Annex 8
Major Proposed Legislative Amendments to 

the Adoption Ordinance (Chapter 290)

The major legislative proposals in the amendments to the Adoption Ordinance include -


(a)
to make explicit the principle that the best interests of the child should be the paramount consideration throughout the adoption process;


(b)  to provide that persons applying for adoption orders should be subject to criminal record checks;

(c)  to remove existing provisions which allow birth parents to impose a condition about the religious faith in which the child should be brought up;

(d)
to allow birth mothers to give consent for their children to be placed for adoption when the children are four weeks old (the current requirement is six weeks);


(e)
to make it unlawful for a person, or an organisation other than the Social Welfare Department, or an adoption agency authorised by Social Welfare Department, to make arrangements for the adoption of a child by unrelated persons;


(f) 
to prescribe procedures for intercountry adoption;

(g) 
to use more positive and appropriate terms in the Ordinance and to remove a sex discriminatory provision;

(h) 
to improve the present arrangement on step-parent adoption; 

(i) 
to provide an administrative "root-tracing" mechanism to enable adopted persons to access their birth records
;

(j) 
to enable unsuccessful adoption applicants to appeal;

(k) 
to require applicants for an adoption order to serve notice to Director of Social Welfare (DSW) at the earliest opportunity if persons other than DSW are to be appointed as the guardian ad litem; and

(l) 
to update the penalty provisions for certain offences.
� 	Except the identifying information of the birth parents if they have exercised a veto against such disclosure.
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