
Article 15 - Right to cultural life, scientific progress and its application

15.1
The constitutional (Basic Law) protections and guarantees in relation to Article 15 rights remain as explained in paragraph 581 of the initial report. 

Policy on culture
15.2
The position remains as explained in paragraphs 581 to 583 of the initial report.  In 2001-2002, the Government spent over HK$2.7 billion on cultural activities.

Culture and Heritage Commission

15.3
The Culture and Heritage Commission – established in April 2000 - is a high-level body responsible for advising the government on cultural policies and funding priorities in regard to culture and the arts.  Its key responsibility is to formulate principles and strategies to promote the long-term development of culture in Hong Kong. 
15.4
In March 2001, the Commission published a consultation paper entitled “Gathering of Talents for Continued Innovation” to solicit public views on cultural development in Hong Kong.  It plans to consult the public before the end of 2002 on specific policy proposals before submitting its recommendations to the Government.

Hong Kong Arts Development Council

15.5
The position remains as explained in paragraphs 584 and 585 of the initial report.  The Council has completed the strategic plan (foreshadowed in paragraph 585) for planning, developing, promoting and supporting the arts over the five-year period from 1996 to 2001.  It has now embarked on a new three-year plan that will entail -
(a) developing the social functions of the arts; 

(b) expanding the market for the arts and building audience participation; 

(c) promoting life arts education for all; and 

(d) enhancing the artistic level and social status of artists.

Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts

15.6
The position remains as explained in paragraph 586 of the initial report.  The Academy has now produced over 3,500 graduates since its inception.  It continues to be an important 'nursery' for professional artists and to contribute significantly to the performing arts in Hong Kong.

Hong Kong Arts Centre

15.7
We overlooked this organisation in the initial report.  The Centre is an independent self-financing organisation established under the Hong Kong Arts Centre Ordinance (Chapter 304) in 1974.  It has played an important role as a venue provider and programmes presenter in the development of the arts in Hong Kong.  It also plays an active role in arts education.  Through its Art School, the Centre offers many part-time courses in the visual and applied arts.

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department

15.8
The Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) was established in early-2000 to continue the provision of leisure and cultural services, following the dissolution of the Provisional Urban Council and the Provisional Regional Council at the end of 1999 (see paragraphs 594 to 598 of the initial report).  The LCSD is now Hong Kong's major provider of cultural facilities.  It has taken over the management of the performing venues and community arts centres discussed in paragraph 594 of the initial report.  Two of these are new, having opened in November 1999 and May 2000.  Non-profit-making and district organisations continue to have access to these venues at reduced charges.

15.9
The LCSD provides cultural programmes featuring Chinese and Western music, opera, drama, dance, and film throughout the year.  These feature both local and visiting artists from many different countries and cultural backgrounds.  The Department also presents year-round entertainment programmes and host festivals including the annual International Arts Carnival, and thematic festivals.  It also subvents the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, the Hong Kong Dance Company, the Hong Kong Repertory Theatre, the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Hong Kong Arts Festival.
15.10
The LCSD has continued to support local performing artists and groups by presenting and sponsoring their activities.  In this regard, its programmes remain essentially as explained in paragraph 597 of the initial report.  

15.11
A commentator has suggested that the Government should ensure that sports venues are fully accessible to people with disabilities. The position is that, when we design recreation and sports facilities, we include a clause in the Schedule of Accommodation to the effect that the facilities should meet the accessibility requirements in the ‘Design Manual: Barrier Free Access 1997’ and the ‘New Transport Planning and Design Manual
.  This means that all new Government sports facilities must be accessible to people with disabilities. 

Libraries

15.12
The position remains essentially as explained in paragraph 599 of the initial report, though there have been new developments.  The network of public libraries has increased to 69 (from the 65 mentioned in paragraph 599 of the initial report) and carries a total stock of 9.51 million materials.  Three new district libraries opened in 2001.  So too did the Hong Kong Central Library, which signified a new era in public library services.  Equipped with the world’s largest bilingual library automation system, a state-of-the-art multi-media information system, and a central reference library with six subject departments, the Central Library has fast become the principal centre for information and lifelong learning.  
Museums

15.13
With the exception of the replacement of the provisional municipal councils by the LCSD, the position remains essentially as described in paragraphs 600 and 601 of the initial report.  As foreshadowed in those paragraphs, the new Hong Kong Heritage Museum and Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence opened in 2000, and the new Hong Kong Film Archive opened in 2001.  Another new development was the opening - in 2000 - of an Art Promotion Office for the promotion of public participation in neighbourhood visual arts activities.
Antiquities and Monuments Office

15.14
The position remains essentially as explained in paragraphs 587 and 590 of the initial report.  But new developments include the introduction in 2001 of the “Hong Kong Heritage Award” to commend organisations and individuals who have made outstanding contributions to heritage preservation and education. In 2002, four renowned institutes from Mainland China were invited to conduct a major archaeological excavation at Sha Ha, Sai Kung (in the Eastern New Territories) in collaboration with the Office.  An area of around 3,000m2 has since been excavated, with a yield of 40,000 finds from various prehistoric and historical periods.  

