Annex 4


Laws amended for consistency with the Sex Discrimination Ordinance


Examples include -


(a)	consent to marriage: the Marriage Ordinance (Chapter 181) was amended in 1997 to enable either parent to give consent to the marriage of person of or over 16 years but under 21.  Previously, the father�s consent was normally required.  The mother�s consent was only sought if the father was either dead or insane;


(b)	gender-biased provisions in the Matrimonial Causes Ordinance (Chapter 179): amendments made in 1995 rectified such biases in relation to the grounds for jurisdiction in matrimonial proceedings; petition for divorce citing adultery; and the definition of �dependent children�;


(c)	Separation and Maintenance Orders Ordinance (Chapter 16) and Matrimonial Proceedings and Property Ordinance (Chapter 192): amended in 1997 to remove differential treatment as between spouses;


(d)	commercial law: amendments were made to the Bankruptcy Ordinance and the Companies (Winding Up) Rules to remove gender-biases in certain of their provisions.  The Partnership Ordinance (Chapter 38) will also be amended to remove differences of treatment between men and women;


(e)	shipping-related legislation: gender-biased provisions in the Merchant Shipping Ordinance (Chapter 281) were repealed in September 1996.  At the time of drafting this report, the Ordinance still contained provision that differentiated between the sexes in relation to certain legal obligations (section 94(1)(i)).  So too did provisions under the Merchant Shipping (Seafarers) Ordinance (Chapter 478) and the Shipping and Port Control Ordinance (Chapter 313).  These anomalies will be removed when the relevant legislation is amended in the near future.
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