisions) Ordinance (Cap 410)

BORO (Cap 383) Articles 19(2) and 19(3)

Marriage Ordinance (Cap 181)

Marriage Reform Ordinance (Cap 178)��Maternity Protection��Legislative measures�Sex Discrimination Ordinance (Cap 480)

Employment Ordinance (Cap 57 Part III)��Administrative measures�subsidized ante-natal/post-natal care provided in public hospitals/maternal child health centres

health care services for women of child-bearing age and children under six

genetic screening and counselling services

prison medical service��Protection of Children and Young Persons��Legislative measures�Age of Majority (Related Provisions) Ordinance (Cap 410)

Apprenticeship Ordinance (Cap 47)

Child Abduction and Custody Ordinance (Cap 512)

Child Care Services Ordinance (Cap 243)

Dutiable Commodities (Liquor) Regulations (Cap 109 subleg B) under Dutiable Commodities Ordinance (Cap 109)

Employment of Children Regulations (Cap 57 subleg B) under Employment Ordinance (Cap 57)

Employment of Young Persons and Children at Sea Ordinance (Cap 58)

Guardianship of Minors Ordinance (Cap 13)

BORO (Cap 383) Article 20

Matrimonial Causes Ordinance (Cap 179)

Matrimonial Proceedings and Property Ordinance (Cap 192)

Protection of Children and Juveniles Ordinance	�(Cap 213)

Separation and Maintenance Orders Ordinance	�(Cap 16)

Women and Young Persons (Industry) Regulations	�(Cap 57 subleg C) under Employment Ordinance (Cap 57)��Administrative measures�regular public education programmes

Child Protection Registry

counselling services for children caught working illegally and their families

Fee Assistance Scheme for parents who cannot afford the fees charged by the child care centres

assistance for children with suspected abnormalities

community-based social work programmes for young delinquents

multi-disciplinary co-ordination in the identification and tackling of youth problems

social work support service to provide guidance and counselling for young people at risk

publicity, public education and social work-based activities, to steer young people away from drug abuse��ARTICLE  11���Right to Adequate Food��Legislative measures�Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap 132)

Reserved Commodities Ordinance (Cap 296)��Administrative measures�applied and adaptive research on agricultural and fishery production.  New and improved farming and fisheries production techniques and equipment

vocational training courses and technical advice

orderly wholesale marketing services

loan and credit facilities for farmers and fishermen

prevention and containment of plant and livestock pests and diseases

Accredited Farm Scheme (to ensure that vegetables are of good quality and safe to eat)

rehabilitation of fallow land through the Agricultural Land Rehabilitation Scheme

improvement and preservation of fisheries resources

designation of marine reserves and marine parks��Right to Adequate Housing��Legislative measures�Bedspace Apartments Ordinance (Cap 447)

Lands Resumption Ordinance (Cap 124)

Estate Agents Ordinance (Cap 511)

Housing Ordinance (Cap 283)

Land Development Corporation Ordinance (Cap 15)

Landlord and Tenant (Consolidation) Ordinance	�(Cap 7)

New Territories Land (Exemption) Ordinance	�(Cap 452)

New Territories Ordinance (Cap 97)

Stamp Duty Ordinance (Cap 117)

Town Planning Ordinance (Cap 131)��Administrative measures�Long Term Housing Strategy

establishment of the Hong Kong Housing Authority

Comprehensive Social Security Assistance Scheme

provision of public rental housing

rent assistance for public housing tenants

Home Ownership Scheme

Private Sector Participation Scheme

Sandwich Class Housing Scheme (Main Scheme and Loan Scheme)

Tenants Purchase Scheme

Home Purchase Loan Scheme

Comprehensive Redevelopment Programme

clearance and rehousing programmes for squatters, Temporary Housing Areas and Cottage Areas

housing assistance for eligible families and individuals with special needs through compassionate rehousing

financial and material assistance, counselling for street sleepers, bedspace apartment lodgers and people facing eviction

compassionate rehousing for bedspace apartment lodgers

licensing scheme for bedspace apartments

singleton hostels

preferential/housing schemes for the elderly

Senior Citizens Residence Scheme

Urban Renewal Scheme��Right to Continuous Improvement of Living Condition��Legislative measures�Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap 132)

Residential Care Homes (Elderly Persons) Ordinance (Cap 459)��Administrative measures�Elderly

residential care services for the elderly

community care and support services for elderly living at home and their families

Disabled Persons

targets to be achieved by 1998 -

7,425 places in sheltered workshops and supported employment

3,706 places in day activity centres

7,502 residential places

1,615 early education and training centre places

1,270 integrated programmes in child care centre places

1,239 special child care centre places including 78 residential places��ARTICLE  12���Right to Health��Constitutional guarantee�Article 138 of the Basic Law��Legislative measures�Mental Health Ordinance (Cap 136)

Occupational Safety and Health Ordinance (Cap 509)