15.15
Planning is in hand to open a Heritage Resource Centre in Kowloon Park, which is in one of Hong Kong's urban heartlands. Opening is scheduled for late 2004.  The centre will have exhibition galleries, a lecture hall, activity rooms, an archaeological workshop and a reference library.  It will serve as a resource centre for heritage education and research.
Archives

15.16
In paragraph 591 of the initial report, we explained that the Public Records Office of the Government Records Service was responsible for managing public records of archival value and operating the public records system.  Additionally, the Office now runs the Central Preservation Library of Government Publications, which was established in 2001.

15.17
The Office appraises the historical value of government records and published materials before they are disposed of, and preserves those of enduring value for public use.  The collection of historical sources on Hong Kong includes public records, government publications, book and journals, maps and plans, posters, films and historical photographs, and so forth.  Most public records are open to public inspection when they are 30 years old, though the Chief Secretary for Administration may approve exceptions to this rule.  Access to public records is free of charge and copies of most documents can be made on a cost recovery basis.  In November 2002, the Office introduced an integrated information access system to facilitate the search process. 

15.18
A Public Education and Publicity Programme fosters public awareness and appreciation of Hong Kong’s archival heritage.  And the Public Records Office is actively involved in promoting professional exchanges and in the preservation of the world's heritage.  Members of its staff are Committee members of UNESCO's 'International Council on Archives' and 'Memory of the World Programme'.

Processing of applications to use performing venues of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department                   
15.19
Commentators have asked why the Hong Kong Association of Falun Dafa (Falun Gong) has been denied access to public indoor venues after officials of the Central Authority expressed their concern about such access by the Association.  The position is that all civic centres managed by the LCSD are open for hire by the public.  Booking applications from all applicants are processed in accordance with established policies and procedures.  In processing booking applications, consideration is given to whether the proposed activity is of a type compatible with the designated purpose of the venue and whether the desired date and time of hire is available.  When applicants compete for the same time slot, they are prioritised in accordance with a points system.
15.20
Applications received from the Hong Kong Association of Falun Dafa - like all other applications - have been processed in accordance with that system.  Not all the Association's applications have been successful.  But several have been, as our booking records clearly demonstrate.  In September 2000, the Association successfully applied for the Piazza of Hong Kong Cultural Centre for a "Falun Dafa Photo Exhibition and Picture Exercise".  And, in January 2001, they secured the Concert Hall of Hong Kong City Hall for a "Falun Dafa Cultivation Experience Sharing Conference".  In August 2002, we offered the Association -

(a)
the Tsuen Wan Town Hall Auditorium on 24 October 2002 for a performing arts variety show;

(b) 
the Tuen Mun Town Hall Auditorium on 25 October 2002 for a performing arts variety show;

(c)
the Tuen Mun Town Hall Exhibition Gallery on 24 and 25 October 2002 for a Falun Dafa Cultivation Photo Exhibition;

(d)
the Tuen Mun Town Hall Auditorium on 28 October 2002 for a conference.

The Association declined the offer in (d) but accepted those in (a) to (c).  We therefore submit that the concerns expressed by our commentators are unfounded.
Science and technology

Policy on promotion of science and technology 

15.21
Developments have moved on somewhat from the position explained in paragraph 606 of the initial report.  Government continues to promote the development of innovation and technology through the provision of appropriate infrastructure, human resources, funding support, and other programmes.  Now, however, our infrastructural support includes the Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation
, the Hong Kong Applied Science and Technology Research Institute
 and the Hong Kong Productivity Council
.  Funding support continues to be provided through the Applied Research Fund
.  But the other main source of funding is now the Innovation and Technology Fund
, which was launched in November 1999. 

The Role of the Research Grants Council

15.22
The Council provides grants for research projects on a competitive basis.  Between 1991-92 and 2001-02, the funds available to the Council for this purpose have increased from $100 million to $511 million.  The grants are allocated to research projects divided broadly into four major disciplines: Engineering; Biology and Medicine; Physical Science; Humanities, Social Science and Business Studies.

Prevention of the use of scientific/technological developments for the purposes contrary to the enjoyment of human rights

15.23
The position is as explained in paragraph 610 of the initial report. 

Protection of intellectual property rights 

15.24
The position remains as explained in paragraphs 613 to 617 of the initial report.

Country parks and conservation areas
15.25
The position is essentially as explained in paragraph 619 of the initial report.  But an additional area has since been designated as a marine park.  Now, about 47,600 hectares - or about 43% of Hong Kong's total land area - are protected by statute.

� Volume 6, Chapter 8: Facilities for People with a Disability'


� 	The Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation offers one-stop infrastructural support services to technology-based companies and activities.


� 	The Applied Science and Technology Research Institute performs research and development and transfer the results to industry for commercialisation with a view to elevating the technological level of industry and stimulating the growth of technology-based industry.


� 	The Hong Kong Productivity Council promotes industrial productivity through the provision of professional service to enhance the value-added content of products and services.


� 	The Applied Research Fund provides support to local technology ventures with commercial potential.


� 	The Innovation and Technology Fund supports projects that contribute to innovation and technology upgrading in local industry.  It replaced the former Industrial Support Fund and Services Support Fund that we mentioned in paragraph 606 of the initial report.
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