
Annex 13G

Support services for disabled children in ordinary schools

Resource teachers for visually impaired pupils


'Visually impaired integrators' are supported by resource teachers of a special school to help them integrate into ordinary schools.  These teachers help to prepare supplementary teaching materials such as books, test and examination papers and notes in braille, embossed maps and diagrams.  They also provide training in the use of technical aids, counselling, optometric referrals and advise schools on teaching strategies.  They are provided on the basis of a planning ratio of half a teacher to every one to four.  Thus, in the 2002-03 school year, 60 visually impaired integrators attending ordinary schools (and registered with the special school) were supported by eight resource teachers.

Special education classes for hearing impaired and visually impaired children

2.
Unless such children have an assessed need for special schooling, they are placed in special education classes in ordinary schools.  These classes cover the primary curriculum and the first three years of the secondary curriculum.  In 2002-03, there were 75 places for the visually impaired and 10 for the hearing impaired.  However, the demand for such special education classes has diminished since the completion (in 1999) of the two-year pilot project referred to in paragraph 546 of the initial report and the subsequent development of the 'Integrated Education Programme'.  The special education classes will therefore be phased out: those for the hearing impaired in 2003-04 and those for the visually impaired in 2007-08.

School Support and Education Services

3.
Ordinary schools with hearing-impaired integrators are supported by visiting inspectors from the Education Department
.  In 2002-03, there were 11 inspectors serving about 853 integrators in over 600 ordinary schools.  Theirs is a co-ordinating function to ensure that the successful adoption of the whole school approach to integrator support and that resources are effectively directed to meeting individual students’ educational needs.

Enhanced Support Service

4.
Special schools provide hearing impaired integrators with the support they need in order to adjust to life in ordinary schools.  That support covers such areas as learning, speech and communication, and psycho-social development.  In 2001-02, about 277 students received this service. 

The Resource Help Service

5.
The Service provides remedial teaching and guidance to physically handicapped integrators.  It comprises -

(a)
remedial teaching sessions: students with poor attainment or interrupted schooling receive remedial teaching in the “three basic subjects” outside school hours.  If necessary, they also receive counselling and guidance in coping with the ordinary school environment.  This service is normally provided at Resource Teaching Services Centres;

(b)
the peripatetic teaching service: some pupils - mainly those with mobility problems - cannot easily go to the Centres and Resource Help Service teachers therefore visit them in their schools.  Visiting teachers liaise closely with the schools to monitor these students progress in adjusting to the ordinary school environment; and

(c)
follow up service: students who no longer need the support of the Resource Help Service are regularly contacted to ensure that they continue to adjust well.

6.

In 2001-02, 221 students required these services.  As at 31 July 2002, the position was -

	Type of services
	No. of pupils

	Remedial teaching sessions
	65 
(42 primary, 23 secondary)

	Peripatetic teaching service
	125
(83 primary, 42 secondary)

	Follow-up
	27
(16 primary, 11 secondary)

	Total
	217 (141 primary, 76 secondary)

	Wait List:
	4 (primary)


Intensive remedial services

7.
In primary schools, mildly mentally handicapped integrators are placed in Intensive Remedial Teaching Programme in their own school buildings.  They are taught Chinese, English and Mathematics in small groups by resource teachers but join their ‘normal’ peers for all other learning and social activities.  Where schools cannot offer such programmes, mildly mentally handicapped children either receive this support from visiting teachers, or attend resource teaching centres outside normal school hours.  The progress of these children is regularly reviewed by resource teachers and educational psychologists.  At present, 227 integrators receive this service.

8.
In secondary schools, these children are included in “School-based Remedial Support Programmes”, which are provided to help the bottom 10% of junior secondary students.  They can also enrol in Resource Teaching Centres to receive additional help in Chinese, English and Mathematics from resource teachers outside normal school hours.

[Note: Provision of these services is adjusted according to demand.]

� The Education Department merged with the Education and Manpower Bureau in 2002.
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