Smoking (Public Health) Ordinance (Cap 371)��Administrative measures�subsidized out-patient clinics providing primary medical care

subsidized specialist out-patient clinics providing secondary care

subsidized hospitals providing tertiary care

free ambulance service

safety net offered for those who cannot afford to pay even the subsidized charges

free accident and emergency treatment

comprehensive observation service��Environmental Hygiene��Legislative measures�Air Pollution Control Ordinance (Cap 311)

Air Pollution Control (Fuel Restriction) Regulations (Cap 311 subleg I) under Air Pollution Control Ordinance (Cap 311)

Air Pollution Control (Vehicle Design Standards) (Emission) Regulations (Cap 311 subleg J) under Air Pollution Control Ordinance (Cap 311)

Air Pollution Control (Motor Vehicle Fuel)	�Regulations (Cap 311 subleg L) under Air Pollution Control Ordinance (Cap 311)

Dumping at Sea Ordinance (Cap 466)

Merchant Shipping (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Ordinance (Cap 413)

Merchant Shipping (Liability and Compensation for Oil Pollution) Ordinance (Cap 414)

Noise Control Ordinance (Cap 400)

Noise Control (Air Compressors) Regulations	�(Cap 400 Subleg C) under Noise Control Ordinance	�(Cap 400)

Noise Control (Hand Held Percussive Breakers) Regulations (Cap 400 subleg D) under Noise Control Ordinance (Cap 400)

Ozone Layer Protection Ordinance (Cap 403)

Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap 132)

Road Traffic Ordinance (Cap 374)

Sewage Services Ordinance (Cap 463), Sewage Services (Sewage Charge) Regulation (Cap 463 subleg A) and Sewage Services (Trade Effluent Surcharge) Regulation (Cap 463 subleg B)

Smoking (Public Health) Ordinance (Cap 371)

Town Planning Ordinance (Cap 131)

Water Pollution Control Ordinance (Cap 358)

Waste Disposal Ordinance (Cap 354)

Waste Disposal (Livestock Waste) Regulations	�(Cap 354 subleg A) under Waste Disposal Ordinance (Cap 354)

Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance	�(Cap 499)��Administrative measures�a 10-year Environmental Protection Strategy in 1989 White Paper �Pollution in Hong Kong - A Time to Act�.  1993 review of White Paper entitled �A Green Challenge for the Community�

a comprehensive sewage strategy through 16 regional sewerage master plans and a four-stage strategic sewage disposal scheme

Waste Disposal Plan

strategic landfills in NT and a network of refuse transfer stations

a chemical waste treatment centre

incineration facility for medical and special waste

the Advisory Council on the Environment

the Vehicle Emission Control Strategy

Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee

publicity campaign on energy efficiency

notes on efficient energy use issued to the public

energy efficiency labelling scheme

guidance for the design of energy efficient buildings��Industrial Hygiene and Prevention of Occupational Diseases��Legislative measures�Factories and Industrial Undertakings (Notification of Occupational Diseases) Regulations (Cap 59 subleg E) under Factories and Industrial Undertakings Ordinance (Cap 59)��Administrative measures�activities promoting awareness of industrial hygiene and occupational health

advisory service on workers� health and hygiene in the workplace

surveys on industrial health and hygiene; laboratory testing

investigation of occupational diseases and potential health hazards

booklets, reference notes, codes of practice��Control of Epidemics��Legislative measures�Quarantine and Prevention of Disease Ordinance	�(Cap 141)��Administrative measures�immunisation of children against tuberculosis, hepatitis B, measles, mumps, rubella, polio, diphtheria, pertussis and tetanus

vigorous prevention and control programme of AIDS

a HK$350 million AIDS Trust Fund

surveillance and control of communicable diseases

diagnosis and surveillance of various infections; other screening activities

treatment for sexually transmitted diseases; controlling the spread of these diseases��Medical Service and Attention to All��Legislative measures�Dentists Registration Ordinance (Cap 156)

Hospital Authority Ordinance (Cap 113)

Hospitals, Nursing Homes and Maternity Homes Registration Ordinance (Cap 165)

Medical Clinics Ordinance (Cap 343)

Medical Registration Ordinance (Cap 161)

Midwives Registration Ordinance (Cap 162)

Nurses Registration Ordinance (Cap 164)

Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance	�(Cap 359)��Administrative measures�health care services

general out-patient clinics and health centres to provide primary health care

hospitals and specialist out-patient clinics to provide secondary and tertiary care

women�s health centre (three in operation)

nursing homes for elderly

elderly health centres and visiting health teams

dental services

training in dentistry and dental therapy

School Dental Care Service

curative dental care for patients with special needs

hospital services

heavily subsidized public hospitals

extension and redevelopment of existing hospital facilities

community participation

District Health System

patient resource centres for self-help groups

health education

Central Health Education Unit for health education activities

oral health campaigns; oral health educational materials

international cooperation

close cooperation with WHO, the International Planned Parenthood Federation, the United Nations Children�s Fund and the World Bank ��ARTICLE  13 and 14��Constitutional guarantee�Articles 136, 137 and 144 of the Basic Law��Right to Education��Legislative measures�Education Ordinance (Cap 279)

BORO (Cap 383) Article 15(4)��Administrative measures�six years of free primary and three years of free junior secondary education for all

