Article 20: Prohibition on propaganda for war

Propaganda for war

212.
The position is as reported in paragraph 373 of the initial report.  
Advocacy of national, racial, or religious hatred 
213.
The Television Ordinance (Chapter 52) - which, as explained in paragraph 374 of the initial report, empowered the Court of First Instance to prevent the broadcast of material likely to incite hatred - has been repealed and replaced by the Broadcasting Ordinance (Chapter 562).  The new Ordinance came into full force in February 2001.  The Broadcasting Ordinance provides a new regulatory regime for the provision of broadcasting services brought about by technological developments.  In section 36, it prohibits -

"…a licensee from including in its licensed service a television programme, or any part thereof, that is likely, in Hong Kong, to incite hatred against any group of persons by reference to colour, race, sex, religion, nationality or ethnic or national origins; or result in a general breakdown in law and order; or gravely damage public health or morals."  

The mechanism for enforcing the prohibition rests with the Court of First Instance upon application by the Chief Secretary. 
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