Annex 28


Measures to improve the quality of teaching


			These include -


(a)	by 2000, 60% of kindergarten teachers will be formally trained.  From 2004, all newly recruited kindergarten principals will be required to have passed the �Certificate in Kindergarten Education��; 


(b)	by the 2001-2002 school year, 35% of primary teaching posts will be reserved for university graduates (the original target was of 2007)�.  In the longer term, all new teachers will be degree holders with professional training� ;


(c)	training will be provided to teachers in the use of information technology by 2000 - an improvement over the existing situation where only teachers of the computer studies subject and interested teachers receive such training; and


(d)	the Government will establish a General Teaching Council - a professional body for teachers - to raise, maintain and monitor profession standards�.  The target date for its establishment is 1999.





� 	This is a two-year part-time course offered by the Hong Kong Institute of Education.  Subjects include curriculum studies, professional studies, academic studies, general education and practicum.


� 	In secondary schools, 70% of teaching posts are reserved for degree holders.


� 	Chief Executive's Policy Address, October 1997.


� 	The Council will take over from the Education Department the work relating to registration of teachers.  It will also work out a code of professional ethics and set the standard of teaching qualifications.
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