Direct Subsidy Scheme to encourage schools to offer more curricular options

a comprehensive scheme of support for the Kindergarten sector including rent and rate reimbursements, purpose-built kindergarten premises in public housing estates, the Kindergarten Fee remission Scheme and the Kindergarten Subsidy Scheme

subsidised education for 85% of pupils for two years beyond the junior secondary level.  Subsidised full�time places at technical institutes for another 10%

subsidised places for the twelfth and thirteenth years of schooling for one-third of the 85% above

subsidized tertiary education for 24% of the 17-20 age group

provision of teachers training and the establishment of a General Teachers Council to ensure professional standards

Quality Education Fund

native English-speaking teacher scheme and benchmarking of language teachers

the establishment of Language Resource Centre and a Mother-Tongue Teaching Support Centre

provision of education in various national curricula through international schools

financial assistance for needy students

textbook and travel assistance for needy students

provision of adult and continuing education

special education

provision of special schools

subsidized bus services for disabled children

facilities and support services for disabled children in normal schools

resource teachers for blind integrators

special classes for partially sighted children

special classes for partially hearing children

Peripatetic Advisory Service

Supportive Remedial Service

remedial teaching sessions, peripatetic teaching and follow-up services for �integrators�

free pre-employment vocational training, apprenticeship training and technical education as well as in-service training for a wide range of industries in the industrial and commercial sector

skills centres to offer vocational training and retraining for people with disabilities

vocational assessment services provided to the people with disabilities

Prisoners� Education Trust Fund

access to education for children of Vietnamese asylum seekers, newly arrived children from the Mainland and Mainland children pending verification of their residential status

civic education, human rights education and education against discrimination as an integral part of the school curriculum

Sub-committee on Public Education on Rehabilitation to monitor and evaluate public education activities on rehabilitation for the disabled

public education on the Basic Law with the guidance of the �Basic Law Promoting Steering Committee���ARTICLE  15���Constitutional guarantee�Articles 27, 34, 140 and 144 of the Basic Law��Right to Take Part in Cultural Life��Legislative measures�Hong Kong Arts Development Council Ordinance (Cap 472)

BORO (Cap 383) Article 16

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts Ordinance (Cap 1135)

Hong Kong Arts Centre Ordinance (Cap 304)

Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance (Cap 53)

Lord Wilson Heritage Trust Ordinance (Cap 425)

review and amendment of legislation which may threaten freedom of expression��Administrative measures�over $1.7 billion funded for arts activities in 1996-97

Hong Kong Arts Development Council established in 1994

Academy for Performing Arts became a degree-awarding body in 1992

setting up of an Arts and Sport Development Fund with a capital of $300M to facilitate the HKADC and HKSDB to implement their respective strategic plans for the coming years till 2001

Antiquities and Monuments offices recording and conserving Hong Kong�s cultural heritage

purpose-designed performance venues such as Hong Kong Coliseum and Cultural Centre

subsidised cultural programmes

museums and exhibitions of various kinds

Hong Kong Film Archive

cultural broadcasts

65 public libraries (including mobile ones) throughout the territory��Right to Enjoy Benefits of Scientific Progress and its Application��Constitutional guarantee�Article 139 of the Basic Law��Legislative measures�Crimes (Torture) Ordinance (Cap 427)

BORO (Cap 383) Articles 3 and 16

Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance (Cap 486)��Administrative measures�Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment extended to Hong Kong in December 1992

science subjects are taught at primary and secondary schools and post-secondary educational institutions

higher education institutions receive Government financial support for conducting scientific research

Hong Kong University of Science and Technology is committed to promoting technological applications in Hong Kong and Asia-Pacific Region

industrial estates and services to improve productivity of industry and promotion of technology transfer through inward investment

Hong Kong Industrial Technology Centre

Applied Research and Development Scheme to support industrial research

Hong Kong Space Museum and the Hong Kong Science Museum to diffuse scientific information to public

most scientific applications are developed outside Hong Kong.  The highly liberal and open trade regime allows people to benefit at an early stage from new products developed outside Hong Kong��Protection of Interests of Authors��Constitutional guarantee�Article 140 of the Basic Law��Legislative measures�Prevention of Copyright Piracy Ordinance (Cap 544)

Layout-design (Topography) of Integrated Circuits Ordinance (Cap 445)

Patents Ordinance (Cap 514)

Trade Marks Ordinance (Cap 43)

Copyright Ordinance (Cap 528)

Registered Designs Ordinance (Cap 522)

licences required by Customs for the import and export of optical disc manufacturing equipment (Import and Export Ordinance, Cap 60)��Administrative measures�China has extended the following treaties on intellectual property rights to Hong Kong:

revised Paris Conventions for the Protection of Industrial Property, 1883-1967

revised Berne Copyright Conventions for the protection of literary and artistic works, 1886�1948

revised Universal Copyright Conventions and Protocols, 1952�1971

Convention for the protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorised Duplication of Their Phonograms, 1971

Copyright Tribunal to hear copyright disputes

Intellectual Property Department to execute intellectual property rights policies

enforcement of criminal aspects of intellectual property laws��
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