Annex 19


Services for victims of domestic violence


			The range of services provided by the Government�s Social Welfare Department and by non-governmental organisations is essentially as described in Appendix 10 of the previous report.  However, the various levels of provision have increased in accordance with demand.  As at 30 June 1998, the position was -


(a)	casework and counselling: there are now 65 Family Services Centres (62 in 1995).  Help is also available from Medical Social Services Units attached to hospitals and clinics.  Together, these provide counselling, financial assistance, child care, assistance with compassionate rehousing, legal aid and advice;


(b)	temporary shelters: there are now three such centres (one more than previously reported).  Together, they provide temporary accommodation for up to 120 battered women and their children (the number previously reported was 80).  In 1997-98, the utilisation rate was about 67% (70% in 1994-95);


(c)	hotline services: NGOs and the Social Welfare Department continue to maintain hotlines for persons needing immediate counselling or information;


(d)	legal aid: in the previous report, we explained that victims who feared for their safety could seek court injunctions against their spouses or cohabitees under the Domestic Violence Ordinance or under the inherent jurisdiction of the Court.  Legal aid remains available for such applications and to enable eligible and meritorious applicants to initiate proceedings for divorce, child custody, or ancillary relief; and


(e)	family life education: NGOs and the Social Welfare Department�s 79 Family Life Education officers (71 in 1995) continue to conduct programmes throughout the year to promote marital harmony.  This service helps individuals to prepare for marriage, to handle marital relationships, and to manage marital stress.  In 1997-98, 10,858 participants attended the 470 special programmes for married couples.
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