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Annex 13B

Measures to improve the quality of teaching

These include -

(a)
from September 2002, all newly appointed kindergarten principals must possess a “Certificate in Kindergarten Education”
.  All serving kindergarten principals will have completed the same training by the 2005-06 school year.  From 2003, all newly appointed kindergarten teachers must possess pre-service professional training and all kindergartens must employ 10% trained teachers by the 2004-05 school year; 

(b)  in the 2001-2002 school year, 35% of primary teaching posts were upgraded to the graduate level (the original target was 2007)
.  In the longer term, all new teachers will be degree holders with professional training
.  All graduates of pre-service training programmes for primary and secondary school teachers will be degree holders from the 2004/2005 school year;

(c)  since 1998, we have provided 70,000 places to train teachers in information technology at the basic, intermediate, upper intermediate and advanced levels.  We expect to provide a further 15,000 places between 2002 and 2003; and

(d) the Advisory Committee on Teacher Education and Qualifications is conducting a holistic review of teacher education and professional development with a view to raising the professionalism of the teaching force.
� 	The course is offered by local tertiary institutes in different modes based on an approved course framework.


� 	In secondary schools, 70% of teaching posts are reserved for degree holders.


� 	Chief Executive's Policy Address, October 1997.
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