Annex 22


Measures against substance abuse:


initiatives in progress


			Ideally, we would have wished to include a list of all 125 initiatives referred to in paragraph 282 of the report (in relation to Article  10).  Unfortunately, that is impractical for reasons of space.  The following are the initiatives still in progress on 30 June 1998 -


Initiative�
Progress�
�
(a)	We will set up two additional residential treatment centres for young opiate abusers and a new counselling centre for young abusers.�
Steady progress is being made in establishing the residential treatment centre to be operated by Caritas Hong Kong (a Catholic NGO) in Sai Kung: a rural area in the Eastern New Territories.  Renovation works have started and we expect the centre to commence in early 1999.  Planning work is in progress for a second residential treatment centre which is to be operated by the Hong Kong Christian Service.


The counselling centre for young psychotropic substance abusers opened in July 1996.  It is operated by Caritas Hong Kong.�
�
(b)	To amend the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance (Chapter 138) to make it clearer to users and sellers the statutory requirements that are relevant to different types of pharmaceutical products.�
The Government aims to introduce the amending Bill in the second half of the 1988-99 Legislative session.  This will include the amendment in (c) below.�
�
(c)	To consider replacing terms - such as �Dangerous drug� and �Poison� that may cause misunderstanding when applied to medicines - with a more neutral nomenclature.  This process is to be conducted in consultation with the medical and pharmaceutical professions.�
The re-classification process is in progress.  The revised nomenclature will be given legal effect through an amendment of the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance.  This will be included in the amendment Bill in (b) above.�
�
(d)	To consider improving the provision of school social workers to schools identified to have students vulnerable to drug abuse.�
The Social Welfare Department is conducting a review of the school social work services and expects to complete the exercise by the end of 1998.  Between July and September 1998, the Government will seek public comments on a draft review report proposing measures to improve the overall provision of school social work services.�
�






�page  �60�








�page  �60�








� PAGE �2�











