Second report on the

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under the

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Preamble

1.
In paragraph 48 of its concluding observations of 11 May 2001 on the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region's (HKSAR’s) initial report under the Covenant
, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights ('the Committee') requested the HKSAR to submit information on its progress in implementing the Committee’s recommendation in paragraph 30 of the concluding observations (in regard to racial discrimination) by 30 June 2003.  The Committee also requested the HKSAR to submit its full second periodic report "in accordance with the prescribed dates of submissions."

2.
To some extent, those requests have been overtaken by events.  The People's Republic of China deposited with the Secretary-General the Covenant’s instrument of ratification on 27 March 2001.  The Covenant entered into force in China three months thereafter (27 June 2001).  In accordance with Resolution 1984/88 of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (which modified Article 16 of the Covenant), China was then required to submit its initial report under the Covenant within two years of that date.  For that reason, the present report of the HKSAR forms part of China's initial report.  

3.
The initial report contained detailed information on the laws, policies, and practices that are in place to ensure Hong Kong's compliance with the Covenant.  Many of those are of long standing and, by nature, tend to remain unchanged - or to change very little - over time.  We do not propose repeating descriptions/explanations of such matters in this report and we will frequently state that "there have been no significant changes in regard to [the topic in question] and the situation remains essentially as explained in paragraphs [x to y] of the initial report."  We have taken this approach, the purpose of which is to avoid repetition and excessive length, on the basis of the guidance in the UN Manual on Human Rights Reporting (page 67, final paragraph). 

4.
For these reasons, this (second) report is shorter than the initial one.  In it, we focus on -

(a)
information about /explanations of significant developments since the hearing of the initial report; 

(b) 
updates of any developments that were ongoing at the time of the 2001 hearing and in respect of which we undertook to inform the Committee of future progress/outcomes; and most importantly;

(c) 
responses to the concerns and recommendations in the Committee's concluding observations of 11 May 2001.

�  Here and throughout this report, references to 'the initial report' are to the report on the Hong Kong SAR submitted by the Central People's Government in June 1999 and heard by the Committee in April 2001. 
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