Article 3: equal rights of men and women


CEDAW


35.			In October 1996, the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) was extended to Hong Kong.  Under the Convention, the HKSAR is obliged to respect and promote the rights of women, and to ensure the eradication of all forms of discrimination on the ground of sex.  And - as explained in paragraph 5 above in relation to Article 2 - the Sex Discrimination Ordinance renders unlawful discrimination on the grounds of sex, marital status or pregnancy.


36.			The Government has published 22,000 copies of the text of the Convention for public distribution and posted it on the Internet.  Promotional booklets (some tailored to explaining the Convention to specific readers, such as young people) have been widely distributed with a view to arousing awareness.


37.			In compliance with Article 18 of the Convention, we are preparing the HKSAR�s initial report on the implementation of the Convention in the Region.  This will be submitted to the United Nations in August 1998.


38.			Other matters pertaining to the equal rights of men and women are discussed in paragraphs 58 to 87 of ICCPR1 in relation to Article 3 of that Covenant.
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